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Sermon for Next Sunda

LIFE OF FAITH

©VHe said, “Naked I came from my mother’s womb,
And naked I shall return there. The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away.
Blessed be the name of the LO.
“Through all this Job did not sin nor did he blame God.
(Job 1:21~22)

ob was a truly good man with a beautiful family that consisted of
\J seven sons and three daughters. He was very prosperous and
well respected in his country, “the greatest of all the men of the
east”(Job 1:3). Even God mentioned his excellent standing, “For
there is no one like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man,
fearing God and turning away from evil”(Job 1:8). One day he
received four consecutive messengers each with horrific news. The
first messenger told him that all his oxen and donkeys, along with the
servants who cared for them had been killed by an enemy. The
second messenger told him that all his sheep and the servants who
cared for them had been killed by fire from heaven. The third
messenger told him that all his camels and the servants who cared for
them had been killed by another enemy. Lastly, a messenger came
and told him that all his children had died from a great wind that had
destroyed the home in which they were gathered. After hearing all
this, Job "arose and tore his robe and shaved his head, and he fell to
the ground and worshiped”{Job 1:20). Job worshiped God! He
declared, “Naked | came from my mother’s womb, and naked | shall
return there, The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away. Blessed be
the name of the Lord”(Job 1:21). With all the bad news his faith was
still unshaken. November is the month in which our church focuses
on thanksgiving. Most of today's Christians proclaim Jesus as their
Savior, believing in Him for eternal life, but constantly complain about
their pains and sorrows. In their daily lives they talk good about the
Lord God, praising Him for salvation, but when the conversation
centers on their hardships they complain. The Bible says, “Through all
this Job did not sin nor did he blame God"(Job 1:22). How was Job
able to worship God in the midst of such terrible adversity? Why
didn't Job blame God or complain?

Job saw the Lord as the source of life. He declared, "The Lord
gave”(Job 1:21). His mindset understoed that everything given to Him
was from the Lord, including his children. Parents are but partners
with God in giving life. Many parents think that their kids belong to
them, but all life comes from the Lord. Job knew the time he had with
his children was by grace. All the good, fun, and happy family times
he experienced with his children were from God. James 1:17 reminds
us, “Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above,
coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no
variation or shifting shadow.” God is a great giver! His greatest gift
was His Son, "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have
eternal life”(Jn. 3:16). Does your source of life come from the Lord or
your own selfishness?:

Job saw the Lord as sovereign over the length of life. He declared,
“and the Lord has taken away”(Job 1:21). All authority is in God’s
hands. Giving and taking is not by your authority. Two surprising

thoughts about life are its length when death is near and its brevity
when the future seems sure. Time seems so long when things are
bad, and it seems so short when things are good. The truth is that
eternal life is really long and earthly life is really short. When you
complain you're not locking at eternal life, but instead you're
emphasizing your life. Your life-breath is in God's hands. The longest
span of any human life is but a day to God, who is not bound by time,
“For a thousand years in Your sight are like yesterday when it passes
by (Ps. 90:4). Extension of life is a mixed blessing, "As for the days of
our life, they contain seventy years, or if due to strength, eighty years,
yet their pride-is but labor and sorrow; for soon it is gone and we fly
away” (Ps. 90:10). Job understood that God has all authority. We
should pray to the Lord, “So teach us to number our days that we
may present to You a heart of wisdom®(Ps. 90:12). Do you make each
day count toward heaven?

Job saw the Lord as the same no matter what happened in his life.
He declared, “Blessed be the name of the Lord"(Job 1:21). This'is a
man who was living a life of faith. It is easy to bless God when things
are good, but Job was able to bless God when things were bad, very
bad. He had lost everything. His castle had tumbled, but his faith
stood strong. Jesus said that if you want to be with Him in heaven, “If
anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up
his cross and follow Me"(Mt. 16:24). God has been faithful in the
past, Why should you doubt His goodness now? God's love is
unchanging. Even if things are going badly or have gone bad for you,
God loves you in spite of your circumstances. The cross proves God's
unchanging love. If doubts start to creep up, just look at the cross.
Jesus Christ died for you because of God's love for you. God loves
you ‘as you are and wants to save you. Please bring your sins and
broken dreams to Him: “Do all things without grumbling or disputing;
so that you will prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent
children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and
perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights in the
world”(Phil. 2:14~15). Jesus humbled Himself to the point of death,
"even death on a cross”(Phil. 2:8). No matter what your
circumstances, God is always good and He will always love you. Trust
the Lord and all will always be well, especially when it doesn’t seem
possible.

My dear friends, stop focusing on your feelings and start focusing
on God. A life of faith is a life of righteousness. When you focus on
Jesus Christ you realize God never changes, and you can praise the
Lord under any condition. This November is a special time of
thanksgiving. Please think of Jesus and praise Him from the bottom
of your heart. If you open your spiritual eyes to see the wonder and
glory of our Savior, you will be able to live a life of faith. Now is the
time to stop complaining and really start living for Jesus. §
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