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Sermon for Next Sunda

THE MISSIONARY PAUL

“But I have rec'ei.ved, everything in full and have an abundance;
1 am amply supplied, having received from Epaphroditus what you have sent,
a fragrant aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, well-pleasing to God.
" And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.
(Philippians 4:18~19)

aul was the greatest missionary of all! He loved Jesus Christ,
P the gospel, and lost souls. He had a true missionary heart. His
wonderful thank-you letter to the Philippian church shows us the
depth of his love for the church. Paul did a lot of traveling to spread
the gospel, and the Philippian church respected Paul's work. Even
though they were a financially poor church; they were spiritually
rich. They prayed for Paul and tried hard to take care of him. They
sent him special gifts throughout his missionary journeys. God
always blesses the church that takes care of missionaries. Today's
Bible verses were written by Paul while in a Roman prison. His
attitude during this affliction is something we all need to follow.
Paul told the Philippian church, “But | have received everything in
full and have an abundance; | am amply supplied, having received
from Epaphroditus what you have sent, a fragrant aroma, an
acceptable sacrifice, well-pleasing to God"(Phil. 4:18). Our church
sends out many missionaries, and each planned trip is filled with
crying and complaining about sormething. Paul witnessed his faith
to the Philippian church by stating, “I have received everything.”
He never complained. The Roman prison could not stop his
waorship and praise to the Lord, “Rejoice in the Lord always; again |
will say, rejoice! Let your gentle spirit be known to all men. The
Lord is near. Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer

and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made -

known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all
comprehension, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus"(Phil. 4:4~7). Isn't that a great message? Paul always
appreciated the church and its individuals who served Christ. He
sincerely appreciated those who joined in Christ's suffering. He
told the Roman church that Christians should always be “rejoicing
in hope, persevering in tribulation, devoted to prayer, contributing
to the needs of the saints, practicing hospitality” (Rom. 12:12~13).
Peter acknowledged, “but to the degree that you share the
sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that also at the revelation
of His glory you may rejoice with exultation, If you are reviled for
the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory
and of God rests on you“(1 Pet. 4:13~14). God appreciates your
offering of faith.

Paul reassured the Philippian church, “And my God will supply all
your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus” (Phil.
4:19). Even though the senders gave from what little they had,
‘they would still have sufficient supplies. Paul wanted them to
understand that God not only provided for him, but them too!
Christians gain by giving. Some people feel a little sorry when
someone gives them a gift, especially knowing that the giving

person doesn't have much, but this is the wrong outlook. Paul did
not have a sorry heart over the Philippian church’s gift, but rather
encouraged them to continue to be a giving people. Giving is a
lesson in sowing and reaping. Investing in God's work brings
spiritual and financial blessings. There is no limit to the Lord's
resources and abilities to provide. When you have given to your
utmost limit, you can only return to God a little of His own, and
even that He will abundantly repay. Psalm 126:5~6 say, “Those
who sow in tears shall reap with joyful shouting. He who goes to
and fro weeping, carrying his bag of seed, shall indeed come again
with a shout of joy, bringing his sheaves with him.” The Lord
blesses His giving children, “To grant those who mourn in Zion,
giving them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead
of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a spirit of fainting. So
they will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord,
that He may be glorified”(ls. 61:3).

My dear friends, we have a Savior who provides for all our
needs. Do you believe it? Can you sing, like David? “The Lord is
my shepherd, | shall not want”(Ps. 23:1). Jesus is the one who
reveals God to man, and in Him is everything we need, "that their
hearts may be encouraged, having been knit together in love, and
attaining to all the wealth that comes from the full assurance of
understanding, resulting in a true knowledge of God’'s mystery,
that is, Christ Himself"(Col. 2:2~3). Paul lives His life in Christ,
“Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in
Him, having been firmly rooted and now being built up in Him and
established in your faith, just as you were instructed, and
overflowing with gratitude”(Col. 2:6~7). Living by faith and
cenfessing your faith to others happens because Jesus Christ
takes care of you and leads you. Paul never worried about earthly
things, “Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep
seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand
of Ged. Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that
are on earth, For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ
in God. When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will
be revealed with Him in glory”(Col. 3:1~4). Please stop seeking
earthly things. Jesus asked, "For this reason | say to you, do not
be worried about your life, as to what you will eat or what you will
drink; nor for your body, as to what you will put on. Is not life more
than food, and the body more than clothing?” (Mt. 6:25). God
knows your needs. If you seek first His kingdom and His
righteousness, He will provide everything for you.

Today is missionary Sunday. Let's be a giving church and take
care of our missionaries. 4
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