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"~ Sermon for Next Suriday

HOW OUR CHURCH SHOULD START THIS YEAR

@“And now, Lord, take note of their threats, and grant that Your bond-servants may speak Your word
with all confidence, “while You extend Your hand to heal, and signs and wonders take place through
the name of Your holy servant Jesus.” - “"And with great power the apostles were giving testimony
to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and abundant grace was upon them all.
(Acts 4:29~33)

he whole world has turned its calendar to the year 2010. Many

people experienced difficult times in 2009, and some had it
easier. No matter what the circumstances, everything that
happened last year is now behind us. We need to stop looking
back, whether in regret for the bad things or in pride for the good
things, and start looking up to Jesus Christ only. We need to focus
on the things that really matter. How do we do that? How should
we start this year? Let’s look to the Bible to see how the primitive
church began,

The primitive church began with the great spiritual power of the
Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit came down to the prayer gathering of
one hundred and twenty believers (Acts 1:15) on the day of
Pentecost (Acts 2:1~4). Through their faith the Bible tells us that
another three thousand souls were converted (Acts 2:41), and then
again another five thousand converts (Acts 4:4) were added to the
church. What a great start! | hope the same thing happens in our
church this year. | hope a new beginning will unfold for you and
me. Most of the first Christians were cowards before the Holy
Spirit came down. After His coming, even though the environment
was extremely dangerous for them because of the cruel anti-Christ
power that dwelled in Jerusalem, they became brave. Everyone
lifted their voices to God with one accord and said, “And now,
Lord, take note of their threats, and grant that Your bond-servants
may speak Your word with all confidence” (Acts 4:29). The spiritual
power of the Holy Spirit gave the primitive church the courage to
live the Christian life. | hope our church starts this year with the
great spiritual power of the Holy Spirit.

The primitive church started with many conversions. | want
everyone sitting in our pews to receive Jesus Christ as their Savior,
not as their advisor, confidant, or blessing friend, but truly as their
Savior. Acts 16:31 says, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be
saved, you and your household.” We must confess our sins
because Jesus died for them, “If we confess our sins, He is
faithful and rightecus to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness”(1 Jn. 1:9). For those who have already
accepted Jesus, then you need to return to your first love, “But |
have this against you, that you have left your first love. Therefore
remember from where you have fallen, and repent and do the
deeds you did at first; or else | am coming to you and will remove
your lampstand out of its place — unless you repent” (Rev. 2:4~5).
Please let the Holy Spirit reign in you by accepting Jesus,
confessing your sins, and keeping Him as your first love. Hebrews
12:2 says, “fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of
faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising
the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of
God." The primitive church put Jesus first, and prayed that God
would use them, "while You extend Your hand to heal, and sign

and wonders take place through the name of Your holy servant
Jesus”(Acts 4:30). | hope our church starts this year with many
conversions.

The. primitive church set in motion prayer, and God answered,
“the place where they had gathered together was shaken, and
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak the
word of God with boldness”{Acts 4:31). If a loved one is still lost,
now is the time for them to get right with God. This is the year that
we conquer our negative attitudes by letting the Holy Spirit take
control. How can this happen? Matthew 16:24 says, “If anyone
wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his
cross and follow Me.” We need to change like that. We need to be
positive and deny ourselves, living by faith. Let this be the year that
God restores your health, house, marriage, peace, or whatever the
praying need. This is the year to get answers! A revival in our
church would make this year a year of forgiveness, a year of
sharing, a year of reconciliation with God. A revival in our churcr}f
this year would truly make all the barriers fall! The primitive churth
displayed true Christian love, “And the congregation of those who
believed were of one heart and soul; and not one of them claimed
that anything belonging to him was his own, but all things were
common property to them”(Acts 4:32). That is true revivall Don't
you want our church to get a praying answer like this one? | hope
this year that whatever our church’s praying needs, we get an
answer.

The primitive church began evangelizing, "And with great power
the apostles were giving testimony to the resurrection of the Lord
Jesus, and abundant grace was upon them all“(Acts 4:33). They
had nothing but the gospel! God's word is everythirg, “For nothing
will be impossible with God"(Lk. 1:37). Right now, during the 21st
century, witnessing is our weakest point. We don’t witness with
boldness. It is the greatest lack in the churches today. How long
has it been since you made an effort to win a soul? Personal
witnessing is what this church needs. Abundant grace is availabls
for your life and this church. We need to faithfully move the limits
and claim all God wants to give us. | hope this year that our church
greatly witnesses the gospel.

My dear friends, ten days have already gone by. | hope your
resolution to start this year with your Bible will reap bountiful
rewards. Like the primitive church, our church can start this year
strong in the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit can come down on us and
make converts and we can grow strongly. Let's accept Jesus Christ
as our Savior, and pray for the Holy Spirit to use us, Let's come
back to our first love and fix our eyes on Jesus. Let's pray and pray,
so that whatever we are praying for we get the answer from God,
who forgives and breaks down all barriers. Then, we can be a great
witnessing force for Jesus’ resurrection and return. Amen. 4
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