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| sermon for Next Sunday ||

LORD, WE WANT OUR EYES TO BE OPENED

“7As Jesus was about to go up to Jerusalem, He took the twelve disciples aside by themselves, and on the
way He said to them, “9“Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem; and the Son of Man will be delivered to
the chief priests and scribes, and they will condemn Him to death, " and will hand
Him over to the Gentiles to mock and scourge and crucify Him, and on the third day He will be raised up.
e B They said to Him, “Lord, we want our eyes to be opened.” “’Moved with compassion,

Jesus touched their eyes; and immediately they regained their sight and followed Him.
(Matthew 20:17~34)

oo many of today’s Christian theologians, church officials, and
Tcongregational members are deceiving themselves by
thinking that the good and pleasurable things in life are more
valuable than the way of the cross. They ask Jesus for so many
earthly things, to satisfy their own desires, instead of looking at
what is His will. Their spiritual eyes are closed, and their self-
indulgent behaviors negatively affect others. As Jesus came
closer to the cross, His disciples” spiritual eyes should have been
wide open, but in fact the opposite occurred. Today's Bible
passage shows us that the disciples’ spiritual eyes were in fact
closed. During his last trip to Jerusalem, Jesus told all twelve of
His disciples, "Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem; and the
Son of Man will be delivered to the chief priests and scribes, and
they will condemn Him to death, and will hand Him over to the
Gentiles to mock and scourge and crucify Him, and on the third
day He will be raised up.”(vv. 18~19) Given this serious
information, the disciples should have focused on Jesus, not
themselves, They had it in their minds that Jesus would go to
Jerusalem and be raised up as an earthly king, and with such
power they began wondering what positions He would give

* them. Their main concern was not for Jesus and the tremendous
pain and suffering He was about to endure, but rather for
themselves and what Jesus could do for them. Jesus' disciples
stayed with Him for three years. They thought they knew what to
believe, yet during the most crucial time in their lives their
spiritual eyes were shut. Their faith is the same faith as ours.

Jesus’ disciples heard His voice every day and night for three
years, but they were absolutely blind men during Jesus' last
days. You believe in Jesus, yet you still act like a blind person
when it comes to living the Christian life. The disciples desired to
be the best, so Jesus taught them, “ ... whoever wishes to
become great among you shall be your servant, and whoever
wishes to be first among you shall be your slave; just as the Son
of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His
life a ransom for many."(vwv. 26~28) It was not just James and
John who wanted to take advantage of Jesus for their sake, but
all twelve disciples acted blindly. As we have followed Jesus
during these past forty days of Lent season, have our eyes been
spiritually open or closed? Like the twelve disciples, all our
church leaders say they are following Jesus this Lent, but are

they? Are our spiritual eyes open or are we blind men and
women? '

An interesting thing occurred in today's Bible passage while
Jesus was leaving Jericho on His way to Jerusalem. Two blind
men sitting outside the city by the road cried out to Him, “Lord,
have mercy on us, Son of David!"(v. 30) The crowd that was
following Him got upset with the blind men and wanted them to
be quiet, but the blind men cried out all the more, “Lord, Son of
David, have mercy on us!"(v. 31) These two blind men really
believed that Jesus was the Son of David. It does not matter
what position you hold in life, high or low, if you call out to Jesus
from the bottom of your heart He will answer you. Jesus stopped
and asked the blind men, “What do you want Me to do for
you?"(v. 32) The blind men responded, “Lord, we want our eyes
to be opened.”(v. 33) Their request was different than the
disciples. James and John wanted position, fame, and reputation.
(v. 21) The blind men wanted to be healed. They believed Jesus
was the Messiah, and therefore could actually do it. Most people
cannot ask Jesus to open their eyes because they do not have
faith. They will ask Him for a bunch of stupid things but not for
the important spiritual things. It is easy to ask a regular person for
a position, but will you ask him or her to make you walk if you are
lame? The blind men showed true spiritual faith in Jesus, the
disciples did not.

My dear friends, let us ask Jesus Christ, let us cry out to Him,
"Lord, please open our spiritual eyes.” We ask so many earthly
things of Him, things of our own desire, and we do not look at
what is His will. We only look at the glory of worldly things. We
only look for the good things in this life. Blind people think
material wealth and physical health are more important than
following Jesus. Jesus' cup is the cross. His way is the narrow
way, which requires us to deny ourselves, take our own cross,
and follow Him. When we open our spiritual eyes we can see the
value because it is the eternal way. | want Jesus to open our
eyes so that we can simply, purely, and sincerely follow Him. On
this 5th Sunday of Lent, like the twelve disciples, we all want to
be with Jesus, but unlike them, let us ask Him not for earthly
success. Let us ask Jesus to open our spiritual eyes, so that we
can see Him, see the value of the cross, see the value of the
narrow way, and see the value of denying ourselves. Amen. |
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