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“Meanwhile, when a crowd of many thousands had gathered,

FagH

Beware of Hypocrisy

(Luke 12:1)

5835

so that they were trampling on one another, Jesus began to speak first to his disciples, saying:
“Be on your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.”

fter Jesus left His Ilunch

engagement at the home of a
Pharisee, He found Himself in the midst
of a very large crowd. Thousands of
people had gathered around Him, most
were friends but some were enemies,
Jesus’ popularity was widespread! The
majority of Pharisees, Sadducees. and
high priests hated Him because of the
influence His teachings had on the
Jewish people. They were jealous.
Instead of appreciating His blessings
upon their nation, these religious people
despised them. From their viewpoint,
Jesus was not one of them, and it was
their responsibility, not His, to preach and
teach the things of God. Nonetheless, the
crowd and disciples respected Jesus.
They wanted to hear what He had to say.
And so Jesus, who had just experienced
the ideal example of hypocrisy, being
cordially invited into a Pharisaic home
under the pretense of love and kindness,
when truly the homeowner and his other
guests hated him and wanted to kill Him,
instructed His disciples concerning its
dangers.

The first thing He says to His
disciples and the listening crowd is,
“Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees,
which is hypocrisy™ (v. 1). Here, Jesus
delivers a very important message, one
that every Christian needs to understand
and practice. Jesus doesn’t want His
disciples to become like the Pharisees,
religious leaders who only appear
virtuous. He wants them to be sincere.
He warns them to watch out and be

Jesus doesn’t want

His disciples to become like the Pharisees,

religious leaders who only
appear virtuous. He wants them to be sincere.
He warns them to watch out and be
careful about hypocrisy because false
appearances don’t fool God.
There’s no secrets between God and man.
Also, because hypocrisy

damages humanit

A servant of Christ is a soldier
of God. You have to see the enemy, the devil,
in order to stand firm against his schemes. You have
to see the grace of God and recognize
the salvation of the cross in order to fight the
spiritual forces of wickedness. You have to believe
in the Word of God for victory!
Let’s concentrate on Jesus and the Word of God.
Let’s have a watchful prudence in detecting
and escaping the danger of hypocrisy through our
Saith in Jesus Christ,

practice correspond to unleavened bread.

Moreover, it’s not a slow moving
phenomenon. Leaven grows quickly; it
spreads fast. As such, it is a very
dangerous substance that can spoil a
church in no time. Interestingly, it’s
often contracted from respectable
authority figures, especially within the
church. During the time of Jesus’
earthly ministry, the Jewish nation
relied heavily upon the Pharisees,
Sadducees, and high priests for
spiritual enrichment. Indeed, it was
their responsibility to lead the nation of
God’s people, but Jesus pointed out
their bad influence. Therefore, you
need to be cautions of hypocritical
leaders.

It should be noted that leaven also
comes from a variety of other sources.
It can come from human love,
socialism, and humanity in general.
Anything that departs from the pure
Gospel may look good, but it will
become leaven.If you believe in
humans, they will negatively influence
you. Amen! It doesn’t make a
difference how kind, or loving, or
generous, or whatever someone else
may be, if you depend on that person
for your well being, your future, your
livelihood, you're in trouble. No one
but Jesus can truly help another human
being. Sure, God uses other people in
administering His grace, but its not
them but Him who provides the grace.

A servant of Christ is a soldier of
God. You have to see the enemy, the
devil, in order to stand firm against his

careful about hypocrisy because false appearances
don’t fool God. There’s no secrets between God
and man. Also, because hypocrisy damages
humanity. It’s one of the lowest forms of
deception with the most adverse consequences.
His words, directed to the disciples, were also
meant for the listening ears of His friends and
enemies. His warning is a fundamental principle
that applies to everyone. Corinthian church’s

Unleavened bread lacks pride, the root of all
leaven.

My dear friends, whenever the devil is
allowed to be placed in between God and man,
leaven is produced. The dangerous thing about
leaven is that you can’t see it! You don’t know its
there until the outside begins to show signs of its
existence. No matter how little is added, leaven
will affect the whole batch, the whole church!

schemes. You have to see the grace of God and
recognize the salvation of the cross in order to
fight the spiritual forces of wickedness. You have
to believe in the Word of God for victory! Let’s
concentrate on Jesus and the Word of God. Let’s
have a watchful prudence in detecting and
escaping the danger of hypocrisy through our
faith in Jesus Christ. i

|
|
|
|
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