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D Today's Message By Rev, Kim, Sung Kwan @©

BELIEVERS OF
THESSALONICA

(1 THESSALONIANS 1:1-3)

P aul, Silvanus, and Timothy visited Thessalonica on

end their stay suddenly because. of the opposition of the

their second missionary journey. They were forced to

Jews, Paul was concerned about their departure under
pressure and about having to leave the church without
experienced leadership, He sent Timothy back to
Thessalonica to encourage the believers and then to report
back on the condition of the church there, When Timothy
rejoined Paul and Silvanus his report gave them all cause

for praise for the healthy condition of the church,

Their gratefulness and encouragement are expressed
in their biblical letter named 1 Thessalonians, It begins, “Paul and Silvanus
and Timothy to the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ: Grace 1o you and peace” (vs, This greeting identifies
from whom and to whom the letter is written, It also establishes the
Christian lineage of the writers and recipients, Moreover, it contains the
wonderful blessing of the grace and peace.

Their commendation to the believers of Thessalonica opens, "We
give thanks to Gaod always for all of you, mzlkiﬂg mention of you in our
prayers” (vs 2). Obviously, the believers of Thessalonica are doing
something good because Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy give thanks to God
for all of them, They also say that they pray for this church, which indicates

that whatever it is, what they are doing is of significant spiritual value

What kind of things are the Thessalonians doing to deserve such
tribute from Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy? They mention, “constantly bearing
in mind your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hop€ in
(vs, 3), This

church had three distinet actions that made it so very special, Understanding

our Lord Jesus Christ in the presence of our God and Father”

what each action means and how together they form the life of a believer in
Jesus Christ is important for every church and every Christian’s spiritual

growth,

The first action mentioned is work of faith, John clearly defines the
meaning of this phrase when he quotes Jesus saying, “This is the work of
God, that you believe in Him whom He has sent” (John 6:29), Work of [aith
is without doubt the physical and mental activities directed toward belief in
Jesus Christ, The Thessalonians not only understood God' s commandment
that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ but also the all
importance of this faith with regards to righteousness, justification, peace,

and sonship of God (1 John 3:23; Rom, 3:22; 5:1: Gal. 3:26),

Our work of faith is just as important today as it was back then to the
Thessalonians, We must always remember that Jesus Christ is our Lord and
Savior; and most importantly believe in Him wholeheartedly, The work of
faith in every believer is made evident in their life. Just as the

Thessalonians’ work of faith was visibly present, so oo must our work of
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faith be recognized. The work of faith produces and accomplishes the

purposes of Jesus,

The second action that Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy point out in the
church of the Thessalonians is their labor of love, Notice that they don't just
say love but labor of love, We all know that labor means exhausting work,
[t's apparent that this special attribute is extremely meaningful. Paul
elaborates on the core meaning of the supremacy of love by stating, “If T
speak with the tongues of men and angels, but do not have love, 1 have
become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal” (1 Cor. 13:1). No matter if you
can speak over 200 languages of the world or even the heavenly language,
it matters not if you don’t have love, Without love, your voice is nothing

but irritating sounds,

Paul continues with this line of thought by taking it one step further,

“If T have the gift of prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge

and if T have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, [ am
nothing” (1 Cor, 13:2), Wow! To have kind of power without love and be
totally insignificant (a complete zero) shows the omnipotence of having
love, And still Paul walks yet another step forward in saying, "And if T give
all my possessions to feed the poor, and if T surrender my body to be
burned, but do not have love, it profits me nothing” (1 Cor, 13:3). Come on
people, this should be a direct hit on the absolute necessity of love in our
lives, While faith is important, love is imperative! For without love nothing
we do or say means anything,

The last action that Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy refer to is
steadfastness of hope. Steadfast means unchanging, firm, faithful, and wue,
They mention that our steadfast hope is to live together with Jesus forever
(1 Thes, 5:10), Paul clarifies the meaning of steadfast hope when he says,
“Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed
(2 Cor,

away; behold, new things have come” 5:17), We are born again into

this living hope because of Jesus' death and resurrection,

The Thessalonians understood the concept of living hope and were
able to endure severe persecution, We also must constantly keep in mind
that the one who does the work of faith has real hope! The truth is that the
world has no hope or even the possibility of hope without Jesus christ, Our
steadfastness of hope is only possible through our work of faith and labor
of love in Christ, Through our work of faith and love in Christ we become
aware of the amazing grace of eternal life, Because Jesus is the same today,
yesterday and always we are able o endure and remain steadfast in our

hope until the last day,

The Thessalonian church was blessed to have three people in prayer
to God thanking Him for their important service, It s so important that we
see and understand this blessing. Their thanksgiving and encouragement

foster spiritual growth, Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy not only held the
believers of Thessalonica up in prayer but also instructed them on how to
keep up their work of faith, labor of love, and steadfast hope, In concluding
their letter, they mention three actions of support, “Rejoice always; pray
withour ceasing; in everything give thanks; for this is God' s will for you in
Christ Jesus™ (1 Thes, 5:16-18).

God’ s will require our work of faith, labor of love, and steadfastness
of hope in Jesus Christ, In order to accomplish these actions and continue
on the pathway towards heaven without being derailed or knocked down;
His will also requires that we he forever joyful in the Lord, constantly
commuunicate with Him and listen for His direction, and endlessly thank
Him no matter what kind of situation we may find ourselves in. These are
the precious keys to successful Christian living thar we all need to hold and

use without hesitation in our services as believers of Christ,
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