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THE ASCENSION

Sermon for Next Sunda

OF JESUS CHRIST
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“So when they had come together, they were asking Him, saying, “Lord, is it at this time You are
restoring the kingdom to Israel?” " He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or epochs which
the Father has fixed by His own authority; - ""And as they were gazing intently into the sky while He
was going, behold, two men in white clothing stood beside them. ""They also said, “Men of Galilee, why
do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come
in just the same way as you have watched Him go into heaven.” (Acts 1:6~11)

esus Christ ascended into heaven forty days after His
J resurrection. Forty days is associated with many things in the
Bible: the length of the flood{Gen. 7:17), Israel's embalming(Gen.
50:2,3), Moses on Mt. Sinai(Ex. 24:18), Spies in Canaan(Num.
13:25), Moses' Prayer(Deut. 9:25~29), the Philistine's arrogance(1
Sam. 17:16), Elijah’s fast(1 Kgs. 19:2,8), Nineveh's probation{Jon.
3:4), and Christ's temptation in the wilderness(Lk. 4:1~2). There
were many appearances of the risen Christ during His forty days.
“until the day when He was taken up to heaven, after He had by
the Holy Spirit given orders to the apostles whom He had chosen.
To these He also presented Himself alive after His suffering, by
many convincing proofs, appearing to them over a period of forty
days and speaking of the things concerning the kingdom of
God"(Ac. 1:2~3). After His resurrection Jesus spent forty days
ministering to His disciples, and eleven of His conversations are
recorded in the gospel. Why did Jesus leave us to go back to the
heaven? Why is His ascension so important?

Jesus ascended into heaven to prepare a place for His people.
“In My Father's house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, |
would have told you; for | go to prepare a place for you”(Jn. 14:2).
He started preparing even before His ascension. He gave this
amazing promise of peace to His disciples before His death and
again before His ascension. The Lord is preparing our eternal
homes in heaven right now. It's sad that we think too little of that
prepared dweling place. Our time here on earth gets filled with so
much nonsense, so we need to make time for our minds to dwell
on what's important. What does the hope for heaven mean to you?

Jesus ascended into heaven to prepare for the coming of His
people. Beforehand He's building our eternal homes, and then
making things ready for our eternal homecoming. Jesus told His
apostles. “Gathering them together, He commanded them not to
leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had promised,
‘Which,” He said, 'you heard of from Me; for John baptized with
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days
from now.' --- but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem,
and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the
earth'"(Ac. 1:4~5,8). When we share the gospel with others,
others are able to go to heaven. The Holy Spirit enables us to
witness and collect the lost. “| will ask the Father, and He will give
you another Helper, that He may be with you forever --- But the

Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He:
will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that |
said to you“{Jn. 14:16,26). The Holy Spirit lives within each

believer. "that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot
receive, because it does not see Him or know Him, but you know
Him because He abides with you and will be in you"(Jn. 14:17).
The Holy Spirit provides the power we need to witness, gives us
peace during affliction, and equips us with the strength to live
Christ-like lives.

Jesus ascended into heaven to prepare for His return. His
disciples were curious about His plans. “So when they had come
together, they were asking Him, saying, ‘Lord, is it at this time You
are restoring the kingdom to Israel?’ He said to them, ‘It is not for
you to know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His
own authority'"(Ac. 1:6~7). Humans have a curiosity about Christ's
return, but no one knows this secret. "But of that day and hour no
one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the
Father alone”(Mt, 24:36). The angels told Jesus' disciples. “Men
of Galiles, why do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who
has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the
same way as you have watched Him go into heaven”(Ac. 1:11).
The Bible tells us what will happen when Jesus does return. “But
we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who
are asleep, so that you will not grieve as do the rest who have no
hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so
God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. For
this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive
and remain until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those
who have fallen asleep. For the Lord Himself will descend from
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the
trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first”(1 Thes.
4:13~18). Living believers will be caught up in the clouds to meet
the Lord in the air together with those believers who already died!
Sometimes | wonder what if the flight upward will make-one me
dizzy.

What is the ascended Christ doing now? He is preparing a place
for you and for all those who place their faith in Him. He is
interceding on your behalf, “Therefore He is able also to save
forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He always
lives to make intercession for them"(Heb. 7:25). Isn't that a great
news? 1 John 2:2 says. “and He Himself is the propitiation for our
sins; and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world.”
Right now, He is moving people and nations into His prophetic plan.
He will return right on time. Jesus prepared His disciples for what
was coming. Sincerely and truthfully are you prepared to serve the
Lord until He comes? Are you ready for Christ's return? Is your
heart singing, “Halleluiah, come soon Lord Jesus." AmeH.h
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