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PASSOVER
REINSTITUTED

( I Chronicles 30:13-22)

ezekiah was the great king of Judah who purified the
H house of the Lord and reinstituted the Passover in
Jerusalem. Prior to his godly leadership, both Israel and
Judah had fallen into terrible sin and were under God's
wrath. Israel eventually fell and became captives to the
Assyrians under the leadership of King Hoshea. Hezekiah's
leadership saved his whole country and added a hundred
years 1o its existence,

The downfall and death of Solomon resulted in
God's nation being divided into two separate countries;
the Northern country (Israel) which was first ruled by
Jeroboam and the Southern country (Judah) which was first
ruled by Solomon’ s son-Rehoboam, Judah had Jerusalem
as its center which was the place consecrated by God for
His people to worship. Jeroboam thought that his people would tum on
him and side-up with Rehoboam if they continued to travel o Jerusalerm to
worship. So he established two foreign alters and appointed non-Levites to
the priesthood in his land so that Israel could worship without having to
travel 1o Jerusalem,

Sadly, both Jeroboam's and Rehoboam’s leadership mistakes led
[srael and Judah into sin, Many of the kings that followed also did evil in the
sight of the Lord, Once Israel fell to the Assyrians, it appeared that Judah
would soon follow, Fortunately, IHezekiah's leadership changed the
direction of God’ s kingdom from being cursed to being blessed.

How did Hezekiah's leadership influence his nation? The Bible tells
us, "He did right in the sight of the Lord, according to all that his father
David had done. He removed the high places and broke down the sacred
pillars and cut down the Asherah, He also broke in pieces the bronze
serpent that Moses had made, for until those days the sons of Israel burned
incense Lo it; and it was called Nehushtan, He trusted in the Lord, the God
of Israel; so that after him there was none like him among all the kings of
Judah, nor among those who were before him, For he clung 1o the Lord; he
did not depart from following Him, but kept His commandments, which
the Lord had commanded Moses (2 Kings 18:3-0). Hezekiah purged Judah's
sinfulness by observing the Lord and abolishing idolatry, He learned from
the prophets’ teachings and did not leave but remained solely the Lord, His
undivided heart and devotion to God truly changed the hearts of a whole
nation!

It s interesting to note that Hezekiah's first priority as king was to
purify the house of the Lord. Only after reestablishing the house of the Lord
and its services did he invite the whole nation of God (Israel, Judals,
Ephraim and Manasseh) to come to Jerusalem and celebrate the Passover
(vs. 1). Hezekiah understood the need for God's people to reinstitute
Passover, His heart burned to obey His holy command, "Now this day will
be a memorial to you, and you shall celebrate it as a feast to the Lord:
throughout your generations vou are to celebrate it as a feast to the Lord;
throughout your generations you are to celebrate it as a permanent
ordinance” (Fx, 12:14),

The reinstitution of the Passover was a major event because they had
ignored this lasting ordinance for many years, The proper procedures
needed o fulfill God's specific instructions for the Passover required them
1o celebrate in the second month of the year, instead of the official first
month (vs. 2). The reason for the delay was due to their sin and therefore ill
preparedness, The priests needed time to consecrate themselves and the
people needed time to gather together (vs, 3), Thankfully, God allowed if
circumstances required that the celebration of Passover could be postponed
from the [irst month to the second (Num, 9:10-11),
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The messengers that Hezekiah sent through-out the land to invite
God’s people to celebrate the Passover carried with them this proclamation,
"O sons of Israel, return to the Lord God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, that
He may return to those of you who escaped and are left from the hand of
the kings of Assyria” (vs, 0).
already lived with God but Hezekiah cries out to them to return to God so
that God can returmn to them, He asks them to be faithful, unlike their fathers
and brothers (vs, 7). He pleads with them to put away their pride and yield,
serve, and return to the house of the Lord so that God' s bumning anger may

The majority of God's people felt that they

turn away from them (vs, 8),

Hezekiah wasn't interested in receiving political power and praise.
His leadership efforts were sincere and godly motivated, He didn't
passively move for change but actively sought after the return of God' s
kingdom, Most importantly, his invitation included the reason of “why”
God's people desperately needed to return to Jerusalem and celebrate the
Passover, “"For if you return to the Lord, your brothers and your sons will
find compassion before those who led them captive and will return to this
land. For the Lord your God is gracious and compassionate, and will not
turn His face away from you if you return to Him" (vs, 9). Hezekiah
mentions the enormous blessings for those who decide to retumn. If they
return, they will find compassion and love, which is not just earthly love
between brothers and children, but heavenlv love from God. They will find
the love of the Lord and He will not urn away from them,

Sadly, the king's proclamation was received with scorn, ridicule and

mockery (vs. 10), Only a few chose to make the trip to Jerusalem (vs, 11),
The people were clever and used their intelligence to negate the positive
attributes of their retumn, Their present living conditions were comfortable,
From experience, they knew that returning to Jerusalem may cause trouble,
It was a risk and they were scared, Their own thinking led them to see with
sight not to walk by faith,

Those that gathered in Jerusalem were blessed by God with unity of
mind (vs, 12), There wasn't any fighting or disagreeing over differences of
opinion in the work that needed to be done, Just as the priests had
previously cleansed the house of the Lord, the large assembly cleansed the
city of all the paraphernalia of idolatry (vs. 14). They disposed the folk
religion articles into the waters of Kidron; which shows their permanent
repentance,

When the celebration began and the people ate the Passover, not
everyone had followed the purification rules (vs, 18), Hezekinh prayed for
them and God healed the people (vs, 20), Yor seven days they purely
worshipped God with great joy, praise, and thanks (vss. 21-22). Then they
decided to celebrate Passover for an extra seven days; marking the
rededication of the house of the Lord, Everyone rejoiced in the Lord (vs, 25),
Now, everything was in the right order and a great harmony existed, "So
there was great joy in Jerusalem, because there was nothing like this in
Jerusalem since the days of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel” (vs,
26).

“Then the Levitical priests arose and blessed the people; and their
voice was heard and their prayer came (o His dwelling place, to heaven”
(vs. 27). God's appointed priests arose and blessed the people. Their
function and normal activity was restored, Before, they were unconsecrated
and basically non-existent, But now, their hearts were clean and their
regular job was open, They blessed the people and God heard them,
Heaven heard them because their prayers reached His holy dwelling place,

My heart yearns to listen, follow and obey Jesus, As He has called me
to serve Him as the pastor of Choong Hyun Presbyterian Church, it is my
duty to ensure that His church be pure, true, and faithful to Him in all
aspects, Therefore, I call upon every church member to sincerely repent and
be reconciled with God in Christ, It is very importance that each of you
establish and maintain a right relationship with God, Having repented and
established a right relationship with God, we have strive to keep on
listening to His words, praying, and obeying to His commandments. Then
our hearts will be filled with peace and great joy. Hezekiah experienced
such peace and joy. Under his godly leadership a great revival took place,
His service to God was done with all his heart,

Today, our country and our church both need a great revivall We
can avoid God's wrath and be wonderfully blessed with His presence
when we return, repent, and reinstitute our faith in Christ! Also, when we
return, repent and reinstitute our faith in Christ, He will release the bondage
of sin so that God's compassion can shine upon us. Let’s cleanse our
church, hearts, and homes and recommit to serving the Lord, Let's joyfully
praise His name with one heart and receive His lasting peace and blessings,
Amen!
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