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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

EZRA AND HIS PEOPLE

@) Then I proclaimed a fast there at the river of Ahava, that we might humble
ourselves before our God to seek from Him a safe journey for us, our little ones,
and all our possessions. ** For I was ashamed to request from the king troops
and horsemen to protect us from the enemy on the way, because we had said to the king,
“The hand of our God is favorably disposed to all those who seek Him,
but His power and His anger are against all those who forsake Him.”
2180 we fasted and sought our God concerning this matter, and He listened to our entreaty.
(Ezra 8:21~23)

fter more than seventy years of captivity in Babylon, God's

people were being restored to Jerusalem. During Ezra's
prophetic ministry, the Persian king, Artaxerxes |, gave him
permission to take "any of the people of Israel and their priests and
the Levities” back home to help rebuild their Temple for spiritual
revival.(Ezra 7:12~13) It was a blessing time, but Ged's people were
not delighted. They had grown comfortable in their foreign
surroundings, and moving back to a place in disarray was not looked
upen favorably. As Ezra gathered his people for their journey, he
noticed there were not any Levites in their midst, “Now | assembled
them at the river that runs to Ahava, where we camped for three
days; and when | observed the people and the priests, | did not find
any Levites there.”(Ezra 8:15) The whole reason for returning
centered on their religion, and to not have their key religious people
with them was very upsetting. Therefore, Ezra made a special call to
enlist them. The Bible tells us that thirty-eight Levites and 220
servants responded to the call.(Ezra 8:18~20) When the proper
assembly was gathered and ready to move, Ezra perceived their
fear. People do not like to move from the known to the unknown.
They do not like to travel under dangerous conditions, as was the
case with Israel. Indeed, anxiety robs people of joy, peace, and
health. God's people should not be apprehensive. What did Ezra do?
Where should God's people turn in times of uncertainty and danger?

Ezra directed his people to seek God, “Then | proclaimed a fast
there at the river of Ahava, that we might humble ourselves before
our God to seek from Him a safe journey for us, our little ones, and
all our possessions.”(v. 21) Ezra asked his people to focus on God by
fasting and praying. Psalm 121:1~2 says, “| will lift up my eyes to
the mountains; from where shall my help come? My help comes
from the Lord, Who made heaven and earth.” Do you really believe
that your Lord made heaven and earth? Israel’s lives, children, and
possessions were all in peril. Everything precious to them was on
the line. Ezra knew they needed serious praying time. When you
look at the Bible, the heroes of faith always sought God, especially
during desperate times. David sang to God, “When You said, "Seek
My face,” my heart said to You, “Your face, O Lord, | shall seek.”(Ps.
27:8) Isaiah said, "At night my soul longs for You, indeed, my spirit
within me seeks You diligently; for when the earth experiences Your
judgments the inhabitants of the world learn righteousness."(Is
26:9) Where do you turn in times of trouble?

Ezra made his people surrender to God, “For | was ashamed to
request from the king troops and horsemen to protect us from the
enemy on the way, because we had said to the king, ‘The hand of
our God is favorably disposed to all those who seek Him, but His

power and His anger are against all those who forsake Him.""(v. 22)
The king offered soldiers, but Ezra declared that God would take
care of them. The king could help them, the soldiers could be their
Savior, but in this case their testimony was at stake. Ezra told the
king that Israel only needed God's power. They chose to risk
everything on God. How about you? Do you trust God or humans
when the situation is serious? Do you expect God to come through
when you really need Him? Do you practice your faith when
everything is on the line?

Ezra helped his people to trust God and do away with their fear.
Psalm 46:1~3 says, "God is our refuge and strength, a very present
help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should
change and though the mountains slip into the heart of the sea;
though its waters roar and foam, Though the mountains quake at its
swelling pride." Ezra required Israel to completely submit to God
They were not going to fear because they were going to trust God,
“Even though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, |
fear no evil, for You are with me; Yeur rod and Your staff, they
comfort me."(Ps. 23:4) During times of tribulation, do you exhibit
such faith? Have you experienced being comforted by God when
things are scary? Have you walked through any valleys?

God saved Ezra and his people, “So we fasted and sought our God
concerning this matter, and He listened to our entreaty.”(v. 23) They
made it to Jerusalem safely. God meets His people where they are.
He hears their crying and praying, as He has promised to do. Jesus
said, “Truly, truly, | say to you, if you ask the Father for anything in
My name, He will give it to you."{Jn. 16:23) God responds to
seeking hearts. Remember Elijah’s challenge to the priests of Baal,
where he had his altar soaked three times in water? He prayed,
“Answer me, O Lord, answer me, that this people may know that
You, O Lord, are God, and that You have turned their heart back
again.”(1 Kgs. 18:37) God answered! He will answer your prayers
100.

My dear friend, today's Bible verses really picture our salvation. All
people are in eminent danger because of their sins. Death and
adversity surround us. Fears grip the heart over the future. As
Christians, we have sought the Lord and found Him through our faith
in Jesus Christ. Psalm 80:19 says, "O Lord God of hests, restore us;
cause Your face to shine upon us, and we will be saved.” When the
jailer asked Paul and Silas how he could be saved, they told him,
“Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your
household.” (Acts 16:31) Do you find yourself in a place of danger?
God loves you. God will come through for you. Seek the Lord Jesus
and there will be real salvation today. 4
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