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Sermon for Next Sunday

| Sermon for Next Sunday ||

RISE UP

®Then Joshua tore his clothes and fell to the earth on his face before the ark of the LORD until the
evening, both he and the elders of Israel; and they put dust on their heads. - ” “For the '
Canaanites and all the inhabitants of the land will hear of it, and they will surround us and cut off
our name from the earth. And what will You do for Your great name?” ""So the LORD said to
Joshua, “Rise up! Why is it that you have fallen on your face?
(Joshua 7:6~10)

fter suffering a small defeat at Ai, Joshua and the elders of Israel
Atcre their clothes and fell to the earth on their faces before the
ark of the Lord. Joshua prayed aloud (vv. 7~8), "Alas, O Lord God,
why did You ever bring this people over the Jordan, only to deliver us
inte the hand of the Amorites, to destroy us? If only we had been
willing to dwell beyond the Jordan! “O Lord, what can | say since
Israel has turned their back before their enemies?” For the
Canaanites and all the inhabitants of the land will hear of it, and they
will surround us and cut off our name from the earth. And what will
You do for Your great name?” From a human perspective this prayer
sounds reasonable, but take good notice. There is no denying and a
lot of blaming. Joshua is pointing his finger at God in criticism. He
thinks God is unfair; the same God who made him leader of Israel.
Remember, Joshua was born a slave and received no academic
education. Moses called upon him to spy out the Promised Land
{Num. 13:16) and lead the Israel army in battle.(Ex. 17:9) He listened
and obeyed, and God invested him with some of Moses' authority.
(Num. 27:18~23) After the death of Moses, God gave him the great
commission{Deut. 31:7 ; Josh. 1:1~2), which Joshua performed well
He took Israel across the Jordan River on dry ground.(Josh. 3:17) and
conquered Jericho.(Josh. 6:20) Everything was proceeding nicely until
some of the men that Joshua sent to conguer Ai returned in defeat.
(Josh. 7:5) After all the great and miraculous things God showed him,
now when a little thing goes wrong he begins to blame God for
everything. God responded to Joshua's prayer and His response
teaches us what not to do when we face unpleasant situations
We need to stop questioning God's character. Joshua should not
have asked God why He brought His people over the Jordan. His
guestion was condescending. It inferred that God made a mistake.
Joshua experienced a little pain and immediately blamed God. As
soon as something went wrong, he turned to God in judgment. When
bad things happen, God's people need to concede the good things
God has done. Joshua needed té remember that God sent Moses to
His people and led them all out from under Egyptian slavery. He
safely crossed them over the Red Sea on dry ground, fed them
manna, and produced water from rocks in the middle of the desert for
over forty years. Joshua himself led God's people across the Jordan
River on dry land and marched them around the city of Jericho until
the walls tumbled down. How can he or you ask why to God? | de not
know the particulars of your life, but | do know that God has brought
you here thus far by His grace for the purpose of salvation. Please, do
not ever ask guestions that cast God in a bad light. God is always
good.

We need to stop focusing on the enemy. Joshua prayed with eyes
set on defeat not victory. His little pain led him to think that God was
going to deliver His people into the hands of the Amorites to destroy
them and that if God would have let them live beyond the Jordan
everything would be fine. Whatever situation comes to you, you must
trust God and praise Him. Think about all your blessings and the
promises God has made cencerning your future. He told Abraham,
“And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed.”(Gen. 12:3)
He told Moses, "Therefore, come now, and | will send you to
Pharaoh, so that you may bring My people, the sons of Israel, out of
Egypt.”(Ex. 3:10) He told Joshua, "Be strong and courageous! Do not
tremble or be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever
you go."(Josh. 1:9) God promises you everything, so do not turn from
Him over anything. Do not speak to God in an attitude of self-
rightecusness, or as if you are smarter than Him. Joshua had become
problem conscious instead of power conscious. In spite of God's
blessings and promises, he focused on defeat. Paul tells us,
“Brethren, | do not regard myself as having laid held of it yet; but one
thing | do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what
lies ahead, | press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call
of God in Christ Jesus.”(Phil. 3:13~14) Forget defeat and expect
victory!

We must stop worrying about public opinion. Joshua advised God to
consider what the enemy would think concerning His actions, “0O
Lord, what can | say since Israel has turned their back before their
enemies? For the Canaanites and all the inhabitants of the land will
hear of it, and they will surround us and cut off our name from the
earth. And what will You do for Your great name?”(vv. 8~9) He was
basically telling God that he though‘t He made a mistake. He was
afraid of what others would think, and of what they would do. Please
do not think about public opinien in your walk toward heaven. God will
take care of you, so why should you be discouraged? The problem is
your faith. You think you are so smart but you do not have faith. God
takes care of His own reputation. He will lift up His people when they
are down. He has brought victory to many defeated ones.

God told Joshua, "Rise Up!”(v. 10) He wanted Joshua to lead His
people to victory. We can rise up from defeat because we have a
resurrected victory in our Savior Jesus Christ. His victory is ours, so
we must rise and serve. 1 Corinthians 15:57&58 say, “but thanks be
to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain
in the Lord.” Amen. W4
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