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After King Herod died, an angel came to Joseph, the father of Jesus. De-
spite the message of the angel informing him of returning to Israel from
the life of escape in Egypt, Joseph still had a fear in his heart. It was because
the person who became a new king reigning in Judea was Archelaus, the
son of Herod(v.22). In order that the life of the baby Jesus would not be
threatened, following the revelation, he came to settle in Nazareth in the
district of Galilee where the rule of Archelaus did not reach. The Bible says
this is also the event that a prophecy of the Old Testament was completed,
"and he went and lived in a town called Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was
said through the prophets, that he would be called a Nazarene.(v.23)" Naz-
areth was a very small village located in the west of the Sea of Galilee. Jesus
who grew up in this village was later called Jesus of Nazareth' Today, we
would try to find the meaning of the prophecy contained in 'Jesus of Naza-
reth' and the precious lesson on how we lead a life more taking after Jesus
through words.

The meaning of "Jesus of Nazareth'

Nazareth, a Hebrew word, can be written ‘L, A, 2’ in our language. It's be-
cause words in Hebrew consisted of only consonants. The first meaning of
‘Nazareth' we can infer through this word composed of ‘L A2’ in Hebrew is
'humility'. It is because Jesus from Nazareth, a village so small that no one
knows where it is, became Messiah the savior who saved the world. When I
was ministering as an immigrant pastor in the United States, a pastor who was
serving always said "Jesus of Nazareth" when he referred to Jesus: it's because
the word was the one that reveals the humility of Jesus. Other meaning of
‘Nazareth' is the 'Nazirite' It's because Jesus played a role similar to that of
Samson and Samuel, the representative Nazirites in the Old Testament. The
life of Jesus of Nazareth’ opened a new era to save God’s people and was the
life separated in front of God and the world. Therefore, Jesus of Nazareth' can
be considered to contain the meaning of the holy life of a person who belongs
to God, who accomplishes the salvation of God, and leads a selected sacred
life.

Another word equivalent to ‘L ~ 2" in the Old Testament is branch’ and
'sprout’. "A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a
Branch will bear fruit.(Is 11:1)" Verses about coming of Jesus written in Isaiah
were accomplished through Jesus of Nazareth. 'A shoot will come up from
the stump of Jesse' implies Jesus who came as David's son. It explains by refer-
ring to Jesus as "The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him—the Spirit of wisdom
and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of might, the Spirit of the
knowledge and fear of the Lord—and he will delight in the fear of the Lord.(Is
11:2-3)" We should also wish to take after this feature of Jesus. It is because this
feature of Jesus is the feature of the true people of God who have been saved
by Jesus. He says Jesus is righteous, faithful, and reconciles everything on this
earth'(Is11:5-6). When the rule of God is accomplished through Jesus, 'the
earth will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.
(Is 11:9)' and Jesus will assemble the 'scattered people' Lastly, through the word
that a highway for the scattered to come back will be opened, and eventually
they will be the remnant of the Kingdom of God), the proclamation of the
coming of Jesus and the ministry of Jesus comes true. The Bible describes the
event that Jesus came to this earth as a baby as the event of a new branch
coming up. It is because Jesus is 'a new beginning:

Almighty God can save us just by commanding from His throne. Neverthe-
less, God took on human flesh in person and came to this earth as an incar-

nated being. He did not come on a cloud from heaven as a matured or mighty

Sermon in English Translation

Why, He was called

Jesus of Nazareth?
(Matthew 2: 19-23)

Rev. Kyu Sam Han

being but was born as a babe in a manger. The true God came as a true hu-
man in order to be like us. Jesus suffered and overcame our difficulties and
troubles just like we did. We must sincerely rejoice and give thanks for the
birth of Jesus due to the fact that Jesus came to this earth as a baby in order to
stand before God on our behalf. Furthermore, we should make a decision to
live a life that embraces Jesus in our hearts and preaches him. This is that a
new 'stump' comes up and also a new 'branch’ comes up. It is 'a new beginning'
that the permanently uninterrupted hope is formed through the birth of a
‘branch’ I hope in the Lord that you and I can see the new beginning through

Jesus of Nazareth.

Besides, there are meanings like 'watchman|, and 'protect’ in Nazareth.
There is a common point that the meaning of 'remnant' is included in many
of these 'Nazareths' in the Old Testament. “For there shall be a day, that the
watchmen upon the mount Ephraim shall cry, Arise ye, and let us go up to
Zion unto the Lord our God. For thus saith the Lord; Sing with gladness for
Jacob, and shout among the chief of the nations: publish ye, praise ye, and say,
O Lord, save thy people, the remnant of Israel”(Jer 31:6-7) Jesus of Nazareth'
was separated like a Nazirite. The person who informs of the new beginning
like a ‘branch;, stays together when it is dark as a 'watchman|, and tells a new
day has come is Jesus of Nazareth' I hope we will become the people of Jesus
who embrace Jesus of Nazareth' in our hearts and follow him. Like “Jesus of
Nazareth,” I hope we will become 'the remnants, living a humble and separat-

ed life and revealing the vitality of life as a new branch.

To become more like Jesus of Nazareth

We have to learn the holy life like that of a Nazirite through Jesus of Naza-
reth. We should live a more tidy and more controlled life. It is because the
‘remnants’ God uses to achieve the plan of his salvation and reveal his abilities
are the holy people. When Protestantism first spread in Korea, the missionar-
ies made a decision to live a selected life as believers by not drinking and
smoking, which speak for secular depravity. However, at present after long
time passed, there are people who stay far from 'drinking and smoking'
among those who are outside of the belief so that it is difficult to distinguish
believers by just prohibiting drinking and smoking. Therefore, we should dis-
card our greed in order to become the remnants' and 'a new branch' which
the Bible refers to. We should realize we have greed which we are not aware
of, and we should live with awareness of the greed. There is one more thing.
We should prohibit 'vain boasting' Philippians 2:5 says, "In your relationships
with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:" It is the heart of Je-
sus to decide not to take equality with God even though he is equal to God,
Rather, the Christmas on this earth is the heart of Jesus, who was made in hu-
man likeness by making himself nothing, by taking the very nature of a ser-
vant(Phil 2:7) The word, 'made himself nothing' is to decide not to boast vain-
ly. Jesus of Nazareth' is a very good name. [ pray in the name of the Lord that
you and I embrace this name in our hearts and follow Jesus more splendidly.
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