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| Sermon of senior pastor

Real Glory

i - But we all, with unveiled face, behelding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being

transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.”
(IT Corinthians 3:12~18)

day's passage regards Paul's letter to Corinth, wherein he
really explains and brings to light the real glory of our Christian
ministry. When we Christians truly understand and experience the
hope we have in Christ, when our hearts feel the true happiness of
His mercy, we also become aware of the real glory found only in the
new covenant.

Paul begins with two questions, "Are we beginning to commend
ourselves again? Or do we need, like some people, letters of
recommendation to you or from you?” (vs. 1). The first question
underscores the attitude and behavior many people express when
they accomplish something good. Their tendency is to focus on self
rather than God. It is important to always keep in mind that all
"good works" come from God, not by any measure of our own doings.
The second question highlights the significance of who we are. As
Christians, we are God's children. We don't require or need any
special introductions. Our qualifications have already been
approved and accepted by the Almighty!

Naturally, you may wonder how others will know your credentials.
Paul succinctly states, “You yourselves are our letter, written on our
hearts, known and read by everybody” (vs. 2). Paul is referring to
his ministry and its evidence in the lives of the people. The
Corinthians were witnessed to and accepted the gospel of Christ,
their transformation was known not only to Paul but to everyone
(including us) through Paul's communication.

Now comes the beautiful, amazing, true, and real glory of our
Christianity, "You show that you are a letter from Christ, the result
of our ministry, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living
God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts” (vs. 3).
Yes, our credentials are our testimony! God's letter of
recommendation is written not on a piece of paper for you to carry
around and show everyone: it is not written in ink (something that
can fade, blur or dissolve). It is permanently written in our hearts.
Every Christian heart carries with it God's everlasting letter of
recommendation.

Do you know what this means? Every Christian is a qualified
minister for 6od. No one is better and no one is less important
than any other Christian. It doesn't require special talents, skills,
knowledge, or abilities. The only requirement is your faith, trust
and obedience in Christ. Isn't that incredible? So many Christians
look at other Christians as more qualified, more spiritual, more
godly. They think they need to be more disciplined, more holy, more
of whatever, in order to become a qualified Christian. Nonsense!
This is a total waste of time, time better spent in communication
with God and His direction for your life.

Therefore, we Christians should always have a great confidence!
We needn't ever worry about whether or not we are qualified. We
are qualified! We have the best credentials in the world! “Such
confidence as this is ours through Christ before God" (vs. 4). In
Christ, we have priceless value. His precious blood cleanses us into
perfection before God.

Again, Paul reminds us that our competency has nothing to do
with our own doing, "Not that we are competent in ourselves to
claim anything for ourselves, but our competence comes from God"
(vs. 5). God is not only our Creator, He is also our provider. “He has

made us competent as ministers of a new covenant - not of the
letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives
life" (vs. 6). Wow! Here we have it spelled out for us quite clearly.
“The letter kills but the Spirit gives life”. The letter refers to
written laws; such as the Ten Commandments. Paul, in no uncertain
terms, makes it perfectly understandable that we are not saved by
the law but solely by God's grace. And what is God's saving grace?
Jesus Christl

It's important to understand that the ministry before Christ had
its glory. Remember Moses' face after he came down from Mt.
Sinai? It shone with the glory of God, so much so that the
Israelites could not look steadily at him, though this ministry’s
conclusion led to death and its glory faded. Can you imagine how
much more the glory and ministry of the Spirit of the new covenant
shines? "If the ministry that condemns men is glorious, how much
more glorious is the ministry that brings righteousness” (vs. 9)!
"And if what was fading away came with glory, how much greater is
the glory of that which lasts (vs. 11)!

Because we Christians have such a great hope. in Christ, we are
fearless! We are bold in our actions and in our proclamations! "We
are not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face to keep the
Israelites from gazing at it while the radiance was fading away" (vs.
13). Our glory shines forever! Our hearts and faces have a
permanent glow that we don't ever have to hide, that we can show
everyone we meet and everywhere we go.

The sad news is that there are still people, just like the
Israelites, who rely solely on the written law. Their faces and
hearts are covered, because Christ does not dwell in their hearts.
"Even to this day when Moses is read, a veil covers their hearts”
(vs. 15). The good news is, "..whenever anyone turns to the Lord,
the veil is taken away" (vs. 16)!

The gospel of Jesus Christ offers life and liberty. "Now the
Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is
freedom (vs. 17). So many Christians don't grasp the significance
of this freedom. Their perspective of freedom is limited to worldly
enjoyments. They think that having fun is being free to drink
alcohol, do drugs, party and totally indulge their self-interests. Is
this freedom or is this bondage? There's no greater freedom than
in Christl He provides a peace that passes all understanding - a
happiness so great that there is no worldly comparison.

“And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are
being transformed into His likeness with ever-increasing glory,
which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit* (vs. 18). I'd like to
shout | AMEN! We Christians are being transformed daily by the
Holy Spirit inte an amazing likeness of Christ. The glory that is in
us grows. Unlike Moses, whose glory faded, our glory increases!

As Christians, we are all ministers of the new covenant. Like
Paul, who spread the gospel of life and liberty, we too are
commended and commanded by God to do the same (Mt. 28:18-20).
Our Christian ministry, led by the Holy Spirit, evidences itself in
the lives of people we witness to in all our activities; both great and
small. Our qualifications are awesome, for the real glory of God
glows more and more in us through the wonderful Spirit of the

Lord.
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