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(® Next Sunday' s Message By Rev. Kim, Sung Kwan ©

THE RICH MAN AND
LAZARUS

(Luke 16:19-31)

any Christians still view the promise of God' s blessing for
M observance of His statutes in a worldy manner. They
evaluate their relationship with God in terms of outward
circumstances, If everything is fine, one is hasking in God' s
favor. If one is ill or oppressed or poor, ane is under God' s
curse or punishment and needs to repent of sin. While both
situarions may indeed render true, the heart of the matter is that
often our faith in God is in spite of circurnstances, not because of
them. The parable of the rich man and Lazarus emphasizes this
point. [t is a sermon by Jesus that teaches us to view the promise
of God' s blessing for our faith and obedience in a godly
manner, [t focuses on the difference between earthly and
heavenly treasures. It reveals the mystery of the inward
circumstances of the heart.

The lesson begins, "Now there was a rich man, and

he habitually dressed in purple and fine linen, joyously living in splendor

every day” (vs. 19). This whole verse contains beautiful words to describe a
perfect life. The man is very wealthy, he dresses in the finest of clothes
evervday, and lives happily in his lU.\UI'}.’. Life was one continual party for him.
Evervbody respects and likes him. He doesn’ t experience the pains and
struggles of servanthood. His money provides the glory of his joy. The
outward circumstances harmonize with the ideal of heaven. Truly, this
eptiomizes the world' s idea of a ‘good life” !

“And a poor man named Lazarus was laid at his gate, covered with
sores, and longing 1o be fed with the crumbs which were {alling from the rich
man’ s table; besides, even the dogs were coming and licking his sores”™ (vss.
20-21). Lazarus was cursed with sickness and oppression, he was forced to
beg for his food. Obviously, the rich man' s happy house gave food 1o the
poor or else Lazarus would have sought mercy elsewhere. He received
sympathy but not empathy [rom the rich man. He was in such dire straits that
dogs licked his wounds. Unlike the happy rich man, Lazarus experienced
daily sorrow, saddness, and suffering.

Our society views the rich man as good and the poor man as bad.
They respect the rich man and honor his kind efforts to the poor. He is judged
as @ nice rich man. Even Christians look upon him as blessed by God. The
poor man is looked down as dirt. He receives no respect and is treated like an
animal. He is judged as a bad person who deserves unfavorahle treatment. So
too do Christians look down him as cursed by God.

Thankfully, God sees into the heart of each person. "Now the poor
man died and was carried away by the angels 1o Abraham’ s bosom; and the
rich man also died and was buried” (vs. 22). The beggar was carried away by
God' s angels beside Abraham, the father of all the righteous. He enjoyed
immediate bliss at the moment of physical death. The rich man was carried
away by humans, given a respectable funeral, and buried. The beggar didn’ t
get an honorable funeral but the rich man surely did!

The point is that life is short! Jesus sees our earthly time as smaller than
a tiny speck of dust. These passages should open our eyes and hears to the
reality and difference berween the temporal and the cternal. Earthly life is
temporary. Our time here is not meant for us to wallow in earthly treasures,
God makes us and prepares us for eternal relationship with Him, Our time
here should be spent in getting to know Jesus, living for Jesus, and sharing
that faith with others. Our Christian rewards and treasures are not of this
world. Thank God, our rewards and treasures are stored in heaver,

“In Hades he lifted up his eyes, being in torment, and saw Abraham far
away and Lazarus in his bosom” (vs, 23). The reulity and torment of hell is
clearly shown here. There is only two places, heaven and hell, in which the
dead go. There is no choice after death. There is no second chance. The
righteous are taken to heaven and the wicked are placed in hell. Both places
are eternal. Heaven s eternal joy and hell is eternal punishment.

There is only way (o heaven and no other. The way is Jesus. Faith in
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Jesus Christ opens the gateway 1o heaven; so that all who truly believe can

enter. So the two most imporant elements of our human life are Jesus and

faith. "If anyone comes 10 Me, and does not hate his own father and mother

and wife and children and brothers and sisters, ves, and even his own life, he
after

cannot be My disciple. Whoever does not carry his own cross and come

Me cannot be My disciple” (Luke 14:26-27). Christians must deny everything

a true
half -

He must come first

and everyone, most importantly the self, in order 1o be a true Christian

[ollower of Jesus. Faith in jesus is a whole-hearnted way of life; not «
hearted adventure, Jesus must be number one in our lives:
in everything!

To live a Christ-centered lite requires dropping our will and way and
letting the Holy Spirit guide and direct our steps, "So then, none of you can be

My disciple who does not give up all his own possessions” (Luke 14:33). Jesus
. 50 called

t‘:mlily. and even well-heing more than Jesus are

is everything Christians who value and hold on to their wealth,

in the same category as the

unsaved. Listen to the Word of God. Hear what is being said. One can go ©

church every Sunday, tithe regularly, pray everyday, help the poor, and still go

to hell. It s not the outward circumstances that saves: it s the contents of our

hearts in relation to Jesus. Do you believe in Jesus Christ? [f the answer is yes,

then your heant and lifestyle will reflect His grace and mercy. He will be the

living center of your existence.
“And he cried out and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and
send Lazarus so that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool off my
tongue, for [ am in agony in this flame’ ™ (vs, 24). The rich man calls Abraham
‘father

through other people.

Now he asks for grace and mercy. He thinks mercy can be given

“But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during your
life you received your good things, and likewise Lazarus bad things; but now

he is being comforted here, and you are in agony” (vs. 25). The rich man got
what he deserved. His reward was temporary and short-lived pleasure just as
the poor man' s agony was temporary and short lived. The rich man had his
heaven here on earth: he experienced joy and splendor C\-’Cl‘\’d:l\’. His treasure
was money and the nice things that it provided him. He got caught-up in the
pleasure for the moment and lost sight of the eternal. The poor man did not
He

His

place his hope in the world: the world was cruel and harsh to him.

persevered with the hope of better things to come in life after death.

pleasure was in the eternal.

It s extremely difficult for a rich man to enter heaven because he has

to give up everything here on earth. He has w drop the pleasure treasure of

now for the treasure of forever. It s like asking a child o give back the

chocolate you just gave him for the promise of more chocolate later. Very few

elect to wait tll later. And the sad rruth is, just as the Pharisees were lovers of

money and scoffers of Jesus (vs. 14), 50 too are those who choose to live for

the people and things of this world.

“And besides all this, between us and you there is a great chasm fixed,

so that those who wish to come over from here 1o vou will not be able, and

that none may cross over from there (o us (vs, 201 There is no transportation

between heaven and hell. They are irreversible and eternal destinies,

"And he said, Then [ beg you, father, that you send him to my father

s house—for 1 have five brothers—in order that he may wam them, so that they

will not also come to this place of torment’ ” (vss. 27-28). The rich man

desperately tries to act like a good man. He thinks he can redeem himself
from Hades. He thinks that he is smarter than Gaod.
“But

But he said,

Abraham said, They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear

them, ‘No, fathier Abralum, but it someone goes 1o them from

the dead, they will repent!” But he said to him, If they do not listen to Moses

phets, rises from the

29-.

and the Pre neither will they be persuaded il someone

dead " (vss. 31). People who ignore the written Word will not be

convinced even if someone rose from the dead as Jesus did. God' s hand is at

work in our lives. We have both the Old and New Testaments. [f we don'

listen 1o God' s strong messages - if we don’ t humble ourselves - if we aren’ t
truly born again - we will not be partakers of eternal life.

When
the Pharisees and chief priests was to kill him (John 11:43-46: 53). Abraham’ s
The g

ones who cried

Jesus raised Lazarus of Bethany from the dead, the reaction of

words 1o the rich man are absolutely true. »eople that followed Jesus and
witnessed His many miracles were the
v Him!"

chief priests ;ms\\'crca,l

out, “Away with Him,

away with Him, crucity Pilate said to them, “Shall [ c'l‘ul’ig\’ vour king?’
iy 11:_'

vou believe it? The chiet

“We have no king but Caesar’” (Juohn 19:15), Can

" priests knew and taught the Jewish people that God

was their only king. But here they cry out that they have no king but Caesar,

The two men in this story illustrate two ditferent lives, two different

deaths, and two different destinies. Jesus tells us, “Sell your possessions and

give to charity; make vourselves money belts which do not wear out, an
where no thief comes near nor moth destroys,

(Luke

always be Jesus. Let us remember that the world' s treasures are

unfailing treasure in heaven,

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” 12:33-34). Let

our treasure

only temporary but God' s are eternal,
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