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Danger & Devotion

¥y "All the sailors were afraid and each cried out to his own god.

And they threw the cargo into the sea to lighten the ship. But Jonah had gone below deck,
where he lay down and fell into a deep sleep. The captain went to him and said,

"How can you sleep? Get up and call on your god! Maybe he will take notice of us,
and we will not perish." (Jonah 1:5-6)

This chapter begins with the Word of the Lord commanding Jonah
to ‘arise and go' to the land of Nineveh. Jonah is disobedient. He
doesn't agree with God's orders and tries to escape from having to
follow them. He heads in the opposite direction, taking passage on a
ship. His attempt at escaping is, of course, useless because no one can
escape from the presence of the Lord (Ps. 139:7-12). From here
though, we see the development of a real emergency situation. God
causes a strong wind; which in turns causes a great storm on the sea;
which in turn causes the danger of the ship sinking. These three
things happen because the man of prophet doesn't listen to God. The
danger that ensues from these events also cause many things to
happen.

Today's Scripfure passages reveal the acts of conduct in the face
of great danger of the sailors, Jonah, and the captain. The sailors are
terribly afraid and each one calls upon their own god for help. When
that doesn't work, they try to take matters into their own hands by
dumping ship cargo info the sea to lighten the ship so that possibly it
might have a better chance of not sinking. When that too doesn't
work, we see further on that through divination they beseech Jonah
for an answer. They are desperate - they want to live. Their actions
show us that they fear death.

This type of conduct reminds us of our own powerlessness in the
face of danger. Prior to danger, many people think and thus act like
they are in control. When danger strikes, all of a sudden things change
and reality sets in. In the presence of the great forces of nature
(hurricanes, tornadoes, earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, lightening,
hailstorms) man feels his own physical feebleness and helplessness.
Danger reminds us of the certainty and brevity of human life. When
the waves may swallow you, or the winds may blow you, or the ground
may engulf you, or the hot lava may burn you, or the skies energy may
electrocute or pound you - the beauty and preciousness of life becomes
apparent.

The treacherous seq, as in this narrative, threatens to overwhelm
the sailors and passengers. Danger drives these sinners to seek God's
mercy. When human help proves unavailing, then the godless call upon
the real God, Although this is certainly right in principle, it is fruitless
in practice. Access to God is solely through Jesus Christ. Those who
believe in the Gospel know that God watches over them and cares for
them for good. Danger draws forth the confidences and prayers of
the pious. They may experience an unexpected deliverance from
danger or they may face the perils of that danger. Whatever the case,
it will be whatever the Father above decides. Their souls are eternally
safe. As such, their conduct reflects their beliefs.

The captain of the ship noticed that Jonah was below deck sleeping.
We read at the end of verse 5 that when this terrible storm struck,
Jonah indeed had gone below into the hold of the ship, lain down and
fallen sound asleep. The captain approached Jonah and said, "How is it
that you are sleeping? Get up, call on your god. Perhaps your god will
be concerned about us so that we will not perish (v. 6). It's ironic that
the words of the captain to Jonah are so like the words of God fo
Jonah. God said, "arise and go". The captain says, "get up and call on
God". God's message is again heard by Jonah through the captain, To
Jonah, this must have seemed like a nightmare. The captain is

requesting that he 'call on God' - the very opposite of what he wants to
do. Jonah doesn't want to call God, because his very purpose for
getting on this ship was to hang-up on God - not call Him!

I suppose the most alarming thing is finding Jonah asleep. His
conduct is appalling. It reminds me of the story of the Levite man who
found his wife dead on his doorsteps and said to her, “Get up and let us
go" (cf. Judges 19:28). The captain is asking Jonah for an action that
like the Levite man who asks his dead wife is not possible. Jonah is not
just physically sleeping but he is also spiritually asleep. As I look at it,
his sleep is like a real depression. When God put Adam to sleep to
create Eve, he did so, so that Adam would feel no pain (cf. Genesis
2:21). Jonah sleeps to escape the pain of disobedience but his efforts
do not prevail. The captain is awakening him, disturbing his sleep,
placing the phone in his face and ordering him to 'call God'l

Recently, in our churches there are a lot of spiritual leaders who
are really asleep. Look at our country, It is in trouble - real trouble,
We are experiencing ferrible economic problems. The human solutions
are not working. The people of our country are in danger! The real
problem is that we are spiritually dying. We are in a deep sleep -
totally out cold. There is real depression - emptiness - blankness -
darkness in our land. The answer to our problem is in God's message,
‘Arise and go'. Does amyone hear the message?

The religious customs of the pagans at that time consisted of three
gods: personal, family, and national. The captain says, 'Perhaps your
god' will be concerned about us. Obviously, their gods weren't
concerned and just maybe Jonah's God would be. In desperate
measures, he is searching for something or someone to change things.
His hope is that Jonah's God will concede their peril and do something
about the storm. Their gods could and did ignore people: they were not
constantly watchful over worshipers (cf. 1 Kings 18:26-29). Whereas
Yahweh was different - He could do things - incredible things like
bringing fire from heaven to consume a wet sacrifice.

God made these events happen. It was His plan. The whole story of
Jonah reveals His redemptive power. When you are disobedient, you
cannot escape from God. You must go back to devotion - it's the only
way to safety. Anytime our life is in danger, we are powerless.
Everyone calls on God when they are in trouble. Not everyone can get
an answer. Only those who know and love Jesus hear His answer. Our
God starts everything - He gives answers.

We don't really look at the beginning of our political and spiritual
strife. Let's go back to devotion to Yahweh. This is His plan. Let's get
His blessing in the name of Jesus. Let's confess our sin. If we ask
with repentant hearts, for He knows the desires of our hearts, in the
name of Jesus - the Holy Spirit will bless us. He will bless our way and
we will have victory.

Jonah's true devotion came in the three days spent in the belly of
the fish. Even though he was disobedient, through his repentance, God
still used Him. God is a merciful and great God. Let us repent and pray
that God use us again - this church - this country. Unlike Jonah, who
was commanded to go to Nineveh - we are commanded to go and
disciple all the world's nations. Let us hear the message of God 'Arise -
Get-up' and let us 'go' 4
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