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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

COMMUNION

@) For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus in the night
in which He was betrayed took bread ** and when He had given thanks, He broke it, and said,
“This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” *> In the same way He took the
cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of Me.” *® For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you
proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. (1 Corinthians 11:23~26)

esus Christ died on a cross for us. He resurrected, ascended
\.J into heaven, and promised to come back. He said, “Do not let
your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. In My
Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, | would
have told you; for | go to prepare a place for you. If | go and
prepare a place for you, | will come again and receive you to
Myself, that where | am, there you may be also”({Jn. 14:1-3).
God's angels also promised the disciples, “This Jesus, who has
been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the same
way as you have watched Him go into heaven”(Acts 1:11). Even
the apostle Paul assured us, “For the Lord Himself will descend
from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and
with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then
we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them
in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always
be with the Lord"”(1 Thes. 4:16&17). Jesus is coming back!

In today's Bible verses, Jesus says, “For as often as you eat this
bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He
comes”(v. 26). Until His return, Jesus asks us to perform
Communion. This means that the Communion Service is a very
important and very serious occasion. It is not a practice that can
be performed half-heartedly or carelessly, “But a man must
examine himself, and in so doing he is to eat of the bread and
drink of the cup. For he who eats and drinks, eats and drinks
judgment to himself if he does not judge the body rightly. For this
reason many among you are weak and sick, and a number
sleep”(1 Cor. 11:28-30).

Christians are to partake in communion until Jesus comes back.
He instituted this special meeting to commemorate His death.
Through the centuries, the church has faithfully kept this
appointment. We reserve this time to remember the significance
of Christ's death, rededicate our life to Him, and forgive one
another. We strive to obey Christ's commands regardless of
conditions. What does communion mean to you? Has it become a
faithless form of tradition? Do you really expect Jesus to return? |
hope you come to Communion with a pure heart that believes and
appreciates the work of God for your salvation.

The message of the cross will endure until Jesus comes. Until
that time, we must take our cross and persevere. Times and

conditions change, but the message of the gospel will never
change. All sinners need salvation. Jesus Christ purchased your
salvation on the cross, through His blood. He is the Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world(Jn. 1:29). Like the Old
Testament blood sacrifices that were continually needed to
cleanse sin, so Christ's blood, once and for all, cleanses our sin,
“And according to the Law, one may almost say, all things are
cleansed with blood, and without shedding of blood there is no
forgiveness”(Heb. 9:22). Christ's blood cleanses all sin! There is
no other way to heaven but through Jesus Christ. No amount of
money, political power, or good deeds can buy salvation. 1 Peter
1:18-19 says, “knowing that you were not redeemed with
perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life
inherited from your forefathers, but with precious blood, as of a
lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ." Revelation
1:5-7 tells us that Jesus Christ “released us from our sins by His
blood-and He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God
and Father-to Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever.
Amen. Behold, He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will
see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the
earth will mourn over Him. So it is to be. Amen."”

The power of the cross will change all the lives of those who
believe in Jesus Christ until He comes. Romans 1:16 says, "For |
am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for
salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to
the Greek.” 1 John 1:7 also tells us, "but if we walk in the Light
as He Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship with one
another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.”
To walk in the light is to live in obedience to God's
commandments.

My dear friend, Communion will always be relevant. We need to
remember Christ’s death. We need to keep the cross and His
coming in mind, remembering that His death is more than taking
the elements. It is celebrating His love, giving thanks for His
grace, praising God for His sacrifice, and rejoicing in salvation.
Communion is for those who have been born again. It is a time for
making things right with God and others. Are you ready for
communion? 4
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