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(D Next Sunday’s Message By Rev, Kim, Sung Kwan ©

JESUS ON THE CROSS

(Romans 3:23-26)

t the very moment of His death, when He bowed His
A head and gave up His spirit, the shameful deed at the
cross became by redemption the turning point of human
history and the whole drama of universal super-history!
Amazing!!! Totally wondrous!!! The Lord Jesus Christ’s
once and for all sacrifice of atonement changed the entire
world and offered us a future of hope, an opportunity for
salvation and most importantly eternal life,

in the book of Romans, the apostle Paul gives us a
precise understanding of the Christian faith, He explains the
full meaning of Jesus on the Cross by proclaiming the
purpose and reason for the gospel of Gad, Paul details the
ecumenical value of righteousness through faith, His beautiful description of
the meaning of Jesus on the cross helps us better understand and appreciate
God' s incredible grace,

‘For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God’ is a wue and
accurate account of men (vs, 24), No one, not even Abraham, Moses, Noah,
or David was without sin, “All" humans have sinned, no one is exempt from
this crime except Christ. He was blameless; He was pure; He was innocent;
He was righteous; and He was without sin,

Although we ‘fall short of the glory of God’, we ‘are justified freely
by His grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus' (vs, 24), Our
sin has been ‘justified freely’ - it has been completely cleared and taken
away by Jesus on the cross, God' s grace allowed His only begotten Son to
die and take away all the world’s sin so that we could restore our
relationship to Him, Jesus was the innocent Lamb of God, yet he became
legally guilty of sins of people who some day would be His forever,

‘God’ s presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in
His blood” (vs, 25). This demonstration of God' s rightecusness, this freedom
from guilt and sin, this incredible gift, effected and effects all mankind, "God
made Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become
the righteousness of God” (2 Cor, 5:21), Without Jesus' sacrifice, there
would be no salvation from sin and thus we would not have any
communication with God, Only through faith in Jesus Christ is it possible to
have communion with God - to have direct access to God, There is no other
means; There is no other possible connection; There is no other way to
communicate with God except through His Son, our Savior,

“He did this to demonstrate His justice because in His forbearance He
had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished”™ (vs, 25). The people of
old were required to repent for their sins through burnt offerings, animal
sacrifices, and a high priest but this atonement was only temporary, not
complete, The sins of the world required a payment, A huge payment, A
payment only Jesus could afford, God patiently waited for Christ's death on
the cross to complete the payment for the sins of Old Testament saints as
well as for our sins,

Jesus carried all the evil of the world - past, present and future! Just
think about it. He was the most sinful man who died on the cross! Christ
took all our sins to the crosst sedition, hypocrisy, rape, adultery, rebellion,

robbery, child abuse, and others, The most terrible criminal died on the
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Cross,

“He did it 1o demonstrate His justice at the present time, so as to be
just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus” (vs. 20).
Without Jesus'
mankind to have a relationship with God, The house of Israel fell so many
times that there was no hope for a future, God gave the people of Isracl
hope. He gave us His Son so that we could continue to be His people and
He our God,

Is this salvation free? Yes, from our standpoint, But from God's
standpoint it was an incredible cost! God gave, God suffered, God
purchased us through the blood of His only Son. We must always remember
that we serve the God of a broken heart, Pain is not an abstract feeling with
Him, He is not a cold, impassive God sitting in heaven watching the
suffering of His creation with bewildered wonder. In the Person of His Son,
the Lord Jesus Christ, God entered into our suffering, Jesus died on the cross
for our sins - He was pierced through for our transgressions,

God the Father looked on and withheld His hand as His sinless, pure,
stainless, and innocent Son was mocked and beaten. And then as Jesus bore
the sin of the world on the cross, the Father had to tumn His face away as

Jesus cried out, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” (Mark
15:34) At that precise moment, darkness fell over the whole land and the sun
was obscured,

The veil of the temple was tom in two! Jesus conquered death, the
final payment of sin, and made eternal life possible for millions. This
demonstration, this sacrifice is God's grace - God' s unending grace, So great
is His grace that there are no words to describe it - its truth is unspeakable, It
is an act beyond our human comprehension. What we know is that only
through God’ s grace do we become His children,

This is

the message of God's ultimate love - IHis demonstration of righteousness -

This is the message that will reach to all the ends of the earth,
His justness - His unending mercy - His grace. This intimate connection
between God and man, found only in Christ, allows Christians to overcome
evil and our natural born sinfulness.

God’ s love is far greater than any human act of love, And yet, how
appreciative are we? “Then 1 heard every creature in heaven and on earth
and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, singing: “To Him
who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and
power, forever and ever!” (Rev, 5:13). This honor, this worship, this praise
belongs in all our hearts,

It is only by coming to know “the truth” - the truth that God
sacrificed His only Son, Jesus Christ, on the cross as a final payment for sin -
that one comes to know God, for He can be known only through Christ,
Jesus on the cross represents God's grace - a righteousness given to us

through faith.

i
ol

sacrifice on the cross, there was absolutely no hope for
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