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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

MANY CONVINCING PROOFS

To these He also presented Himself alive after His suffering, by many convincing proofs,

appearing to them over a period of forty days and speaking of the things

concerning the kingdom of God. (Acts 1:3)

o many Christians believe in Jesus Christ, but how many of
Sthem actually believe that He resurrected and is alive today?
Do you truly believe in the risen Christ? Before His resurrection,
Jesus prophesized about it and the Bible clearly declares it, but
so many people doubt it. How many people do you know who
are really excited about this miraculous fact? Honestly, if Jesus
came down from heaven right now just to shake your hand, you
would be excited from that moment until it was your turn to
leave this earth. Let me tell you, those who really believe in the
risen Christ have this enthusiasm. Sadly, not that many people
have this passion. People want proof, and the good news is that
there is plenty of it. The Bible provides everyone with many
absolute and infallible proofs. Let's look at some of the
evidence.

The empty tomb is a convincing proof. Even the enemies of
Jesus remembered His promised resurrection. The chief priests
and Pharisees asked the Roman governor, Pontius Pilate, to
make sure that Jesus' tomb was secure because they
remembered He said, “After three days | am to rise again.” (Mt.
27:63) The tomb was guarded and sealed with the highest
security measures available. (Mt. 27:66) Three days later, some
women friends of Jesus came to the tomb in hopes of
embalming Him. They were unable to come sooner because of
the Sabbath regulations. These women forgot His promise of
resurrection or did not really believe He could rise from the
dead. To their amazement, the tomb was empty. (Mt. 28:4~6)
They actually saw the guards of the tomb acting like men
frightened to death, the huge stone covering the entrance rolled
away, an angel, and an unoccupied grave site. It is strange that
Jesus' enemies believed in His resurrection, but His closest
followers did not. The guards reported Jesus’ resurrection to
the authorities, and the authorities bribed them with "a large
sum of money.”(Mt. 28:12) They instructed them to lie and say,
“His disciples came by night and stole Him away while we were
asleep.”(Mt. 28:13) If they told this lie, the authorities would
protect them from the governor’'s wrath. What this all means is
that the tomb was empty and no human removed its contents.

The eye witnesses are a convincing truth. In any court of law,
eye witnesses are a very important element. Besides the tomb
guards, the women who came to the tomb without any hope,
expecting a dead body, are really good witnesses. (Lk.
23:55~24:11) They saw Jesus die and laid to rest, and because
of their love and devotion they wanted to anoint His dead body.
In their minds, Jesus was 100% dead, but they saw His empty

tomb and later His resurrected body. Their testimony is rock
solid. Peter and John also witnessed the empty tomb firsthand
(Jn. 20:3~7), and Thomas actually touched Jesus in front of the
other disciples, “Then He said to Thomas, 'Reach here with
your finger, and see My hands; and reach here your hand and
put it into My side; and do not be unbelieving, but believing.’
Thomas answered and said to Him, 'My Lord and my God!’
Jesus said to him, ‘Because you have seen Me, have you
believed? Blessed are they who did not see, and yet
believed.""(Jn. 20:27~29) Every one of Jesus’ disciples saw His
resurrected body (v. 3) and heard His voice. The Emmaus
disciples walked and talked with Him, and upon recognizing Him
immediately returned to Jerusalem. (Lk. 24:13~33) Jesus also
appeared to James, and then five hundred other living
witnesses. (1 Cor. 15:6) He even appeared to Paul. (1 Cor. 156:8)
One cannot dismiss the apologetic value of all these witnesses
to Jesus Christ’s resurrection. Prior to His resurrection, His
followers acted cowardly, but after they saw Jesus each one
became energized with God’'s amazing proof. Before Jesus
resurrected, all His disciples were debased by the crucifixion
and forsook Him. They all fled in fear. (Mt. 26:56) After His
resurrection, their fears turned to faith and their doubts turned
to real eye witnesses. Their cowardice turned into courage, and
they were willing to lay down their lives for the truth-Jesus
Christ was alive!

The greatest and certainly most convincing proof is the
change that Jesus Christ makes in lives today. 2 Corinthians
5:17 says, "Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have
come.” Jesus wants to change you. If you meet Jesus Christ by
faith, you will be saved, "if you confess with your mouth Jesus
as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the
dead, you will be saved; for with the heart a person believes,
resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses,
resulting in salvation.”(Rom. 10:9&10) The exciting testimonies
of Christ's initial followers saved many lives, which in turn
saved many others, including yours and mine. The church exists
because Jesus resurrected.

Do you have convincing proofs for the resurrection of Jesus
Christ? If you are energized through the power of His Holy
Spirit, by the knowledge of His resurrection, then you have
everything needed to change and walk the narrow path. My
dear friends, when you believe in the risen Christ miraculous
things happen. |
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