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The reason why there are four Gospels in the New Testament is because it
is difficult to contain all the salvation ministries God performed through Je-
sus by only one aspect. Through four aspects each of which is contained in
the four Gospels, Jesus and the will of God which is contained in the works
of Jesus can be abundantly and wholly delivered to us at last. The Gospel of
Matthew among the four Gospels was written from the perspective of Jews
and has the characteristic that the teachings of Jesus were recorded accord-
ing to the division of important issues, not according to chronological order.
This text is a part of the Sermon on the Mount (Matt5-7) and is located just
before the Lord's Prayer (Matthew 6), which is located at the most central
position in the structure of the Sermon on the Mount. Since there is the
teaching about fasting just behind the Lord's Prayer, which scholars call the
navel of the Sermon on the Mount, we can say the lessons of Jesus about
'giving, prayer, and fasting, which are most essential to those who are eager
to live as disciples of Jesus, are tied together. The point of the lesson is not to
do it in order to be seen by others, or not to advertise it loudly but 'to do it

secretly'

Do it secretly

“Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be
seen by them, for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in
heaven. “Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you,
as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be
praised by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward.(vv
1-2)" Jesus said when you give to the needy, do it in order for your righteous-
ness not to be seen. This is because the faith which enjoys the praise and
cheers of others by revealing one's own righteousness covers the glory of
God. The glory of God and giving through which one's own righteousness is
seen cannot co-exist, and the life that reveals the righteousness of God is the
very appearance of a matured citizen of the Heavenly Kingdom. The reason
why when we give to the needy, to do it secretly is because God sees it in se-
cret. There are not only goodness, meekness, righteousness, and merciful-
ness but also the disposition of seeing even the secret places carefully in the
representative dispositions of God. The disposition of God was planted
within us who were saved through the cross of Jesus. Though it is not re-
vealed properly at the beginning, as the faith grows and matures, the dispo-
sition of God is revealed little by little. One of them is the heart that wants to
share with others and also the charity that considers others my family or my
neighbors. Because any one has to do if a believer, Jesus taught how to give
the needy, not the reason why he has to give the needy. "But when you give
to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing,(v
3)" Since the right hand and left hand are members of one body, the left
hand knows naturally what the right hand is doing. Therefore, the word that
you do not let the left hand know what the right hand is doing is the lesson
that you must be careful for your righteousness not to be seen, but it is not
the meaning that one must forget what he has done after he gave to the
needy as he had to do as a saved one to build a community. The place where
the word 'to give the needy' appears most in the Bible is Acts, and the giving
in Acts has the characteristic that the less poor help the poorer. On the other
hand, the giving defined according to the law during the period of Jesus was
for the rich to help the poor, or for those who afford it to help those who do
not afford it, so the Jews had to prepare about 3% of their income separately
except the tithe offered to God. Since hypocrites and those who are pleased
to be praised were increased in accordance with that giving becomes law, Je-
sus especially gave lessons about the attitude of giving the needy. I hope Je-
sus' lesson about giving, Do it in secret, will be the word given to all of us.

A good work, to give the needy
To give the needy that Jesus taught is the pronoun of good works that the

Sermon in English Translation

Rev. Kyu Sam Han

Bible says, and good work is the objective for which God created and saved
us. "For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works,
which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.(Eph 2:10)"
God created us in order to do good works. "All Scripture is breathed out by
God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training
in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every
good work.(2Tim 3:16017)" The reason why God gave us the Bible is that we
might obtain the capability to do good works by being accustomed to and
learning the objective of being created. "In the same way, let your light shine
before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your
Father who is in heaven.(Matt 5:16)" In the Sermon on the Mount beginning
with Beatitudes, Jesus said by doing good works to become the light and salt
of the earth that lead the world to know God in Heaven. Therefore, one
should be careful not to reveal one's own righteousness and do it in secret in
order for only the glory of God to be seen in giving that shares one's own
possessions with others according to the disposition of God, which is the ba-

sis of good works.

The Biblical principle of giving

“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor
do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives
light to all in the house.(Matt 5:14-15)" Celebrating the 70th anniversary of
the establishment of the church, I deeply meditated on God's will for our
church, and I came to realize that God's vision is all contained within the
five goals of our church. Particularly, through the chapel built in front of
God, I am convinced we should offer the holy and truthful worship service
to God, and love our neighbors. These days in the changed era, the front
yard ministry that opens the front yard, communicating with neighbors,
and sharing more parts is a feature of the ministries of giving. The reason
why Jesus' teaching to do good works in secret does not mean that after do-
ing good works, forget it is because God remembers our good works. Last
week we examined together not only the names of those who were saved
but also their behaviors were recorded in the Book of Remembrance in
Malachi. And we also shared that the behavior of a woman who broke an al-
abaster jar of perfume for Jesus is an illustration recorded in the Book of Re-
membrance. "And he stared at him in terror and said, “What is it, Lord?” And
he said to him, “Your prayers and your alms have ascended as a memorial
before God (Acts 10:4)" The behavior of a gentile centurion Cornelius who
received the Gospel and the Holy Spirit from Peter, giving generously to
those in need, is another illustration that will be recorded in the Book of Re-
membrance. Since as prayers ascend before God, giving to those in need is
also ascended and recorded, the lesson 'do not let your left hand know what
your right hand is doing' does not mean to forget it after doing good works
but to keep the moved feeling which is the most important. The principle of
giving said in the Bible is that God remembers those who give and those
who receive. If you keep the moved feeling, you can move forward as a deep
believer who can feel joy in secret. "so that your giving may be in secret. And
your Father who sees in secret will reward you.(v 4)" You can realize God who
remembers in secret, Father who rewards in secret and will be delighted
within the open gate of Heaven through the companionship with God, not
through the praise from the people of the world. Right at the moment, the
treasure of this world is kept as the treasure of Heaven. I bless in the name of
the Lord that you realize the Biblical principle of giving, and so knowing
and being pleased with the amazing traits and disposition of God who gives
in secret and rewards in secret, and becoming blessed people of God living
as true disciples of Jesus.
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