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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

WONDERFUL HOPE

For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction,

so that through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.
(Romans 15:4)

hat is hope? Hope is the expectation of something desired

and the confidence that it will happen in the futuie.
Christian hope is the belief that God will keep His promises for the
future. We base this hope on the evidence of God's faithfulness in
the past. The Bible gives us God's word; it tells us what promises
He has already fulfilled and what promises we still have to look
forward to, like life after death, Christ's return, and eternity in
heaven. Today's Bible verse tells us that the Bible was written to
instruct, encourage, and give hope to God's children. This hope is
wonderful and certain, not simply a wish. God's faithfulness to His
children is clearly demonstrated in the history of salvation as
recorded in the Bible and as experienced by the church.

Sadly, some people have no wonderful hope. Paul describes
these people by saying, “---remember that you were at that time
separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel,
and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and
without God in the world"(Eph. 2:12). Indeed, without God one is
absolutely hopeless. Because of Jesus Christ we have great,
wonderful hope. Too many of today’'s Christians don't know this
hope. They don't truly realize that without Jesus they are dead
because of sin, “And you were dead in your trespasses and sins,
in which you formerly walked according to the course of this
world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit
that is now working in the sons of disobedience”(Eph. 2:1~2). No
one can relate to God, receive His promises, and experience His
love without Jesus. Paul says, “If we have hoped in Christ in this
life only, we are of all men most to be pitied”(1Cor. 15:19). Faith in
Christ gives us a future of eternal life.

Christians are born again to a living hope. Before believing in
Jesus, everyone had a dead hope, but coming to Christ gives
believers a living hope, “Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused
us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead”(1Pet. 1:3). This is exciting news!
Because Christ lives, those who believe in Him live also. Jesus
said to His disciples, “After a little while the world will no longer
see me but you will see Me; because | live, you will live also”(Jn.
14:18). Jesus Christ gives believers real life, “He who has the Son
has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have
the life"(1Jn. 5:12). Isn't that wonderful? We have an everlasting
future because of Jesus. He has gone ahead into heaven, and as
our hope, though out of sight, He holds us secure, especially in
times of trouble, “This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, a

hope both sure and steadfast and one which enters within the
veil”(Heb. 6:19). Jesus gives us peace, the kind of peace that
surpasses all understanding, to calm our souls during the difficult
times of this life. Remember the time when His disciples became
frantic and fearful over the winds and waves? Jesus got up from
sleeping and rebuked the wind and said to the sea, “Hush, be
still”"(Mk. 4:39), and everything immediately became perfectly
calm. Only believers can experience such wenderful hope.

Christians who have wonderful hope are cleansed from sin,
"And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself,
just as He is pure”(1Jn. 3:3). When we repent, Jesus continually
cleanses us from sin. He makes us pure and holy in the sight of
our Heavenly Father. 1John 1:7 says, "but if we walk in the Light
as He Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship with one
another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.”
Paul encourages God's children to live holy, "Therefore, having
these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all
defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of
God"(2Cor. 7:1). As Christians, our hope gives us the desire for
personal holiness externally (flesh) and internally (spirit).

Christians who have wonderful hope share it with others. What
their hearts desire is to tell others about the gospel because it has
saved them. Paul explains, “For it is written in the Law of Moses,
“You shall not muzzle the ox while he is threshing." God is not
concerned about oxen, is He? Or is He speaking altogether for our
sake? Yes, for our sake it was written, because the plowman
ought to plow in hope, and the thresher to thresh in hope of
sharing the crops”(1Cor. 9:9~10). Believers share God's great love
with confidence and diligence because they know that what has
been promised will be fulfilled, “And we desire that each one of
you show the same diligence so as to realize the full assurance of
hope until the end”(Heb. 6:11). There is great joy in sharing and

_ great anticipation, "looking for the blessed hope and the

appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ
Jesus"(Tit. 2:13).

My dear friend, do you have this wonderful hope? Do you
understand that earthly hopes are dead hopes, and that Jesus is
the only living hope? Today is the third Sunday in Lent, and this
church is following Jesus because He gives us a living hope that
leads to eternal life, "in the hope of eternal life, which God, who
cannet lie, promised long ages ago”(Tit. 1:2). Please trust God's
promises and believe in Jesus. He will fill your heart with
wonderful hope that is sure to bring you eternal life. Amen. {
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