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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

LORD'S SUPPER

“For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup,

you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.”

(1 Corinthians 11:26)

Today is the first Sunday of July, a time when our church
celebrates the Lord's Supper. As we approach His
Table, let us take a few moments to think about why Jesus
commands us to partake of this bread and drink the cup in
proclamation of His death until He comes. Let us
appreciate and truly understand what kind of things happen
between the Lord and His people at this holy meal.

The Lord’s Supper is a place where believers gather to
confess afresh their faith in Jesus Christ. On the outside,
we say we are Christians and go to church, but inside we
sometimes forget about Jesus. When we take the Lord's
Supper seriously, not ritually, publicly confessing our faith in
front of the church and in front of the world by physically
placing the bread in our mouths and the cup to our lips, we
think about Jesus, remembering His death, and He renews
our memory and strengthens our faith. Jesus gives this
spiritual power to the church whenever we come together
for His Supper. It is a special dimension of the church,
which comes through corporate worship. Hebrews 11:6
says, “And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for
he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He
is a rewarder of those who seek Him.” As followers of
Jesus Christ, we all confess the same faith. When
believers come together, they often confess God's
blessings in their lives concerning things like successful
business ventures, children’s good grades, healings from
sickness, etc... At the Lord’s Supper, there is no other
confession but that of the Lord's death. There are divisions
within the church that serve the good purpose of
distinguishing those who are faithful, “For there must also
be factions among you, so that those who are approved
may become evident among you,” but there are no
factions among us at the Lord’s Table because we come
together in faith (1 Cor. 11:19).

The Lord's Supper is a place where believers commune
with Jesus Christ, not through their own thoughts, but by
remembering that this bread is the bread of God that came

from heaven to this earth for giving life. Jesus is the Bread
of Life. John 6:33-35 says, "“For the bread of God is that
which comes down out of heaven, and gives life to the
world.” Then they said to Him, 'Lord always give us this
bread.” Jesus said to them, ‘| am the bread of life; he who
comes to Me will not hunger, and he who believes in Me
will never thirst."" At the Lord's Supper, we take the bread
and cup, His flesh and blood, which is a spiritual supper.
We confess Jesus as our Savior and through the Holy Spirit
He feeds us the food of life. Jesus told His disciples, “But |
say to you, | will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now
on until that day when | drink it new with you in My
Father's kingdom"(Mt. 26:29). The time is coming when
we will celebrate the Lord's Supper in heaven. John saw
this final celebration! Revelation 19:7-9 says, “Let us
rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the
marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride has made
herself ready.” It was given to her to clothe herself in fine
linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous
acts of the saints. Then he said to me, "Write, “Blessed are
those who are invited to the marriage supper of the
Lamb.” And he said to me, 'These are true words of
God.""

The Lord's Supper is a place where believers receive
grace. Jesus instituted the Lord's Supper so that the cup of
blessing could come to us, “Is not the cup of blessing
which we bless a sharing in the blood of Christ? Is not the
bread which we break a sharing in the body of Christ?
Since there is one bread, we who are many are one body;
for we all partake of the one bread”(1 Cor. 10:16-17).
Eating the Lord’s Supper is a heavenly blessing from Jesus
Christ. He is our Savior. Because of Him, we become God's
children, citizens of the kingdom of heaven. His death gives
us eternal life, saving us from eternal separation from God.
At the Lord's Supper, we receive God's grace through our
faith in Jesus Christ. i
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