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Lost Ones
(Ephesians 2:11-13)

Therefore remember,--- that you were at that time separate from Christ,
excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise,
having no hope and without God in the world.

But now in Christ Jesus you
who formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ

Today's Bible passage begins with the words,
“Therefore remember”. We've got to remember that
before Christ Jesus was as Gentiles were lost. Recently
the universal church has lost the Word of God. They
preach and educate their congregations with all kinds of
subjects that aren’t in the Bible, like Halloween, Harry
Potter books, and whatever makes the headlines news.
Too many preachers from their sermons around the
popular, interesting, or pleasurable things of life. Without
the Word of God, the Church loses its life. That's the result
of sinfulness. How serious is it to know when we are lost?
Jesus said, “For the Son of Man has come to seek and to
save that which was lost” (Lk. 19:10). We've got to
seriously know when we get lost. Jesus came to this world
because He wants to save the lost ones. What does the
phrase “lost ones™ really mean?

The lost ones are people without hope. Without Jesus
Christ there is no hope. Paul reminds the Ephesians, “that
formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh, who are called
“Uncircumcision” by the so-called “Circumcision.” which is
performed in the flesh by human hands—remember that
you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from
the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the
covenants of promise, having no hope” (vv. 11-12). Before
Christ, the Ephesians had no hope. Every Gentile had no
hope. What is this hope? This hope is saving hope,
salvation hope. It is the hope that relates with the Savior. It
is the hope from heaven, “because of the hope laid up for
you in heaven, of which you previously heard in the word
of truth, the gospel” (Col. 1:5). This hope is so important. It
is the hope of glory, “to whom God willed to make known
what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the
Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory” (Col.
1:27).

What kind of hope do the lost ones lack? They don’t
have hope in the covenants of God’s promise, They don't
have assurance. But those who do have this hope have it
as an anchor of the soul, “a hope both sure and steadfast
and one which enters within the veil” (Heb. 6:19). Within
the veil refers to in the presence of God. Believers have
assurance because Jesus has already entered into the
presence of God and assures us of our entrance into
heaven as well. Christ has gone ahead into heaven, and
as our hope/anchor, though out of sight, He holds us
secure, especially in times of storm. This glorious hope is
something the lost ones don't have.

The lost ones not only have no hope, but they are also
“without God in the world” (v. 12). Indeed, they might have
money, fame, and a worldly reputation, but without God it
means absolutely nothing. Without God they're lost! Paul
mentions these things to the Ephesian church so that they

will remember their past history, which was without hope

and no God. He emphasizes these things now so that
they don't forget and lose sight of the most valuable
treasure of heaven. Generally speaking, non-believing
Gentiles call upon the Lord more often than believers.
Whenever non-believers experience sickness, financial
hardship, accidents, or family problems, they usually seek
the Lord. They cry out, “God | need you, | need help.” But
Christians, whenever they get family, money, or health
problems, they tend to go away from God. They turn first
to the technological or scientific advances of our day. Why
is that? Jesus addressed this exact situation with His
disciples. After emphasizing the need for personal faith for
salvation, many of His disciples withdrew and were not
walking with Him anymore. So Jesus said to the twelve.
‘You do not want to go away also, do you?' Simon Peter
answered Him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have
words of eternal life” (Jn. 6:66-68). The other disciples left
because they didn't have the Word of God.

The lost ones have no hope, no God in the world, and
no eternal life. Without hope, without God, no one can
have eternal life. Right? The Bible clearly says, “He who
has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of
God does not have the life” (1 Jn. 5:12). So, my dear
friend, this life of yours is short. Perhaps you may live to
be seventy, eighty, or even ninety years old. Modern
medicine can only extend your earthly life for a little bit of
time. But Christ, He will provide eternal life. Jesus said,
“Truly, truly, | say to you, he who hears My word, and
believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not
come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life”
(Jn. 5:24). Amen. Do you have this assurance of eternal
life? The lost ones don't have eternal life. We are all
sinners, every one of us. The result of sin is death, “For
the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal
life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 6:23). “But God
demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we
were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8). So,
wherever a sinner comes to the cross, accepts Jesus
Christ as their Lord and Savior, they will get saved. They
are not going to be among the lost ones anymore. They
will be found. They will find hope, fellowship with Ged, and
receive eternal life.

Do you want to come to Jesus or go away? Why don't
you want to come? If you are lost, you have no hope, no
God, and no eternal life. If you come, all three of these
things will be yours. It's so simple. Jesus only looks for the
sinners. It's amazing but true. Jesus only looks for the lost
ones. If you think your smart, great, and live for the riches
of this world, you miss eternal life. But if you realize that
you are a poor sinner and come to Jesus, Jesus will find
you, and you will have it alll That's amazing grace! That's
what we call the gospel, the good news. Amen. |
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