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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

THE SACRIFICE OF ABRAHAM

“Now it came about after these things, that God tested Abraham, and said to him, “Abraham!”
And he said, “Here I am.” PHe said, “Take now your son, your only son, whom you love, Isaac,
and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which
I will tell you.” - “Abraham called the name of that place The LORD Will Provide,
as it is said to this day, “In the mount of the LORD it will be provided.” (Genesis 22:1~14)

braham is the father of the faithful. Galatians 3:29 says, “And if

you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s descendants,
heirs according to promise.” Abraham is related, by the blood of
Jesus, to all true believers. His life reflected the workings of great
faith. When he was asked by God to sacrifice his beloved son,
Isaac, he didn't stagger or hesitate. He didn’t spend time
contemplating the request or consulting others. He just heard God's
message and was fully determined to obey. Today's Bible passage
tells us that he “rose early in the morning---split wood for the burnt
offering” (Gen. 22:3). Abraham obeyed immediately. He trusted God
completely and believed, no matter what the detriment to him, God
knows best. Let's look at several key elements mentioned in
today’s Bible passages that highlight the power of faith.

First, look at Abraham's sacrifice. God asked Abraham, "Take now
your son, your only son, whom you love, Isaac, and go to the land
of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the
mountains of which | will tell you"(Gen. 22:2). Isaac was the center
of Abraham’s life. All his hopes, desires, and affections revolved
around his son. Sacrificing Isaac was like letting-go of everything
and having absolutely nothing left, but God. God is enough! He is
the Creator. Abraham could not compare his son to God because
God is everything. God gave up His only begotten Son, Jesus
Christ, in which all His affections were centered. We can never
understand His great sacrifice in giving His Son, but we can know
that God gave His all. John 3:16 says, "For God so loved the world,
that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him
shall not perish, but have eternal life.” Faith in God is all anycne
needs.

Second, look at Isaac's submission. Today's Bible verses tell us,
“Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac
his son, and he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So the two of
them walked on together---Then they came to the place of which
God had told him; and Abraham built the altar there and arranged
the wood, and bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top
of the wood. Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to
slay his son”(Gen. 22:6,9~10). Abraham and Isaac walked together.
In the very real sense this was true of Jesus Christ and His Father.
In making atonement for sin, God and His Son walked together.
The purpose of the Father and the Son was one. Like the Lord
Jesus Christ, Isaac submitted. Abraham was about one hundred
and twenty-five years old, and Isaac around twenty-five years old.
Isaac could have easily escaped from his father, but he didn't.
Instead, he laid down his life for his father's will to be done. Not
many can truly imagine the burden in Abraham's eyes as he gazed
upon his son while placing the wood around him. As he stood over
his son, Abraham relented to his cross of. sacrifice. What a picture

of the only begotten of God with the burden of our iniquities laid
upon Him by His loving Father. Abraham and Isaac practiced their
faith

Third, look at the fire and knife. Abraham “took in his hand the
fire and the knife”(Gen. 22:6). These elements are awfully solemn.
In Old Testament times, sacrifices required fire. Hebrews 12:29
says, "for our God is-a consuming fire.” God is holy. Holiness and
fire are intertwined. The knife is a reference of judgment. Zechariah
13:7 says, “ 'Awake, O sword, against My Shepherd, And against
the man, My Associate,” Declares the LORD of hosts. 'Strike the-
Shepherd that the sheep may be scattered; And | will turn My hand
against the little ones.” " The knife was quivering in the air when
Jesus cried, " 'ELI, ELI, LAMA SABACHTHANI?" that is, ‘MY GOD,
MY GOD, WHY HAVE YOU FORSAKEN ME?" " Sadly, these days’
people are ready to forget that every sacrifice to God has
something to do with the fire of holiness, the knife of judgment,
and dying. Our souls must tread softly to the altar of God. Abraham
built the altar on which his son was placed. His work was solemn
and his soul was contrite. God took His Son as the Lamb to be
slain. The angels in heaven cry out, “Worthy is the Lamb that was
slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and might and honor
and glory and blessing”(Rev. 5:12).

Lastly, look at the act of substitution. God didn't take Abraham’s
son. Today's Bible verses tell us, “Then Abraham raised his eyes
and locked, and behold, behind him a ram caught in the thicket by
his horns; and Abraham went and took the ram and offered him up
for a burnt offering in the place of his son"(Gen. 22:13). God had
prepared something else. The scene of Mt. Moriah is like Mt.
Calvary. The result could scarcely have been perfect without a
substitution. The ram became the burnt offering and Isaac became
free. Observe this sacrifice that was provided by Ged in view of
Jesus before us, not as the Son now, but as a substitute for our
condemnation. Man found a cross for Christ, but it was God who
found the ransom. Abraham called the name of the place where he
built the altar to sacrifice his son “Yahweh,” meaning "The LORD
Will Provide”{Gen. 22:14). Romans 8:32 says, “He who did not
spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He
not also with Him freely give us all things?” Ask Isaac, as he gazed
at the ram, whether or not he believed in substitution. Isaac felt like
John felt when he saw Jesus, “Behold, the Lamb of God who
takes away the sin of the world! " (Jn. 1:29).

My dear friend, we need the same faith as Abraham. God loves
you and has taken care of everything that concerns you. Like
Abraham, you need to place God first in your life, above everyone
and everything else. Please let nothing be dearer to your heart than
the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. i
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