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Sermon for Next Sunday

| Sermon for Next Sunday |

THE BABY LAID IN A MANGER

And she gave birth to her firstborn son;

and she wrapped Him in cloths, and laid Him in a manger,

because there was no room for them in the inn.
(Luke 2:7)

s humans eat from a table, so animals eat from a manger. Animals

will look first at Messiah; people will look first at food. Why is the
King of kings, Messiah, treated like that? Today's Bible verse tells us
because there was no room for Him in the inn. Mary and Joseph were
poor. As poor people, there was no room. Where were the Israelites?
Why didn't they prepare a special place for Messiah? Israel did not
really believe in the truth of the Bible. They looked to the Bible for
earthly blessings, not spiritual truths. Real treasure, more valuable than
pearls, diamonds, gold, and silver cannot be found in earthly palaces or
bank vaults. Jesus, who is the greatest treasure, laid down in the
worst possible place. The Israelites could not find Him because their
hearts were searching in the high places, not the low places. Isaiah 1:3
says, “An ox knows its owner, and a donkey its master's manger, but
Israel does not know, My people do not understand.” The Messiah
prophecy happened exactly like this. How could Israel miss Jesus'
birth? If your neighbor has the President of Korea or some important
celebrity over for dinner, everybody is going to know about it. Jesus is
infinitely greater than these, but no one knows.

Jesus Christ, Messiah, who has the richest reputation and highest
honor, was born in the poorest and dirtiest places, worse than a waste
basket. He came to save sinners, who are worse than garbage,
because He cares about the lowly. Psalms 113:5~7 say, "Who is like
the Lord our God, Who is enthroned on high, Who humbles Himself to
behold the things that are in heaven and in the earth? He raises the
poor from the dust And lifts the needy from the ash heap.” Remember
the rich man Job as he underwent physical suffering, “And he took a
potsherd to scrape himself while he was sitting among the
ashes.”(Job 2:8) Jesus saved Job, just as He saves us. Mary and
Joseph had to find shelter in a stable because there was no room for
the poor. They traveled from Nazareth to Bethlehem by themselves,
“Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to
Judea, to the city of David which is called Bethlehem, because he was
of the house and family of David.”(Lk. 2:4). They had no helpers, just
each other, on that special night. As the lonely couple gave birth to
Messiah, Israel fell into a deep sleep

Israel was looking for earthly friends, not heavenly ones. John
1:10~11 say, "He was in the world, and the world was made through
Him, and the world did not know Him. He came to His own, and those
who were His own did not receive Him."” This is what exactly
happened. No one really saw the most precious stone, the
cornerstone. Isaiah 7:13~14 say, “Listen now, O house of David! Is it
too shghf a thing for you to try the patience of men, that you will try
the patience of my God as well? Therefore the Lord Himself will give
you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she
will call His name Immanuel.” The anly position available for Messiah
on this earth was a manger. Israel was so busy locking for silver and
gold, like non-believers, but when the real thing came along they
treated Him badly. Real Christians find the precious stone in the

manger. Jesus Christ does not look for gold and silver, He looks for the
hungry and humble heart. The real Messiah can be found in the mud of
a stable or on the wood of a cross. The Israelite’s problem is the same
Christian problem today. Believers come to church dressed in fine
clothes, looking to increase their reputation, and acting proud. They are
far from humble. They do not want to lower themselves to look for
Jesus Christ in the mud or hanging from a wooden cross. They do not
want to be friends with the lowly. Like the Israelites, they claim to
believe in God, but not really.

The shepherds, who worked at night in what was considered a lowly
position, will find the manger of Jesus Christ. They cannot goof
around, but must remain watchful, so that the wolves do not hurt the
sheep or the thieves do not try and take them. Jesus cannot be found
easily. One must really look with all their heart. Song of Sclomon 5:2
says, "l was asleep but my heart was awake. A voice! My beloved was
knocking: open to me, my sister, my darling, My dove, my perfect one!
For my head is drenched with dew, My locks with the damp of the
night.” This heart sings of love. Do you have this kind of heart for
Jesus? Psalms 121:4 says, “Behold, He who keeps Israel Will neither
slumber nor sleep.” If you really look for Jesus, you will find Him.
Herod and the high priests worked in the palace, while the shepherd
worked outside, but only the shepherds saw the angels, only the
shepherds saw the glory of God. They received the most important
message, “But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for behold, |
bring you good news of great joy which will be for all the people. " (Lk
2:10) Of course they were probably very frightened, but they got the
best news in the world. They heard that Jesus Christ was born.

The angel told the shepherds to go and find Jesus, “This will be a
sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a
manger.”(Lk. 2:12) The angel wanted the shepherds to witness the
truth. In this earth there are only battles, you cannot truly find peace.
Even when humans make peace between each other it is only
temporary, but if you meet Jesus Christ you will have real peace
because that peace comes from heaven. John 1:1~14 say, "In the
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God------ And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and
we saw His glory, glory as of the anly begotten from the Father, full of
grace and truth.” God gave His Word to Israel; they received His law,
but they did not find Jesus. The Israelites did not find Messiah in the
Bible, but you and | through the Bible, through faith, find Jesus Christ
in the manger. The Israelites tried to find Him physically in the palace,
but could not. Philippians 3:15 says, "Let us therefore, as many as are
perfect, have this attitude; and if in anything you have a different
attitude, God will reveal that also to you.” Saul thought he was perfect.
He helped kill Stephen, thinking he was doing God a favor, when in fact
he was actually destroying the body of Jesus Christ. The Israelites got
the Word but they could not find the Messiah because the Messiah
was laid in a manger. d
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