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| sermon for Next Sunday ||

Scattered Christians Established Churches

"Saul was in hearty agreement with putting him to death. And on that day a great persecution began against
the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the
apostles. “Some devout men buried Stephen, and made loud lamentation over him. *But Saul began ravaging

the church, entering house after house, and dragging off men and women, he would put them in prison.
“@Therefore, those who had been scattered went about preaching the word. (Acts 8:1~4)

fter the promised Holy Spirit came, God established the first

church, and then scattered them abroad to make more
churches. When these early Christians gathered together, they
worshipped, and when scattered, they evangelized. How about
you? When you come together with other believers, do you
worship, sing, pray, and learn God's Word or do you argue, fight,
and practice the world’s way? What would you do if you were
forced to flee your homeland? Would you try to save your own life
and survive at any cost or would you evangelize? The early church
members practiced their faith, and God blessed them. God values
your worship and your evangelism.

The early Christian Church was scattered because of severe
persecution. When they scattered, they did not get angry or
agonize over their situation. Indeed, they could have easily
groaned about many things, like losing their home, suffering
physical abuse, and having a poor worldly future. All different
kinds of persecutions and troubles came to them because of their
belief in Jesus Christ. They gave all their money to His cause,
helping poor people, and they gave all their love in return for
hatred. Their leaders were imprisoned or martyred, yet they
continued to sing, praise, and worship in the cities they escaped
to. The whole world wondered about them! One of their chief
adversaries, Saul, even became one of them. This was the man
who helped kill Stephen, all the while thinking he was doing good,
when in reality he was doing just the opposite, "Saul was in
hearty agreement with putting him to death. And on that day a
great persecution began against the church in Jerusalem, and they
were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria,
except the apostles.”(Acts 8:1) Jesus had told them, “but you will
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you
shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.”(Acts 1:8)
Even scattered, they became witnesses. Their enthusiasm about
the good news reached the poor people in Samaria. That whole
city rejoiced.(Acts 8:8) How can anyone explain such wonders?
Actually, only the Holy Spirit can explain how persecuted and
scattered Christians could evangelize the best news all over the
world.

The early Christian Church did not analyze or criticize their
dispersion. They kept a positive attitude. When Christians or
unbelievers give you a hard time, you complain, but the early
church did not. Many of today’s Christians would have tried
diplomacy or devised some kind of political plan to handle the
situation and avoid the problem. They would have criticized the

loss of life, Criticism cripples today’s churches. It robs believers of
their power. Too many church members think they are smarter
than God, and use their own analytical thinking to resolve difficult
matters. They recklessly criticize others, thinking they are doing
something good, when in fact they are doing the exact opposite.

The early Christian Church did not have a political agenda
because their goal was to preach the gospel only. They did not
elect a special team to strike back at their opponents. Indeed, they
changed the world one person at a time. They turned the world
upside down one by one. They had no political power, no desire to
march on Rome proclaiming their innocence. There was no
rebellion against authority. There was no political message.
Historically, all churches that had political motives, who exchanged
the eternal for the temporal, faced terrible disaster. These political
blunders still reflect on the church. Jesus clearly said, “... render
to Caesar the things that are Caesar's; and to God the things that
are God's."(Mt. 22:21) It is wrong and very dangerous to mix
Christianity and politics. Jesus also clearly said, "My kingdom is
not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, then My
servants would be fighting so that | would not be handed over to
the Jews; but as it is, My kingdom is not of this realm.”(Jn. 18:36)
Sadly, many of today’s churches deal in polities. | hope this church
never practices such things. | hope that we only believe in Jesus
and read the Bible.

When the early Christian Church scattered, they evangelized.
Wherever they went, they preached the Word of God. The lost are
everywhere, “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God."(Rom. 3:23) Wherever you go, you can preach. People need
Jesus everywhere, "And there js salvation in no one else; for
there is no other name under heaven that has been given among
men by which we must be saved."(Acts 4:12) Today, Christians
need to go where Jesus is not. They need to evangelize
everywhere.

My dear friend, do you evangelize when you are not at home and
scattered somewhere outside? Honestly, do you evangelize or do
you agonize? Do you evangelize or do you criticize? Do you
evangelize or do you politicize? Please, start evangelizing. Even
though you may not face the same harsh persecutions as the early
church members, how much easier is it then for you to spread the
good news? How many souls did you reach for Christ this week?
How many souls are you going to try and reach next week? When
you come to church, come to worship and praise the Lord. When
you leave the church, go and evangelize. This is what God wants
from you. Amen. 4
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