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| Sermon for Next Sunday

EZRA'S PROCLAMATION

e'Then I proclaimed a fast there at the river of Ahava, that we might humble ourselves before our God
to seek from Him a safe journey for us, our little ones, and all our possessions.

@ For I was ashamed to request from the king troops and horsemen to protect us from the enemy on the way,
because we had said to the king, “The hand of our God is favorably disposed to all those who seek Him,
but His power and His anger are against all those who forsake Him.” *’So we fasted and sought our God
concerning this matter, and He listened to our entreaty. (Ezra 8:21~23)

zra and his people experienced anxiety near the river of Ahava.

The king of Persia finally allowed the people of Israel to return to
Jerusalem. Ezra called the Israelites together to prepare. for their
journey home. Everyone came except the Levites, “Now |
assembled them at the river that runs to Ahava, where we camped
for three days; and when | observed the people and the priests, |
did not find any Levites there."(Ezra 8:15) God's people wanted to
warship God but they did not have the spiritual necessities. So, Ezra
sent out messengers and thirty-eight Levites and two hundred and
twenty temple servants responded to his call to enlist in this
dangerous expedition.(Ezra 8:18~20) The whole group had reason
to fear for their lives. They needed to travel a long distance with
great treasure. Indeed, we all pass through worrisome periods of
danger. We experience anxiety over adversaries, disease, and life's
daily problems. All of these things rob us of joy, peace, and health.
As Christians, God's children, where do we turn in times of danger?
Today is Reformation Sunday. The church at large is falling away
from the Word of God. Ezra, a true servant of God, made a very
important proclamation to God's people during their time of
distress. Let us open our hearts and hear God's Word.

Ezra led his people to seek God. He did not set-up a board
meeting to discuss strategy. Instead, he proclaimed a time for
fasting and praying, "Then | proclaimed a fast there at the river of
Ahava, that we might humble ourselves before our God to seek
from Him a safe journey for us, our little ones, and all our
possessions.”(v. 21) In their time of danger, Ezra wanted God's
people to ask for God's help. Psalm 121:1~4 say, “I will lift up my
eyes to the mountains; from where shall my help come? My help
comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. He will not
allow your foot to slip; He who keeps you will not slumber. Behold,
He who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.” Do you believe
that God protects and watches over you? No matter how terrible
your environment you need to look to the Lord, Ezra was in a
desperate situation. Everything precious was on the line. He
directed his prayers heavenward. Many of the heroes of faith have
sought God in threatening times. David prayed, “When You said,
‘Seek My face,” my heart said to You, "Your face, O Lord, | shall
seek.'"(Ps. 27:8) Isaiah said, “At night my soul longs for You,
indeed, my spirit within me seeks You diligently; for when the earth
experiences Your judgments the inhabitants of the world learn
righteousness.”(ls. 26:9) The Bible tells us that even Jesus prayed
to His Father, “It was at this time that He went off o the mountain
to pray, and He spent the whole night in prayer to God."(Lk. 6:12)
Right after this prayer session Jesus picked His twelve disciples.

Daniel's remarkable prayer began, "So | gave my attention to the
Lord God to seek Him by prayer and supplications, with fasting,
sackcloth and ashes. | prayed to the Lord my God and confessed
and said, ‘Alas, O Lord, the great and awesome God, who keeps
His covenant and lovingkindness for those who love Him and keep
His commandments:----- !"(Dan. 9:3~4)

Ezra led his people to surrender to God, “For | was ashamed to
request from the king troops and horsemen to protect us from the
enemy on the way, because we had said to the king, ‘The hand of
our God is favorably disposed to all those who seek Him, but His
power and His anger are against all those who forsake Him.""(v. 22)
Ezra wanted his people to give up all their strength and rely on God.
The temptation is to look to other people for help instead of to God.
The king and his soldiers could surely be a protective asset, but the
people’s testimony of God was at stake. They had told the king of
God's power and His faithfulness. They chose to risk everything on
God. Their God had destroyed the walls of Jericho and He had
provided everything for them during their forty years of wilderness
travel. No king could give them what God would give them. They
chose not to go the way of the world, but to go God's way and seek
His power. They gave God all their troubles, all their danger, and all
their souls. How about your faith? If you have a serious situation do
you rely on God? Do you give up your opinions and let God do His
thing? God knows everything that you need and He will fill your cup
to overflowing. Are you expecting that?

God saved Ezra and His people, "So we fasted and sought our
God concerning this matter, and He listened to our entreaty.”(v. 23)
God met them in their prayers. He listened to their crying requests.
He responded to their seeking hearts. His promise gave them the
answer. Remember how we were in danger because of our sin and
how fear gripped our hearts over the future? When we sought the
Lord we found Him through faith in His Son, Jesus Christ. Matthew
11:28 says, “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and |
will give you rest.” Are you listening? Do you believe? If yes, then
practice your faith.

My dear friend, if you find yourself in a place of danger please turn
to the Lord Jesus. God loves you and will come through for you.
Seek the Lord and His salvation today. Reformation Sunday is a time
to examine our lives and reform our hearts. All too often we handle
troubles, dangers, and problems in an ungodly fashion. Sin is bad,
very bad. You see and hear about it everywhere. But God is good,
very good, and He will save you from all sin. He loves you. He is the
All-Powerful, All-Knowing, and Ever-Present God. Trust in the Lord
Jesus Christ and let God work it all out! Amen. 4
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