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(D Next Sunday's Message By Rev, Kim, Sung Kwan @

THE SHUNAMMITE
WOMAN

(2 Kings 4:8-37)

oday’s well known biblical passage is a part of Elisha’s
T mirache-filled ministry, It reveals the remendous power of
one' s faith in the Lord, Just as faith as lile as a mustard seed
can move a mountain, so oo can a genuine faith of an ordinary
persan bring about the spectacular miracle of life, Moreover, this
biblical story teaches us a special lesson regarding the well-
being of our soul,

The story begins, "Now there came a day when Elisha
passed over ta Shunem, where there was 4 prominent womar,
and she persuaded him to eat food. And so it was, as often as
he passed by, he turned in there 1o eat food”(vs, 8). This
Shunammite woman is not only prominent but very kind, she
cares for God's prophet by providing him with food, Her
frequent generosity is i reflection of a true heart, Although she
is not yet aware of who Elisha is, she obviously knows that
there is something special about him,

“She said to her hushband,” Behold now, T perceive that this is a holy man of
God passing by us L‘f_mtmu;iil}, (vs, 9), Not only is this Shunammite woman kind
and generous but here we clearly see that she is also very wise, She is able to
recognize that Elisha is not just an ordinary man but a holy man of God, She asks
her husband, “Please, let us make a litle walled upper chamber and let us set a
bed for him there, and 4 table and a chair and a lampstand; and it shall be, when
he comes to us, that he can tumn in there” (vs. 10). After becoming aware of
Elisha's calling, this special woman desires 1o provide not only food but shelter as
vell to help comfort him in his work,

"One day he came there and wmed in to the upper chamber and rested.
And when he had

Then he said to Gehazi his servant, ‘Call the Shunammite,’

called her, she stood before him, He said 1o him, “say now to her, "Behold, you
have been careful for us with all this care; what can I do for you? Would you be
spoken for to the king or to the captain of the army? " And she answered, "1 live
among my own people” (vss, 11-13), This conversation reveals serveral things,
First, the Shunammite woman cared for not only Elisha but also his servant,
second, that Elisha has a deep heart, The biblical story preceding this one in the
Bible displays his aid to a widow (2 Kings 4:1-7), It Is clear that he is a man who
cannot turn his face away from those in need. As such, his desire was to
compensate the Shunammite woman for her careful care, The Shunammite
woman declines his offer because she does not need it, It s important to notice
that she does not suggest something else but speakes no further,

Not being able to use his influence among the king or captain of the army,
Elisha inquired further, “So he said, “What then is 10 be done for her? And
He said, "Call
“At this
and she said, "No, my lord, O man of

Gehazi answered, “Truly she has no son and her hushand is old.”
her,” When he had called her, she stood in the doorway, Then he said,
season next year you shall embrace a son,’
Gad, do not lie o your maidservant”(vss, 14-10), Elisha places a wanderful
blessing upon this Shunammite woman, She expresses shock and dishelief, Her
mind cannot fathom the possibility of such a blessing,

“The woman conceived and bore a son at that season the next year, as Elisha
had said to her. When the child was grown, the day came that he went out 1o his
father to the reapers, He said to his father, ‘My head, my head,” And he said 1o
his servant, “Carry him to his mother,” When he had taken him and brought him
to his mother, he sat on her lap until noon, and then died” (vss, 17-20). Elisha’s
blessing was true, Sadly, the boy perhaps suffered some type of sunstroke,

“She went up and laid him on the bed of the man of God, and shut the door
behind him and went out, Then she called 1o her hushand and said, “Please send
me one of the servants and one of the donkeys, that [ may run 16 the man of God
and return,” He said, "'\"hx, will you go o him today? It is neither new moon nor

bbath,” And she said, ‘Tt will be well” "(vss, 21-23). The Shunammite’ s woman’
s reactions to her .\‘(')n’s th‘ilfh are remarkable, She places her son in Elisha’ s

roorm because shie associates it with holiness, She quickly makes arrangements (o
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reach Elisha, Her husband’ s questions reveal his lack of complete understanding,
Even so, the Shunammite woman' s response shows us her true heart, her true
belief in the power of God, Her faith is beautifully demonstrated through her
actions and words, Most especially in her confident proclamation Tt will be well .
Drive and go forward;

"Then she saddled a donkey and said to her servant,

do not slow down the pace for me unless [ tell vou,” So she went and came to
And it came about when the man of God saw

"Behold,

‘Is it well with vou? Is it

the man of God to Mount Carmel,

her at a distance that he said to Gehazi his sevant there is the

Shunammite, Please run now to meet her and say 1o her,

you husband? Is it well with the child?’ " And she answered, “It is

24-26).

well with

well™™ (vss, Wow! The Shunammite worin rushes to see Elisha and then

proclaims that everything is okay, How is this possible? Her son is dead, her

husband lacks undcummlmg. and she must be terribly sad, tired, and
overwhelmed. Yet, she claims that it is well, Here we uncover the mystery of true
faith, Although everything around us may be in chaos; no matter what the
circumstances of life entail (happiness/sadness, peacelulness/sorrow, easy
times/difficult times), those with faith in the Lord have peace that passes all
understanding, If we totally tust in God, we will know that His power will secure
our soul,

"When she came 1o the man of God to the hill, she caught hold of his feet,
And Gehazi came near 1 push her away: but the man of God said, ‘Let her

alone, for her soul is troubled within her; and the Lord has hidden it from me and

has not told me' " (vs, 27). °

[he Shunammite woman humbly places herself at the
feet of the man of God, She comes to Flisha in the same manner as we come 10
Jesus for help, God had not revealed her situation to Elisha but Elisha recognized
that something was wrong,

‘Do not

“Then she said, "Did T ask for a son from my lord? Did T not say,

deceive me' " (vs,28)7 Her first question is not to ask Elisha to heal her son but to
determine why this is happening. She reminds Elisha that she didn’t ask him for a
son but that he freely blessed her with one, "Then he said 10 Gehazi, "Gird up
your loins and take my staff in your hand, and go your way! if you meet any man,
and if anyone salutes you, do not answer him; and lay my staff

29).

do not salute him,

on the lad's face’ (vs. Elisha gives Gehazi specilic instructions on the care

and use of his staff 1o heal the boy,
as you yourself live, I will

“The mother of the lad said, “As the Lord lives and

not leave you,  And he arose and followed her” (vs, 30), The Shunammite

woman refused to step out of Elisha's presence. She knew that the power to
revive her son was in Elisha, Then Gehazi passed on before them and laid the
but there was neither sound nor response. So he returned

31). Elisha’

instruction to Gehazi was designed to teach the people that the power 10 work

staff on the lad' s face,
to meet him and told him, “The lad has not awakened' " (vs,
miracles was not magically inherent in his staff,

“When Elisha came into the house, behold the lad was dead and laid on his
bed. So he entered and shut the door behind them both and prayed to the Lord”
(vss, 32-33)

and lay on the child, and put his mouth on his mouth and his eyes on his eves

. Elisha privately prayed to God to seek his direction, "And he went up
and his hands on his hands, and he stretched himself on him; and the flesh of the

child became warm, Then he retumed and walked in the house once back and

forth,
and the lad opened his eyes”

and went up and stretched himself on him: and the lad sneezed seven times
(vss, 34-35). Following God's guidance, Elisha

experienced warmth from the boy. He obviously became excited at the
anticipation of God' s workings, Then he got up and walked, When he stretched
himself on the boy the second time - it happened - a spectacular miracle of
restoring life to one who had been dead for some hours happened.

So he called her, And

| “He called Gehazi and said, “Call this Shunammite,’

when she came in to him, he said, "Take up your son.” Then she went in and fell
at his feet and bowed hersell o the ground, and she ook up her son and went
(vss. 30-37). She humbly thanked Elisha and the Lord,

Like the litle Shunammite woman whose faith depended on Elisha,

out™”
SO o0
should our church depend on Jesus, When we repent and come to Jesus, we

receive peace and assurance of eternal life, “Is anything o difficult for the Lord”

(Gen, 18:14)? God' s power is almighty. Yes, He raised the shunammite woman' s
son but more importanly He raised the Lord and will raise us up through His
power (1 Cor, 6:14),

Jesus' words show us how His blessings depend upon our faith, “And He said

| 1o her,

| your affliction” " (Mark 5:34). "He who believes in the son has etemal life: but he

who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him”
(John 3:36). 1 want all the people of Choong Hyun to understand that their faith

does not rest on the wisdom of men but on the power of God (1 Cor, 2:5),

The beautiful hymn that expresses the true meaning of our Christian faith

sings out, "When peace like a river attendeth my way, When sorrows like sea

billows roll; Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me o say, "It is well, it is well

with my soul,” In Jesus Christ, we have a very special peace thar enables us o

know that indeed it is well with our soul!

‘Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace and be healed of

ok
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