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(® Next Sunday’s Message By Rev, Kim, Sung Kwan @

GOD'S DEALINGS

(Deuteronomy 8:11-20)

rom the very beginning, God chose Abraham as our earthly

tather. He blessed him and made his descendanis (the Israelites
and Christians) as numerous as the stars (Gen, 15:5). During the
[sraelites” enslavement, God chose Moses as their leader from Egypt
to the Promised Land (Jerusalem), In the Promised Land, God chose
many various leaders (prophets and kings) {or the Israelites but the
[sraelites failed to worship Him, Gaod then chose His only Son (Jesus
Christ) as the final leader for all Christians to the New Promised Land,
the New Jerusalem - Heaven!

This historical account of human history tells us so much about
God’ s dealings. God's Old Testament grace and New Testament
grace reveal His omnipotence (all power), omnipresence (all
presence), and omniscience (all knowing); and most importantly His
love for us! Many Christians today aren’t fully aware of God's
dealings: they don't understand His grace, Their perspective of a
Christian life doesn’t take into account or overlooks hardships and
sufferings as the two main traits of Christians, They believe that Christianity is painlessly
blissful, This type of thinking if not only biblically wrong but also extrernely harmful. As
today’ s scripture passages reveal, hardships and sufferings are part of God's love - they
are the avenues that humble us, make our faith stronge
Lord,

The book of Deuteronomy is like Moses' last will and testarment to his people,

r, and help us grow closer to our

Moses reminds the people of God's love to them and of their love to the Lord as their
sovercign God, In Deuteronomy 8, Moses specifically highlights God' s dealings and our
necessity to know and not forget God, Through his life’s experiences, both good and
bad, he wants everyone 1o know God's method in relation o us, He wants us to know
how God deals with His children,

Before we get into the heart of Deuteronomy 8's message, we need to appreciate
the messenger whom God used to write it, When we look at Moses' one hundred and
twenty vears of his life, we see a lor of hardship and suffering. And remember, Moses is
well known for being a friend of God. He spent the first forty years of his life living as
the Pharaoh’s daughters’” son, This situation provided him the best clothing, food,
shelter, education, political power and training, His life was luxurious and successful - it
was a life that everyone dreams about, However, he spent the next forty years as a
shepherd in a foreign land (Median), He went from the top aof success to the very
bottom of success, His connections to his country, family and friends were all tken
awdy, Can you imagine the heartache and suffering he endured because of these
circumstances? He went from luxury o poverty, from comfortable to uncomfortable,
from very popular to extremely lonesome - it was a life that everyone dreads, And vet,
God was with him and had never left him,

It was at this stage in Moses™ life that God called him into service, He led God's
people out of Egypt and through the wildemness for forty vears: during which time he
experienced tremendous hardships, He also witnessed and performed miracles beyond
imagination, Moses walked with God and spoke to God and God walked with Moses
and spoke 1o Moses during these forty years, Moses truly and fully experienced God's
dealings firsthand, He knew God,

With this background of experience, Moses informs us how God humbled and
tested His people in the desert for forty years to know their hearts - whether or not they
vould keep His commands, “He humbled you, causing you 1o hunger and then feeding
you with manna, which neither you nor your fathers had known, to teach you that man
does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord”
(Deut. 8:3), What did God do? He humbled His people in hunger and then fed them
with food from heaven, Why? To ieach them that human beings do not live by carthly
food alone, Up to this time, no one had this type of experience, The Israelites were
privileged to experience firsthand that God alone is sufficient,

Moreover, Jesus quotes this Bible verse! He came to this earth with a huge mission -
an overwhelming responsibility. Before beginning his official ministry, he wenr in the
desert to fast for forty days and nights, In his weak human condition, the devil
approached him in temptation, This crucial fight started with the tempter asking Jesus to
turn the stones into bread. Jesus responded, "It is written: Man does naot live on bread
alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God” (Matthew 4:4), Jesus” first
strike against Satan is Moses™ testament of experience, Jesus knew the power of God, He
knew that life belongs to God and is God!

We need to fully appreciate and understand this Bible passage, We should know
that in God's dealings he humbles us, Only God can do this, Only God can do

EAR] CE 26] Hd ©

JEEDED

(A1 7] 8:11-20)

WANE A oluzlitg $elEe 2o Mdeis
Yol shude 19} f19] alesEg (o] ankdl WA} 1a gl
) ET} o] B sHSYCHE 155), o]2ehdl wlEe| o2 )
& o, shpd & BAE 259 At AdstMA] 25 ool
ebe] a0 @ ol uIck ekl Wol A Bhpyle o] Aetel
& Skl e ARSI F0)E DuRRAY 282

Oll

o

> 1l

F Lo
ol 1}0
fifo
£
=
i‘”_
bt
é
u
;‘s—_-
gl_,
tﬁ
ey
_"._
o
£
H
il
B
ols
ol
L
,"_
flo
2 H
_°
i
o=
~
2.1

‘i" 74 "‘-“’J" < ’Hi$ °F"i‘ ! %*OP G} HJ} =
= ohaluek 2] 22 A Hl-_l-]g}ﬂ AUk
&t @1*}74 oldlli= -elel|Al ahhe o] A elel tiste I-
’45% g oL ek ok Aloks 53}01‘ shlde
o] Wt FafAlsha, 2ela AAET ofge /PJ
2l & sl e A Jep| T slgch L5 W :‘:'-El" -
2 s el delof diste], o] &aof diate] FES] AR
sha gk, TE e kst 7] el seale) ghof glold £4
7 7 Solets A najekA @AY AL s ek
7157} obEe] gle] Be7ler & AHF JAILITh o) eld 4zhe 4AH R %
ool g} o2 Sl=e Aok 2=l —E-Ff T2 ) o] shubd AR
ole] $a|& ZHLdH s, $eule] HES o8 ARls weEy, =3 felE
S-2] FH el TS $-2lE AR ZIck A Wkt
Al 7]E BAZE o] IS oA st vlA|et 7913 S gt A7 E §«
BAE BAENA shtdAA 258 AbshAlE At F “lr stibd ol ek 2E2] A
%Oﬂ thshe] oAl sbH AzEiAlE T A7) 8ellA] LAl shub o] Afelsh 52
=0l 6}4” S o g olx| golof & Z1& 53| AAEL syt 1E 3
=2 0% PE/I-E/MI thate] 3 U 9] slo] ARSL Sako] Le)
oA 7k=Rdct. 1 7t shldAA o B o] AYES oFAIEAE 8 =
7] vleha flFych
oAl 2] o] B AL o|allEl 7o WA Sl o] oAl A S 7] EEHeE ALEEE] Hd Al
Al aopsisfok Tt W o4 de] mAle] gella] Sl B e 97%E B Yy
ol I9HE 2 *il~ GHJr"I—# zigebar defA] suo. 2= 29 ¢ iH °l R s
H2 vi2 e e o= f:*i Aottt o) g8 ellAl FHale] o2&, &2, 747,
s, A2 E A FE U 1o 42 BE ARFEC| AHdE P=. ST Ea < BUR
Sl Aol 1r:1Ur T‘ chgre] AR WZhE 2= v Tl ofol|A] kAl= AR
A AReksrUch e AdEel ﬂ"%“ﬂ*l Wnieto 2 Aglshal dekFuch 27t 7REE o
g, 71&3} AFERe] e BF of ol ‘1}%&%44 27} o] wlgh Aol A&l
AQD ofF ILFE N 7 ‘iliﬁ' W’F IO RE olEe] TNk ARl FRE
"LOHH 7hetet dho . olebgl abo 2 E B aho 2 vl fgh o e ole g
aro g Melehgigo, 1de Bk ﬁPb‘rﬂ A f _19+ 7 sHda 22 22 o
BB e S =
vk ol2]gh wlofl hbdAlM &= BAE Al og Ra gyt 2= shubd e ¥
of °ﬂ A gefufo] golella] ARl WI7b Qb et 1 717k s Ay g A
Uk 2v =29 g 295 7138 Exaka gstdsyct. A7t shubd st 59
st shbd st clEe] 24Et gyl AW ofie) shubd A o] ALY ARt Aol F8at
A3 2ot o] GEgstaEUT BalE A2 shdsil shibdel delg o=
Agstasyct e shbd & dsksdo)
olefgh o] AL 2o Qe Al 2o WA shtde] T
ok 22l 719128 Yolr v TEo] nf3-& delH 7] 9J3le] s of
FA|TL Folell A A d1h 191 ‘i“é-% Algehde7 e el g
S A YR T dae Uk 42 3Eke) ) 9% 4R ES P
Al Hol 2l AL Algho] Ho gk AR= 1°l ohufa ofgete] qloaf tpoi= 5
AR= 24 U2 9 sl shaleldal (2l 8:3), dhpdo] el shasyaby fr‘;}g -19]
WS W 1E-S Fate] HFAla OEE slse] g2l Holdgyrt of %A &4l
27187 TE0A AR Fe] 828 Fatuk Al Fo] obdE 7tE A Al AT
At o] w7} o} o] e @ B L 3 o] %i%‘—}ur ojzetdl glZ-2 sty ghe
”LOI FEA A TAIE Bol4d g FA 3@“3]%7 2 7 2ok
13 ofuet s o] FAEL g3k % Fa2 737 T 93 A9
*?!%‘AI*I 7] &t of ey 3“"H'3Jr 9] %‘éi"H A|Z3tAl 7)ol kA e #of
’P*’l A FobE FalskEUTE e Bo| ok wlo vl FE7 chrbt A
2 33Ut o] Fas a2 *ria = A7} ol oflF] 22 HE thEe| Hog=
23 Alztel ol Fuct ol 2, 7158k gl oE Algto] wo gnt 4F Flo] ol Q F
._LLH’_‘: WE o g A Aojet (v} 4:4) I o FshaEY T Abetell tist of
91 AHA Thi 2 HA7} AFE R AL eyt dE & dhide] s8E ¢
Lot 2 "3“101 shupda) &5t Al e G’rﬁ" o 223 s Hal HolgGuel
2= I 4‘—” ”i”.‘% 8] olslEtaL folg dojof sRlFUTE shubE A= 4
<Al oHMUr 9.7 shjdule| o)A dH4 + U 2.4 8t

=5
7(
thdutol] = A2 4 + glerLich, shdsl Alelsh tEAIE dlol Hshdlel Aol

AR RO 18 ruiﬁ

)
i
U

ol

5 2
5y
e
-ﬂ:

‘\D
l'-?"—'- ;',r 5;52
2 Ho i ro

el

>§G l-l
it ".0 24 |-"|
i

B e

ol s o ot

H'l (i'“ =

o

1.|o

i 4
32

D

-{} :E o _9, ';{U -.‘c|0
E{)’ at, 1o J'd. rul-

Q

22,



@ 19974102262 za %

-

everything! There's no hulf and half - there's no partiality to God' s dealings, He does
everything - only everything! Every word that comes from God is life 10 us who have
faith in Jesus. This is a really powerful message: Life is God and God is everything!
Moses continues to remind the Israclites that, “Your clothes did not wear out and
your feet did not swell during these forty years” (Dent, 8:4), During their very long desert
After
traveling for so long, not even their feet swelled, Imagine clothes that last forty years,

excursion, Moses reminds everyone that not even their clothes got wormn out,

Imagine traveling mainly by foot for forty years in a desert and not having your feet
swell, Miracles of miracles - Moses reminds them of God' s constant and continuing love,
“He led you through the vast and dreadful desert, that thirsty and waterless land, with its
venomous snakes and scorpions, He brought you water out of hard rock” (Deut, 815).
Throughout their hardships, of which there were many, God was continually with them,
In a frightening and dangerous environment, God protected and provided everything for
the [sraelites, His purpose was to make their faith strong, so that His grace could bless
them,

Moses also wams, “Be careful that you do not forget the Lord your God, failing to
observe his commands, his laws and his decrees that [ am giving you this day” (Deur,
8:11), He wants to make sure the Israclites stay fully aware of God's presence,
Forgetting God leads o destruction and death, Moses wants his beloved people to stay
focused on God, for they had already experienced the consequences of rebellion and
disobedience; which were extreme hardships and intolerable sufferings - which led
many to death, Moses also reminds them,
who gives you the ability 10 produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he
(Deur, 8:18), Moses is saying to remember that

“But remember the Lord your God, for it is he

swore o vour forefathers, as it is t(zd.iy
God not only keeps His promises but daoes everything for ust and that our part is simply
to trust in Him 48 God,

As Christians, we are like God's chosen people from the Old Testament, Paul refers
to us us ‘God' s fellow workers’ and says, ©
vain” (2 Cor, 6:1), Paul’s saying that we really need to take God's grace seriously, And

... we urge you not Lo receive God' s grace in
he knows because he was a devout Jew who only came to know God's dealings
through Christ, His experience on the Damascus road not only changed his direction - it
changed his life! He, too, experienced God's dealings lirsthand! He suffered
imprisonment, persecution, sickness, and many other hardships as God' s servant,
Through it all he persevered and stood firm in his faith, He was a true Christian that
completely understood God’ s dealings - His amazing grace|

So many times Christians perceive God’s grace as something they accept freely
without thought, Their thinking is that if they say they believe in Jesus then the promise
of eternal life is guaranteed, Their faith is superficial or better stated arificial. And it
evidences itsell in their daily living, They try 1o avoid Christian dilemmas, [n tmes of
stress and turmoil, they twmn to the world {or help and totally miss God' s blessings, Their
lack of faith prevents them from experiencing God’ s dealings [irsthand,

if vou ke God's grace seriously and s'mcertfl{.r. you commend yourself in every
way; “in great endurance; in troubles, hardships and distresses; in beating,
imprisonments and riots; in hard work, sleepless nights and hunger: in purity,
understanding, patience and kindness; in the Holy Spirit and in sincere love; in truthful
speech and in the power of God; with weapons of righteousness in the right hand and
in the left” (Z Cor, 6:4-7). We need to understand that these hardships and blessings
happen in a life lived for God, Their purpose is to humble us and make us strong in our
faith, These things happen to God's people for God's purposes, Suffering is part of
growing closer to God, It doesn’ t mean self inflicted pain or sacrifice - it is a0 onue of
discipline that God alone decides, Through it we receive His grace abundantly!

Sodiety tries to deceive us and isolate us, Their perception of a4 good life is measured
by material wealth and happiness now, Suffering and hardship is to be avoided at all
costs - it is a4 curse, As Christians, we commend ourselves “through glory and dishonor,
bad repont and good report; genuine, vet regarded as impostors: known, yet regarded as
unknown; dying, and yet we live on; beaten, and yet not killed; sorrowful, yet always
rejoicing; poor, yet making many rich; having nothing, and yet possessing everything; (2
Cor. 6:8-10), Our perception of reality is the wuth,
Christian entails many hardships and that suffering in Christ is a blessing - not a curse,
Although the world tries to stap us and even hurt us, God’ s grace provides us with the

We understand that living as a

courage and strength o stand firm and persevere,

God's grace is a serious matter, It isn't something that can be accepted
halfheartedly, You can't live life as the world d
“Therefore come out from them and be separate, says the Lord, Touch no unclean thing,

does and also live life as God' s servant,

and [ will receive you™ (2 Cor, 6:17), For God to dwell in us, we must wholeheartedly
give ourselves 1o Him, We can’t play on both sides of the playground, We must live on
Gaod be God in order for us to be
His children, We must let His grace be sulficient in order for it to be effective!

the one side and witness to the other side, We must let

Both Moses and Paul experienced God' s dealings, Their hardships humbeled them
into complete reliance on God and made them stronger and more effective servants for
God, They knew the secret to God's dealings - the secret of His amazing grace. God
calls us t© be humble, sincere, and fuithful servants, He requires faithfulness through
obedience, The consequences of not allowing Gad to do everything - trying o hold on
to the world through your own understanding - is devastating,
destroyed before you, so you will be destroyed for not obeying the Lord your God”
(Deut, 8:20),

God' s dealings are the very definition of love, Through our [aith, His grace humbles
and puifies our very nature through trials and ribulatons - theough darkness and fear -

“Like the nations the Lord

through sadness and despair, [t is an amazing grace that transforms our very nature into
harmony with God' s nature, Let’ s remember God' s grace - His dealings - by observing,
obeying, revering, and walking in His way; letting Christ humble, strengthen, and bless
us forever!
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We are pleased to announce that we'll be hayving a Thanksgiving

Celebration party on the 16th of Nov,,

Welfare Center, Bl.

from 09:00 to 400 at the Communit

Please kindly help invite internationals in Korea around you,
| This will be a special event of sharing with the intemationals. Please bring

some gifts items(clothes, necessaries of life, etc.) to the ¢
contact to : Rev, Paul S, Lee(Tel. 552-8200)

share during the party,
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