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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

WITH THE RESURRECTION CHRIST

“And behold, two of them were going that very day to a village named Emmaus, which was about seven
miles from Jerusalem. "“And they were talking with each other about all these things which had taken
place. - “?And they got up that very hour and returned to Jerusalem, and found gathered together the
eleven and those who were with them, ““saying, “The Lord has really risen, and has appeared to Simon.”
“9They began to relate their experiences on the road
and how He was recognized by them in the breaking of the bread. (Luke 24:13~35)

he day of Jesus’ resurrection was a victoriously great day! The

world never had a day like this before. Resurrection is itself a
wonderful word. Do you know of any word more exciting?
Strangely, it was a day doubted by Jesus' disciples and believed by
His enemies (Mt. 28:11~15) Resurrection Day, what we now refer
to as Easter, was the day that all God's people should have jumped
with joy, but the doubting disciples in today’'s Bible passage were
sad and lonely. They were going away from Jerusalem and toward
their homeland. On this remarkable and majestic day, they should
have been with the Resurrection Christ. Jesus Christ came into this
world as a baby, born in the land of Bethlehem to a lowly carpenter
who laid Him down in a manger. As the humble Son of God, He
came into this world to die on a cross. During His three year
ministry, He was a friend to the sick and poor. He raised dead
people, cried for Jerusalem, and remained quiet at His court
sentencing. As He was dying on the cross in perfect obedience, He
prayed for God the Father to forgive all those who were persecuting
Him. He led an amazing and incredible life. However you look at it,
His life was more than wonderful. As the Resurrection Christ,
today's Bible passage shows us what He did.

The Resurrection Christ walked with the two Emmaus disciples.
He showed up to these depressed men and did not scream and yell
at their stupidity, but rather followed along with their conversation. If
you or | reappeared to some close friends after dying and telling
them to expect our return, but they did not listen, we would
probably be very upset. When we saw these friends, we would
probably run up to thern and say, “Look at me fool, after everything |
taught you, how could you be so dumb.” Jesus handled these
depressed and doubtful disciples with extreme care, just like He
loves you and me today, “While they were talking and discussing,
Jesus Himself approached and began traveling with them."{v. 15)
His humble approach is wonderful. How wonderful | cannot explain,
but do you see the wonder? Could you really be so humble? These
men were so sad when they should have been so excited on this
victorious day, but Jesus did not rebuke them. Instead, He
approached them and walked with them. The Resurrection Jesus
Christ is never far from you. He always walks with you, even when
you do not realize it. His victory is soft and humble. He travels along
beside you to help guide and direct you onto the narrow pathway.

The Resurrection Christ handled the problem of the two Emmaus
disciples. He said to them, “What are these words that you are
exchanging with one another as you are walking?“(v. 17) Jesus is

actually God, so He knew what they were talking about and what
their problem was, but He waited for their answer. They thought
that their teacher was absolutely dead, which is why they were so
sad. Often times Christians act in similar poor fashion. They do not
really believe in Jesus’ resurrection and victory. Sure, many of you
proclaim that Jesus is alive but you do not act like it! If Jesus is
alive, then how come you are depressed or sad right now? Why do
you behave as if He is dead? Why do you appear to be exactly like
the Emmaus disciples, even though Jesus is the victorious Lord? He
wants to give you the right answer, no matter if your prayers are
weak. He overcame sin and death. He destroyed all their power over
your life. He is the Risen Savior, so please remember Him and His
words. His victory brings salvation to your soul.

The Resurrection Christ set fire to the Emmaus disciples’ hearts.
When they finally recognized Jesus, they said to one another, "Were
not our hearts burning within us while He was speaking to us on the
road, while He was explaining the Scriptures to us?"(v. 32) Jesus
placed the fire of the Holy Spirit on their hearts. They looked back
and repented over their mistakes. They regretted their behavior, and
their faith changed. Now, they are happy and excited. They could not
even spend the night at home, but had to rise up and return to
Jerusalem because in their hearts was the Resurrection Christ.
Jesus visited them with humbleness in their dilemma. Their doubts
and fears caused their souls to become lazy and sleepy, but the
Resurrection Christ Jesus woke them up with the Holy Scriptures.
As they sat down for dinner, Jesus "took the bread and blessed it,
and breaking it, He began giving it to them. Then their eyes were
opened and they recognized Him; and He vanished from their
sight"(vv. 30&31) As Jesus reached for the bread, they saw His nail
pierced hands. The Scriptures opened their eyes to see their
Redeemer and Savior.

My dear friend, today is the second Sunday following Easter.
Jesus wants to set your heart on fire with His love. Is your heart
filled with the fire of the Holy Spirit? Is your life changing? If you
allow Him to enter your life, He will open your eyes to the Bible and
save your soul from utter destruction. His power is wonderful. He
will quietly walk with you and talk with you and tell you that you are
His own. Please ask Jesus to forgive you, guide you, teach you, and
control you, He is the Risen Savior. He will travel with you from here
to heaven, taking care of all your problems, and filling you with His
love. Walk with the Resurrection Christ, talk with the Resurrection
Christ, and let the Resurrection Christ set you on fire. Amen. §f
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