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Sermon for Next Sunda

RESURRECTION LIFE

“Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ,
keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.
@Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth.
(Colossians 3:1~2)

hurch pastors often explain the Christian life by describing

earthly blessings. They’ll talk about the blessings of happy
marriages, good health, loving children, and successful jobs. What
is a real Christian life? Do you think you can express the Christian
life with earthly things? The Bible tells us that if you believe in
Jesus, if you are a born-again Christian, then you wouldn‘t think
about earthly things, but rather think only about the things above.
How can preachers talk about how wonderful the Christian life is by
talking about earthly things? I'd like to challenge you today by
asking you a few questions. Do you believe Jesus is truly your
Savior? If yes, then are you living the resurrection life? What is a
resurrection life? A resurrection life is a life spent not thinking about
earthly things, but rather focuses only on the things above. Let's
humbly look at today’s Bible verses to strengthen our faith.

A resurrection life looks for vital signs. Today's message begins,
"Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the
things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God”(Col.
3:1). What does “raised up” mean? It means new life. New life is a
vital sign. You have to die to self in order to be raised up with Christ.
This verse describes the new life that is ours when we receive
Christ as Lord and accept His sacrifice on our behalf. Colossians
2:12 says, “having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you
were also raised up with Him through faith in the working of God,
who raised Him from the dead.” Our old nature dies when Christ
reigns within us. Are you buried with Christ, or are you still in
control of your own life? If you accept Jesus as your Lord then you
have new life, “Therefore we have been buried with Him through
baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead
through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of
life. For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His
death, certainly we shall also be in the likeness of His resurrection,
knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, in order that
our body of sin might be done away with, so that we would no
longer be slaves to sin”(Rom. 6:4~6). Do you agree with that? Paul
explained it even more clearly, “I have been crucified with Christ;
and it is no longer | who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life
which | now live in the flesh | live by faith in the Son of God, who
loved me and gave Himself up for me"(Gal. 2:20). Another vital sign
that the Bible tells us is that we don’t live by ourselves any longer
when we place our faith in Christ, but we live by the power of the
resurrection life of Christ. Our actions display Christ's actions rather
than our own.

A resurrection life focuses on the things above, "Set your mind on
the things above, not on the things that are on earth”(Col. 3:2). If
you're seeking and looking constantly for the things above, then
your mind will be set upon them. The things above are really the
only things of importance. We must constantly and always put
God's kingdom first. Matthew 6:19~21 say, “Do not store up for
yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and
where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves

treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and
where thieves do not break in or steal; for where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also.” Christians always like to prioritize, like
doing their Bible reading first and their regular work next. This is a
fallacy! The resurrection life is all about God's work always. The lust
of the flesh is striving constantly for the affection of our spiritual
heart, “Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone
loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in
the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the
boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world.
The world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who does
the will of God lives forever”(1 Jn. 2:15~17). What's important to
you really effects your spiritual life. Jesus said, “Not everyone who
says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord," will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he
who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter”(Mt.
7:21). Is your mind set on earthly things or the things above? Be
honest, “Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self
with its evil practices”(Col. 3:9). If you are not a new creature, and
don't have new life, then your old nature is still in control. Please
don't lie when | ask you; do you have resurrection life?

A resurrection life does not follow or conform to this world. | see
a lot of churches and a lot of Christians trying to copy other
churches and other Christians. People with new life follow Christ
alone, "and have put on the new self who is being renewed to a
true knowledge according to the image of the One who created
him™(Col. 3:10). Christians must continually practice their faith and
continually set their minds to the things above. They must put off
earthly things and keep growing, renewing, and sanctifying
themselves in Christ, “And do not be conformed to this world, but
be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may
prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable
and perfect”(Rom. 12:2). How does one do that? You get rid of your
will and live by faith, “But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He
will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own
initiative, but whatever He Hears, He will speak; and He will
disclose to you what is to come“(Jn. 16:13). If you keep seeking the
things above and you keep thinking about the things above, the
Holy Spirit will explain everything to you. If you start seeking earthly
things and keep thinking things on your own, then you won't be
able to hear the Holy Spirit's voice. The Holy Spirit wants to help
you, “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in
My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your
remembrance all that | said to you"(Jn. 14:26).

My dear friends, you can live the resurrection life. If you set your
mind to the things above and keep looking for the vital signs and
keep focused on Christ, then you won't want to follow the ways of
this earth. You'll want to follow the Holy Spirit because His voice
will enlighten and empower you. Please deny yourself, take your
cross, and follow Jesus, so that you can live the resurrection life
now and forever. Amen. 4
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