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Sermon for Next Sunda

ETERNAL LIFE

"And the testimony is this, that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.
"He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have the life.
These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God,
so that you may know that you have eternal life. (1 John 5:11~13)

e are living in two different worlds. One world is
VV passing and the other is eternal. The world that is
passing is filled with daily life and death issues. Every few
seconds someone is born and someocne dies. This passing
realm has a lot of hospital and graveyard activity! Most of this
world’s history is well recorded and analyzed. Historians,
philosophers, and medical experts throughout the ages have
studied and tried to stop the dying process to no avail. Today's
Bible verses clearly solve this problem. They mention God's
promise of eternal life.

Why do we need eternal life? Life on earth is short. Moses
defined the shortness of life in his prayer, “As for the days of
our life, they contain seventy years, or if due to strength, eighty
years, yet their pride is but labor and sorrow; for soon it is gone
and we fly away”(Ps. 90:10). James, the brother of Jesus,

explains, “You are just a vapor that appears for a little while and
then vanishes away" (Jam. 4:14). Even with all the new medical

technology the experts can delay life a little bit, but they can't
solve the problem of death. They can't give anyone eternal life.
God's Word says, "And the testimony is this, that God has
given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son"(1 Jn. 5:11). The
promise of eternal life is a bright light in the dark world. Eternal
life says our days here are but a prelude to eternity. This great
news helps dry the tears of those who mourn over the loss of
a saved loved one. In heaven, you won't find anyone crying.
You won't find a hospital or a cemetery in heaven because it is
eternally perfect.

How do we get eternal life? We get eternal life by receiving
a gift. Many Christians think that eternal life can be earned,
but that is just the devil's trick. No one can earn eternal life.
God gives eternal life as a gift to whoever believes in His Son.
Itis a free gift, “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift
of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord”(Rom. 6:23). If
you accept Jesus Christ, you will receive eternal life. This is
the greatest comfort a grieving family can experience over a
saved love one. Jesus said, “Peace | leave with you; My
peace | give to you; not as the world gives do | give to you. Do

not let your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful”(Jn. 14:27).
Paul testified, “we are of good courage, | say, and prefer
rather to be absent from the body and to be at home with the
Lord"(2 Cor. 5:8). Have you received this wonderful gift of
eternal life?

When does eternal life begin? We get eternal life when we
receive Christ as our Savior, “He who has the Son has the life;
he who does not have the Son of God does not have the
life”(1 Jn. 5:12). Doing a good job on this earth does not get
you into heaven! God is very clear on this matter, “He who
believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey
the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on
Him"({Jn. 3:36). Eternal life becomes a present possession as
soon as one believes. Likewise, God's wrath remains on the
unbeliever in the present. Do you believe?

My dear friends, too many people don‘t really believe in
Jesus Christ. They try to show others by their own wits that
they are great persons, but human greatness can’‘t get you
into heaven. Everyone going to heaven must have Jesus
Christ as their Savior. No matter how hard anyone tries or how
good anyone acts, neither feats offer eternal life. You have to
believe in Jesus Christ. As a believer, your present position of
eternal life brings peace of mind. It doesn’t make a difference
whether you are rich and strong or poor and weak, or even if
you're not a good person; the only thing that matters is that
you believe in Jesus. Jesus said, “Do not let your heart be
troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Father’s
house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, | would
have told you; for | go to prepare a place for you” (Jn. 14:1~2).
Now you know why Jesus told His disciples not to be worried
about death. Please bring your tears and fears to Jesus Christ.
Our loving Jesus will give you the peace that passes all
understanding. Please don’t delay one more day to trust Christ

* as your Savior. Right now can be your day of salvation. “These

things | have written to you who believe in the name of the
Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal
life”(1 Jn. 5:13). Amen. W
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