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| Sermon for Next Sunday ||

WITNESS OF PETER

““Therefore, I will always be ready to remind you of these things, even though you already know them,
and have been established in the truth which is present with you. "I consider it right, as long as I am in
this earthly dwelling, to stir you up by way of reminder, +++ “"For when He received honor and glory
from God the Father, such an utterance as this was made to Him by the Majestic Glory,

“This is My beloved Son with whom I am well-pleased”— "Yand we ourselves heard this utterance
made from heaven when we were with Him on.the holy mountain. (2Peter 1:12~18)

he witness of Peter is not some made up story or guessing
Tgame; it is a fact based on actual experience. He saw Jesus.
He lived with Jesus. He loved Jesus. This man gave up his life
to follow Jesus and had wonderful experiences with Him. It is
true that he suffered failure, but he repented when he met the
resurrected Christ. He even saw Jesus ascend into heaven, and
after that he prayed for ten days and received the Holy Spirit.
From that moment on he spent all the remaining days of his life
as an apostle, a servant of Christ, "Simon Peter, a bondservant
and apostle of Jesus Christ-----"(2Pet. 1:1) His transgression
experience strengthened his precious faith. His declaration of
God was on a firm foundation. His mountaintop experience, as
recorded in today's Bible passage, indicated the mission of
Christ. Indeed, the voice of heaven silenced the voice of critics
on earth. If your pride and vanity lead you to think that you are
great, then you cannot be a witness of Christ. How can we
witness Christ?

If you want to witness Jesus to others then you must follow
Jesus, and only Jesus. Peter said, "For we did not follow
cleverly devised tales when we made known to you the power
and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ."(v. 16) Peter, James, and
John were led by Jesus to a high mountain where they
witnessed His transfiguration. All of them had to have faith in
Jesus before this experience could happen. They left their
everyday jobs to follow Him, “And Jesus said to them, ‘Follow
Me, and | will make you become fishers of men.’ Immediately
they left their nets and followed Him.”(Mk. 1:17~18) They never
asked about money, working conditions, family and friend
responsibilities, or vacation time. They surrendered all to Him
and He led them to higher ground. Following Christ requires
giving up your way and will, so that God's way and will can be
done. Jesus tells us how we can follow Him, “If anyone wishes
to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his
cross-----"(Mt. 16:24) If you will just drop your opinions, then
you too can experience wonderful things. Are you willing to
follow Jesus all the way?

If you want to witness Jesus to others then you must keep
your spiritual eyes open. Peter said, “---we were eyewitnesses
of His majesty.”(v. 16) Peter witnessed Christ's majesty. How

could he ever forget such an event? Matthew 17:2~3 describes
it as such, “"And He was transfigured before them; and His face
shone like the sun, and His garments became as white as light.
And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking with
Him." Absolutely Peter's witness is that Jesus is real, He is the
Master, Savior, and Lord. He heard God's voice from heaven say,
"This is My beloved Son, with whom | am well-pleased; listen to
Him!"(Mt. 17:5) Peter loved this place and even asked Jesus if
he could build three tabernacles here. We always make this
mistake, trying to put in our own will and not God's will. Christ
was transfigured before him, the Lord was clothed in light, and
he saw Moses and Elijah talk with Jesus. Peter was so moved
by this experience that he wanted to start a building program.
We must seek God's will or we will miss His plan for our lives.
Peter never forgot this miraculous moment; he claimed this
experience as proof of his authority to minister. Are you going to
open your spiritual eyes to witness?

If you want to witness Jesus to others then you must listen to
the Lord, “For when He received honor and glory from God the
Father, such an utterance as this was made to Him by the
Majestic Glory, “This is My beloved Son with whom | am well
pleased”—and we ourselves heard this utterance made from
heaven when we were with Him on the holy mountain.” (vv.
17~18) Moses and Elijah talked with Jesus about His pending
cross and death, “who, appearing in glory, were speaking of His
departure which He was about to accomplish at Jerusalem.”(Lk.
9:31) All three of them focused on the cross. When we focus on
the cross it brings to us a mountaintop experience. Peter,
James, and John heard from God in heaven for them to listen to
His beloved Son. We must be sensitive to what God says to us
about His Son. All too often we do not listen to Jesus but rather
ask from Him many silly things. God wants us to listen. Are you
going to pay attention to Him?

My dear friend, Peter's witness was to follow Jesus, keep
your spiritual eyes open, and listen to Him. You can only do this
through your faith. Please do not harden your heart through
worldly living, but let God soften it with His Holy Spirit so that
you too can witness Jesus to others. | do not think that there is
anything more noble or worthy than to witness Christ. Amen.H
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