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Heirs of God

= “and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ,
‘ ° if indeed we suffer with [Him] in order that we may also be glorified with [Him.]"
. (Romans 8:17)

This chapter reminds us of the Garden of Eden which had in it all
manners of delight. But Adam and Eve sinned and we lost it all; we
lost the pure glory of knowing and loving God without sin. Today's
particular verse highlights the tremendous blessings of our
progressive Christian journey upwards toward God. "And if children,
heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we
suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him"(v. 17).
As children of God, eternal life with Him is our promised
inheritance. This wonderful verse shows us the higher and higher
nature of our divine heirship, We go from sonship to heirship and
heirship to joint heirship with the Lord Jesus. It's a step-up-step-
up display of the real meaning of our true identity.

The ground of heirship begins as children of God. It doesn't
follow the natural or ordinary mean of human creation. Heirship
doesn't automatically come to every human being. The Bible doesn't
say, "if creature then heir alse"; it says "if children, then heir of
God". This is a big difference that people need to grasp because
heirship is also not found through natural descendants. Neither are
they all children because they are Abraham's descendants, but:
"through Isaac your descendants will be named." That is, it is not
the children of the flesh who are children of God, but the children
of the promise are regarded as descendants(Rom, 9:7-8). Not all

| Israelites (physically) are Israel (spiritually). This is proof of God's

sovereign election: God chose Isaac, not Ishmael, and Jacob, not
Esau. Nor can heirship come through meritorious service (see Gal.
4:30) or ceremonial observance (see Rom 4:9). Heirship is given to
God's chosen only.

Who really are heirs of God? The Bible specifically mentions,
"For all who are being led by the spirit of God, these are sons of
God"(Rom. 8:14), "Jesus answered and said to him, 'Truly, truly, I
say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of
God"(Jn. 3:3), "Because you are sons, God has sent for the Spirit of
His Son into our hearts, crying, 'Abbal Father!"(Gal. 4:6), "and have
put on the new self who is being renewed to a true knowledge
according to the image of the One who created him"(Col. 3:10), and
"But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right o become
children of God, even to those who believe in His name"(Jn. 1:12).
Amenlll Heirs of God are those who believe in Jesus Christ as their
personal Savior, Redeemer, and Lord. These are the one's who can
be his children, not natural creatures but those who have received
new life — and that's the ground of heirship.

Heirs are equal in the divine family. There's a certain universal
character to divine heirship. Time within the Kingdom doesn't
change heirship. Whether you're a baby Christian of one year or a
mature Christian of many years, heirship is the same. God blesses
His children under the same promise (see Heb. 6:17). Also, whoever
becomes a child of God is directly related to His firstborn Son, who
is the first among many brethren, The inheritance is large enough

for all, It doesn't make a difference whether you're poor or rich, big
or little, weak or strong, all heirs, except Jesus, are the same.

Our inheritance is divinely great! Not many people understand
the awesomeness of being a heir of God. The Bible tells us so much
of our wonderful and different privileges. As children of God, we
are heirs of all things. "He who overcomes will inherit these things
(all things newly created), and I will be his God and he will be My
son“(Rev. 21:7). “So then let no one boast in men. For all things
belong to you"(1 Cor. 3:21). Children of God are heirs of salvation
(see Titus 3:7), heirs of the kingdom (Jam. 2:5), heirs of promise
(see Heb. 6:17), heirs of righteousness (see Heb. 11:17), and heirs of
the grace of life (see 1 Pet. 3:7). Amazing! Christian heirs possess
all that God possesses and all that God is. Amen! We receive all of
His love, for God is love. Hence, heirs acquire all possible good for
God is good. We are heirs of all Jesus has and is as God and man.
We are heirs of God Himself—what an infinite portion!

Believers are joint-heirs with Christ who has already been
glorified. The eternal inheritance of future blessings promised by
God is secure because it is "kept in heaven” (see 1 Peter 1:4), Joint
heirship with Christ is the test of true heirship. We are not heirs
except with Christ, in Christ, and through Christ. This sweetens
everything because fellowship with Jesus is the best portion. You
can't have anything without Jesus. This shows us the greatness of
our inheritance and the worth of Jesus Christ. Such an inheritance
as the Father gave to His well beloved Son, He gives to us. This
insures it to us for Jesus will not lose it. His title deed and ours is
one and indivisible.

Jesus should become partners with us in all things, for His love is
unbounded. He takes us into unioh with Himself, and He secures our
inheritance. His prayer for us cbtains it, His going into heaven
prepares it, and His coming again will bring full enjoyment of it. This
Jjoint heirship joins us fast fo Jesus. Since we are nothing and have
nothing and can do nothing apart from Him, we should all the more
appreciate His being.

Christians are heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we
share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.
God both prepares us for glory and prepares glory for us. It is ours
by inheritance. At the same time, however, we have our part to play;
glorification should be sought and it will be wrought in us through
our affliction and suffering. Let us joyfully accept the present
suffering with Jesus Christ, for it is part of our heritage. Let's
believe in the glorification which is sure to follow in due time and let
us anticipate with immediate rejoicing.

My dear and beloved Choong Hyun friends, this is our blessing on
earth and in heaven. This time is our future and it is forever and
ever. Let's deny ourselves, take-up our cross and follow Him with
faith. Let's join heirship with Jesus. We can only get it with Jesus,
through Jesus, and in Jesus. 4
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