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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

The most important race in the world

Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every
encumbrance, and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set
before us, ®fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him
endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. “For
consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself,
so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. (Hebrews 12:1~3)

he most important race in the world is the race for life. Every

human being on the face of this planet is signed up to run in it, but

not everybody participates and only a few actually reach the finish
line. There is no excuse for not winning this race! It comes with a
perfect manual and perfect coach. It is the perfect race, designed by
God to lead to the perfect life, where there is no destruction or evil, no
suffering, no death, but only perfect joy and peace. This race leads to the
Kingdom of Gad, to the richest life, to eternal life, to a life of living with
God. It leads to heaven, the Promised Land, where one can continually
worship and praise the Lord in perfect harmony, and receive their
inheritance. How can | explain all the wonderful and enormous benefits
that come from winning this race? | cannot because the blessings are far
too many and way too incredible for words. The race is on my friend,
and you need to make sure you are on the right path, headed the right
way, and following the right directions. Everybody’s pace is different, but
the end goal is the same. How's the race going for you? What are you
focusing on?

You need to look at past successes. As a Christian, a true believer in
Jesus Christ, your feet are already on the right path. This path has been
well traveled by fellow believers. If you look, you can see that a great
cloud of witnesses surround you. (v. 1) The heroes of faith, Abel, Enoch,
Noah, Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, and even Rahab,
Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel, and all the prophets,
apostles, and followers of Christ who died are watching you. They are
looking at you as you run the perfect race. Are you still goofing around or
jogging off trail? Noah, by faith, persevered through 100 years of ridicule
as he built God's ark, “By faith Noah, being warned by God about things
not yet seen, in reverence prepared an ark for the salvation of his
household, by which he condemned the world, and became an heir of
the righteousness which is according to faith”(Heb. 11:7) Abraham left
his family and hometown by faith in obedience to God.{Heb. 11:8~10)
"By faith, Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be called the son
of Pharaoh'’s daughter, choosing rather to endure ill-treatment with the
people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin, considering the
reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt; for he was
looking to the reward”(Heb. 11:24~26) Faith kept all these servants of
God running. When you look around you will find out that without faith
you cannot run the race of life. 1 John 5:4,5 say, “For whatever is born
of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has overcome
the world-our faith. Who is the one who overcomes the world, but he
who beligves that Jesus is the Son of God?"

You need to look within yourself. As a Christian, a true believer in
Jesus Christ, you need to make sure that you stay on course. You must
look within yourself. Are you a winner? If you want to win you have to
follow the perfect rule: lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which
so easily entangles you, and let yourself run with endurance the race

that is set before you. (v. 1) You cannot win this race by accident or
chance. You have to take off or let go of everything or everyone that
holds you back from Jesus. In the Bible, the young rich man thought he
was running the race pretty well until Jesus asked him to let go of his
riches. (Mt. 19:21&22) This guy could not do it. He was so close, but
close is not good enough. Those who need to take care of important
business more than God's business also cannot enter through the gates
of heaven, “No one, after putting his hand to the plow and looking back,
is fit for the kingdom of God"(Lk. 9:62) The race of life is on a straight
path, not crooked. You cannot stay on course with your eyes looking
behind you. To run the race of life you must “lay aside the old self, which
is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit”(Eph. 4:22) The
old self is garbage. Your new life in Christ is priceless. 1 Peter 2:11 says,
“Beloved, | urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts
which wage war against the soul.” What is destructive to the race?
Whatever kinds of things make you not interested in Jesus Christ or that
take you away from the Bible are destructive. Whatever slows you down
in this Christian race is destructive. Please watch yourself. Lay aside
anything that keeps you from God, lay aside anything that harms your
testimony. Lay aside anything that keeps you from church or from
praying. The weight is not worth the risk of losing the race.

You need to look to Jesus, As a Christian, a true believer in Jesus
Christ, you need to make sure that you are following Him. If your eyes
are fixed on Jesus, you will have no problems, “fixing our eyes on
Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him
endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right
hand of the throne of God“{v. 2) Jesus said, “If anyone wishes to come
after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow
Me"{Mt. 16:24) Jesus ran the perfect race perfectly! He now sits at the
right hand of God the Father. He will coach you. He will be with you
every single step of the way. Please look up to Jesus; all other men let
us down. Jesus never fails. He will give you the strength and courage
and comfort that you need to finish this race, “For consider Him who
has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you will
not grow weary and lose heart”(v. 3) Jesus is the perfect example.
Follow Him, and Him alone because "Jesus Christ is the same yesterday
and today and forever”(Heb. 13:8) Jesus is our example, “For you have
been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving
you an example for you to follow in His steps”(1 Pet. 2:21) Like Jesus,
when you win, you will have a great reward.

This is the year that Choong Hyun is focusing on building a beautiful
church. If you want to build a beautiful church within you, you have to
run the race of life by faith and faith alone. You should focus your
attention on those who have successfully completed the race, on
yourself to make sure you are not carrying anything burdensome, and
most importantly on Jesus. Amen. W
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