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STUBBORN AS AN OX

12While thus engaged as I was journeying to Damascus with the authority and commission of the
chief priests, "Yat midday, O King, I saw on the way a light from heaven, brighter than the sun,
shining all around me and those who were journeying with me. ** And when we had all fallen to the
ground, I heard a voice saying to me in the Hebrew dialect, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?
It is hard for you to kick against the goads.’(Acts 26:12-14)

| Sermon for Next Sunday |

hen Paul returned to Jerusalem, after his third missionary you with goads because you ignore the Gospel. You laugh at
journey, the Jews in Asia stirred up the synagogue crowds sermons. You distort God's love. You close your ears to the
forcing the Romans to arrest him. In today's Bible verses, he stands preacher’s cry for you to come to the cross. You close your eyes to
before King Agrippa and many other prominent authorities in defense the sin that is killing you, and make no effort toward repentance. You
of the charges brought against him. Instead of defending himself, he persecute God's children. You willfully sin, and continually kick your
talks about Jesus Christ. In his address to the king, he proclaims the feet against the goads of God.
gospel message. He tells the king the story of his zealous Jewish Through this hardness, if you listen, there is a great plan. In the
upbringing, which naturally led to his hostility toward Jesus and His present, you are unhappy, stressed, tired, and your heart feels like it
followers. His outrage was so intense that he sought to punish the can burst. The future is also difficult because you will regret your sins
saints in foreign cities under the authority and commission from and suffer many, many times for them. Paul repented and confessed
Jerusalem's chief priests. On one such journey, from Jerusalem to that he was a master sinner, the least in God's kingdom, “For | am
Damascus, a bright light stopped him. He retells the incident, "at the least of the apostles, and not fit to be called an apostle, because
midday, O King, | saw on the way a light from heaven, brighter than | persecuted the church of God”(1 Cor. 15:9). He died everyday for
the sun, shining all around me and those who were journeying with Jesus. He cried all the time, hearing the bad mews about himself
me. And when we had all fallen to the ground, | heard a voice saying while trying to preach, “but only they kept hearing, He who once
to me in the Hebrew dialect, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting persecuted us is now preaching the faith which he once tried to
Me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads'" (vv. 13&14). destroy”(Gal. 1:23). The people who heard about Stephen, and the
A special light from heaven forced Paul and his companions to the families separated and destroyed because of his persecutions were
ground, but only Paul sustained physical damage. His eyes lost their strong barriers to overcome. Even so, his future held great promise
ability to see. His companions saw the light, to be sure, "but did not because of Jesus. Jesus gave him the strength to endure all

understand the voice of the One who was speaking”(Acts 22:9). hardships for His namesake. His training was hard, but Jesus
Jesus spoke to Paul in his native tongue. “The men who traveled prepared him to face the trials ahead.
with him stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no Paul explained to the king the heavenly vision that changed his

one”(Acts 9:7). Paul understood the words of Jesus very clearly. In faith from Jewish to Christian, and made him a minister and witness
that moment, they destroyed his religious faith, pride, and self-. to it. In describing what happened to him, he revealed God's
consciousness. He laid on the ground powerless, needing his salvation plan for all people{see Acts 26:18). He testified that what
companions to lead him the rest of the way to Damascus. the Prophets and Moses said was going to take place; "that the
Interestingly, Jesus used a Greek proverb for useless resistance in Christ was to suffer, and that by reason of His resurrection from the
his talk with Paul. Goads were long, wooden rods with a sharp point dead He would be the first to proclaim light both to the Jewish
used to prod oxen while plowing. Jesus was telling Paul that it was people and to the Gentile,” actually happened (Acts 26:23). He did
useless for him to persecute the church—he was only hurting - not believe it when he first heard about it because he was stubborn
himself. In other words, Paul was acting like a stubborn ox. His and stupid, but now he knows it is the truth and can do nothing but
religious pride closed his spiritual ears and eyes, making him proclaim it.
senseless. In thinking he was righteous by kicking against Jesus, he My dear friend, if you are against the gospel, the grace of God, you
found himself blind and helpless. Jesus punished him, but did not kill are stupid. Please come to Jesus. He loves you greatly. Do not be
him. Without Jesus, this stubborn ox had no value, but with His stubborn as an ox. | do not want you to receive more punishment, so
guidance and teaching, this brute had great potential. If he obeyed, please listen to His heavenly voice. He will talk to you in your own

he could be useful. If he repented, he could serve the Son of God. language. Stop making excuses and deny yourself. There is no
There was no escape. He had two choices: stay a stubborn ox and escape from reality, which is either salvation or death. Paul said, I
die or obey Jesus and live, thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because He

Jesus handled Paul with a goad because he did not follow His considered me faithful, putting me into service, even though | was
gentle coaxing through His Word and Spirit. He did not listen to His formerly a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent aggressor. Yet |
preachers and teachers. He did not act upon His love and grace. Paul was shown mercy because | acted ignorantly in unbelief; and the
believed in Moses’ law, and Moses' law condemned him as grace of our Lord was more than abundant, with the faith and love
unrighteous. Jesus showed him the truth and handled him with which are found in Christ Jesus”(1 Tim. 1:12-14). Paul chose Jesus,
righteous judgment, so that he could see for himself that he was not and received His mercy because he listened and obeyed. He
righteous. Sometimes Jesus makes you lose a friend or family changed from a stubborn and stupid ox into a humble and faithful
member, and sometimes He allows inescapable sickness and servant of God. What an amazing grace! 4
affliction to overcome you, almost to the point of death. He handles
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