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The beginning of Abraham and Sarah's waiting we examined together
last week was from the strong wish of a parent's giving birth to a child
and raising him outstandingly, so it is difficult to be seen special. Howev-
er, they awaited the baby that God had promised to give them on the re-
course of the word until Abraham reached the age of 100. Through the
son begotten by long waiting, primarily, the Israelites multiplied like stars
of heaven and sand on the seashore, exited from Egypt, and after that,
the birth of Jesus as well as today countless saints of the whole world have
come to pay worship service to God as descendants of Abraham. We must
remember there is a waiting which needs a long time till the completion
reaches. As a person who receives and delivers the will of God, the wait-
ing of prophets, who heard the voice of God, delivering the word, living
embraced the will of God in their hearts, was three-dimensional and
comprehensive. They entered the scene where the Israelites exited from
Egypt(past) and waited for Jesus, and they awaited the Messiah of the last
day(future) when he judged in person. That's why the waiting of prophets
who were living with people in the world, but always checked themselves
before God gives another level of challenge to us. Celebrating Advent, I
would like to share with you what and how prophets awaited on the
ground of words from chapters 7,8, and 11 of Isaiah among prophecies
about Messiah recorded in the Old Testament.

The one coming as 'sign’ and 'light, whom prophets awaited

In the days of Ahaz, the son of Jotham, son of Uzziah, king of Judah
when several kings of Aram invaded, the heart of the people of Israel
shook(Is7:1-2). Despite the prophecy of Isaiah the prophet that it shall be
all right, king Ahaz was fearful and required the sign of the work to be ac-
complished. "Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold,
the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Imman-
uel. Curds and honey He shall eat, that He may know to refuse the evil
and choose the good. For before the Child shall know to refuse the evil
and choose the good, the land that you dread will be forsaken by both her
kings.(Is 7: 14-16)" Isaiah the prophet declared it would be the sign that till
a child is born and grows up, there will be a few difficulties, but after that,
all the problems will be solved, and a virgin shall conceive and give birth
to a son. “Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they
shall call His name Immanuel,” which is translated, “God with us.(Matt
1:23)” The angel of God appeared to Joseph who hearing of the news that
his betrothed Maria was with child, resolved to divorce her quietly. The
angel informed her that the baby in Mary's womb was conceived by the
Holy Spirit and the baby's name (Immanuel) and its meaning. In the days
of Isaiah and also of Joseph a prophecy that a virgin shall be with child
was not known as referring to the pregnancy by the Holy Spirit. When a
certain thing is not likely to happen, or looks of no use because it hap-
pens too late, we can feel difficulties in waiting. However, saints are peo-
ple who believe that God's promise may not be broken and that they can
wait for the promise to be fulfilled with hope. If God is with them. the
waiting time is also the time with God, so the waiting itself turns into
meaningful every day. That's why we call it the Biblical waiting that we
welcome the day with God by going with God and filling the present
meaningfully, not simply looking forward to days ahead without doing
anything.

Unlike the first prophecy which focused on the sign, the second proph-
ecy explains concretely what the child to be born is like. "Nevertheless the
gloom will not be upon her who is distressed, As when at first He lightly
esteemed The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, And afterward
more heavily oppressed her, By the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, In

Sermon in English Translation

The Model of Waiting
the Prophet of the Old Testament

(Isaiah 11:1-10)

Rev. Kyu Sam Han

Galilee of the Gentiles. The people who walked in darkness Have seen a
great light; Those who dwelt in the land of the shadow of death, Upon
them a light has shined.(Is 9:1-2)" The baby comes to be born in the back-
ground of darkness where compatriots wage war between them and are
divided. "For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the gov-
ernment will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonder-
ful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.(Is 9:6)" 1
bless that you will receive by waiting the amazing proclamation that the
light of life shall be shone breaking through the darkness by the birth of

Jesus.

How the prophet waited

"There shall come forth a Rod from the stem of Jesse, And a Branch shall
grow out of his roots. The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him, The Spir-
it of wisdom and understanding, The Spirit of counsel and might, The
Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.(vs 1-2)

to come as a descendant of Jesse was no other than Jesus. “The Spirit of the

The one who was

Lord God is upon Me, Because the Lord has anointed Me To preach good
tidings to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim
liberty to the captives, And the opening of the prison to those who are
bound;(Is 61:1)" The scripture Jesus read in the synagogue of Galilee where
he began his public life is the very Isaiah 61(Luke 4:18). Jesus showed the
person prophecied in Isaiah 11 and 61 is the very himself. "His delight is in
the fear of the Lord, And He shall not judge by the sight of His eyes, Nor
decide by the hearing of His ears;(v.3) I hope the fear of the Lord is our de-
light and that the spirit of the Lord is with you and me. I bless that you
worship God with heart, living with the attitude of worshipping even in the
world as people of God, and longing for 'worship service' where you come

again before God more and more.

The appearance where the wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leop-
ard shall lie down with the young goat and no problem happens even
when the calf and the lion are together(vs 6-10) indicates the amazing
peace which will happen when Jesus comes. "The Lord your God in your
midst, The Mighty One, will save; He will rejoice over you with gladness,
He will quiet you with His love, He will rejoice over you with singing.(Zeph
3:17)” I hope you and I wait singing for God who loves us calmingly and re-
joice over us. "Behold, at that time I will deal with all who afflict you; I will
save the lame, And gather those who were driven out; I will appoint them
for praise and fame In every land where they were put to shame. At that
time I will bring you back, Even at the time I gather you; For [ will give you
fame and praise Among all the peoples of the earth, When I return your
captives before your eyes,” Says the Lord.(Zeph 8:19-20)" The restored im-
age of a saint who waits for the time of God is 'praise and fame' Some-
times, waiting can be a shame that you wish to wipe or it can be a time like
a humiliation of losing a competition. Nevertheless, since God promised
our name will never be destroyed, you will believe not only failure and op-
pression but also the appearance of life which you want to erase is the time
of waiting to encounter with God. That's why the people of the world who
think defeat and falling are the end and saints who believe in the covenant
of God can not but be different from one another. If you proceed believing
that God will hold and restore you, you can lose beautifully when you have
to and you can let go nicely when you have to. I bless in the name of the
Lord that you will move forward believing there is surely the time when

the covenant of waiting that restores praise and fame will be fulfilled.
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