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Unlike Matthew which was recorded from the perspective of the Jews, or
Mark from which the urgency of presenting Jesus is felt, the external charac-
teristic of Luke is the presence of the ‘exordium’ The substantial feature of
Luke which can be examined through this is that it is the Gospel written from
a Greek perspective. Since Luke was a Greek and a well-educated physi-
cian(Col 4:14), medical terms were used a lot in the Gospel of Luke, which was
written systematically and logically in comparison to the Gospel of Matthew
which was written according to themes. The reason that there is the exordium
was to organize it more logically. Because Luke who was called a Gentile by
the contemporary Jews did not meet Jesus in person, he could probably face
to the question 'On what ground did you write the gospel?' The reason was
that he was converted by the Apostle Paul and worked with him, but the Apos-
tle Paul also had met Jesus who was resurrected, not Jesus who was working in
ministries. That's why Luke reveals in the prologue how he could write the
gospel, and why he tried to write it. Because even the one who did not meet
Jesus in person could testify to Jesus with assurance as much as those who wit-

nessed Jesus, we also can have hope for the ministers of the word.

The ministers of the word

"just as those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of
the word have delivered them to us,(v 2)' The expression which I want to
share in the text is 'the ministers of the word. The nurturing of the workers of
the Heavenly Kingdom' among the five goals of our church is the second goal
but is the oldest goal of the seventy-year history of our church. It was the goal
of our church for as many as 60 years since it was enacted in 1963, which is, I
am confident, the important reason why our church has been blessed. The
minister written in the text is hypéretés' (OUNA3aN&)' by the original language,
which has the meaning of an underling. This is the expression that frequently
appears in the Bible, and especially a word referring to those who were sent to
catch Jesus by the priests and Pharisees as their underlings, but here in the
text, a modifier, 'word' is fixed before 'hyperetés. If you become a minister of
the word, even though you are an underling, your practical authority and im-
portance become greatly high. This is because if a person belongs to the word,
the dignity and usage of the person becomes different, and is transformed
into a useful one. A minister of the word is a person who is occupied with the
word. To be occupied with the word, you must hold on to the word for a con-
siderable period, be close to the word to understand it, and make efforts to
live according to the word. In the meantime, we come to experience at a cer-
tain moment we are holding on to the word. "When Silas and Timothy ar-
rived from Macedonia, Paul was occupied with the word, testifying to the Jews
that the Christ was Jesus.(Acts 18:5)" Leaving for the missionary work in
Corinth, Paul was forced to go alone, separated from his co-workers. Mean-
while, when Silas and Timothy got together with him, the Bible expresses
Paul's changed appearance as 'to be occupied with the word. When the word
held Paul, his ministries became different. "For the love of Christ controls us,
because we have concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all have
died;(2Cor 5:14)" The Bible records Paul's changed ministry as 'the love of God
compels us. I hope you and I will be occupied with the word, and become the

ministers of the word whom the love of God compels us to.

The vivid deliverer

When the word holds on to and is with us, we come to experience that the
word is sweeter than the honeycomb. Then, we come to love the word, are
completely indulged, and stay in the word. The minister of the word is the
person whose time of staying in the word is long. The characteristic of the
minister of the word who responds to the word with alacrity is to become a
vivid deliverer. "[nasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of

the things that have been accomplished among us, just as those who from the

Sermon in English Translation

Rev. Kyu Sam Han

beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word have delivered them
to us,(Luke 1:1-2)" The expression of the original language, 'the things that
have been fulfilled just as they were handed down to us by those eyewitnesses
and servants of the word from the beginning' reveals that in addition to the
experiences of eyewitnesses and ministers of the word, he delivers his own
experiences vividly. If we deliver what we have experienced to the next gener-
ation in addition to what the seniors of belief passed down to us, we can pass

down a more abundant legacy, an attractive tradition, and a vivid history.

The purpose of the minister of the word

In Luke 24 was written the story of two disciples who were traveling to Em-
maus. On the morning of the day when Jesus was resurrected, two disappoint-
ed disciples who were in Jerusalem were talking on the way back to their
hometown Emmaus. Resurrected Jesus came close to them and began to walk
with them, but those who had been his disciples did not know the person was
Jesus. Moreover, even though Jesus interpreted the Scriptures to them, they
did not recognize Jesus. When I was ministering in LA, I came to invite a col-
league pastor who was in Philadelphia as a lecturer for the retreat of whole
church members. While I was driving the lecturer pastor to the place of re-
treat, sharing a deep conversation with him about the church and theology,
suddenly something flashed from behind. I was too absorbed in talking with
the lecturer to realize I drove overspeed or know even the fact that the police
was following us. The lecturer pastor said to the police officer who came to us
that we were pastors and engaged in talking about the church and the Bible
too much, so we lost the sense of speed. We were really sorry. Listening to
what he said, the police officer didn't issue a speeding ticket, and just left a say-
ing, "Don't drive quickly from now on." I could experience that we could not
realize what was happening around us when we were completely preoccupied
with something. The disciples whose eyes were opened when Jesus went into
a house with them and broke bread returned to Jerusalem and delivered the
story of Jesus they had experienced. It is the characteristic of the person who
has become both a witness and the minister of the word. "So faith comes from
hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.(Rom 10:17)" It is the purpose

of the minister of the word for those who heard to become the deliverer

again.

The life that has a good influence

We should live the lives of believers who have good influences. If so, how
can we have a good influence on others? The person who has a good influence
is the one who has assurance within oneself and a good one. "for he was a
good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a great many people were
added to the Lord.(Acts 11:24)" A decisive part of a good influence is 'a great
many people were added to the Lord. If a great many people were added to
me, I would be likely to fall into self-righteousness. "that you may have cer-
tainty concerning the things you have been taught.(v 4)' Theophilus was not a
person who heard of Jesus for the first time. It is also a good influence to give
clearer assurance to the person who knows about Jesus. I hope our lives and
faith will give assurance to all those around us, and I bless you and your chil-
dren. The life that has assurance, especially the life full of confidence in expe-
riences about what the word allowed to us and what the word fulfilled has the
strength that gives decisive assurance to the lives of others. Let's dream and
accomplish together in the Lord that our church will be full of the ministers
of the word, who hope to become the ministers of the word and realize the
way of becoming the ministers of the word. I bless in the name of the Lord
that all these things will be fulfilled within the Lord.
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