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n today’s message, Jesus proclaims, “You are

witnesses of these things” (v. 48). You refers to the
church community, and these things refer to His
death, resurrection, and their meaning. At present,
does Choong Hyun really testify to these things? Are
we faithful witnesses to Jesus’
and His glory of resurrection? Our outward
missionary work is slowly growing, but what about
our inward fellowship? Are we limiting our inner

cross of redemption

testimony to just communion service, where we share
in the bread and wine and talk of Jesus' death and
resurrection? Do we only remember these things at
that time? Listen carefully my brothers and sisters.,
real witness is the community of resurrection. It is a
community who comes together in Christ to glorify
God and care for each other by edifying. encouraging,
and equipping one another for His service through
His power.

The whole concept of resurrection gets Christians
excited. To know that Jesus actually died for your
sins, conquered death, gives His Holy Spirit to
believers, and now sits at the right hand of God the
Father until such time as God chooses to return Him
to consummate all things in Him, is spectacular!
When believers die of Christ returns, they get to see
Jesus face to face. They get resurrected bodies. They
get to spend eternity in His presence. They get to live
in a place that has no sin! If the thought of these
things don’t fill you with overwhelming joy, you're in
trouble. If these things don’t make you want to jump
up and down and shout for glory, you're not on the
ship that’s sailing upward toward heaven.

Jesus® death and resurrection provide the way, the
only way, to salvation. Those who believe that He is
their Lord and Savior receive His Spirit and a new
nature when they accept Him: they receive
forgiveness of sins when they repent; and they receive
the promise of eternal life. It's a miraculous blessing
that no one can eam and no one deserves, Salvation is
a free gift from God. It changes and empowers us ©
love God and each other. Just look at the early
church. They were a beautiful community of
resurrection.  Although their lifestyles and situation
were very different, they still loved and cared for each
other. They became born again Christians through the
blood of Jesus. They became one under the cross.
Both the wise and imprudent, the rich and poor,
became a community of resurrection. And this little
community changed the whole world!

Choong Hyun has inherited these things from the
early church. Like them, we too need the power of
witness, the unity that comes from being under the
cross, and the miracles from heaven. The world is

Community of resurrection

(Luke 24:48)

“It is a community who comes together in Christ to glorify God and care for each other by
edifying, encouraging, and equipping one another for His service through His power”

dark and sinful, The early church heard the real
message of salvation and experienced its blessings.
They saw themselves become one. Three thousand
plus souls came to the Lord after Pentecost and began
caring and loving each other. They shared all things in
common. They sold their property and possessions
and evenly distributed their material things to all who
had need. The early church experienced the workings
of the Holy Spirit firsthand. 1'm asking you, right
now, is Choong Hyun really hearing this message?
Are we partic g in this kind of love? TIs our
church really unified under the cross? We need to
closely look at the early church because we need to
understand the meaning of a community of

a

resurrection.

The community of resurreetion doesn’t belong to
one person, or a couple of special people. It is the
gathering of many different believers. Of course, this
group will have varying opinions, not everyone will
think a like. This is a good thing. Differing viewpoints
enrich the church. They also cause disagreements and
sometimes arguments. However, believers
understand that Jesus died for them, loves them, and
made the relationship between the church and God
and between God and His children. They forgive
each other. They truly love each other. They pray for
each other under the cross of redemption. They
believe in the Word of God. Actually, the Bible guides
the community of faith. Amen!

To believers, the church is filled with Christian
friends, brothers and sisters in Christ. Moreover,
believers view it as a community of faith. Do you see
it this way? If so, do you really practice this? Choong
Hyun doesn’t belong to any person. It may be your
church home but you don’t own it. It's not yours to
own! This church is more important than anything
you possess. Choong Hyun cannot be one when
members put their own things above the church. In
other words, if you think your own personal

possessions are more important than the community
of resurrection, then unity within the church is
impossible. Why? Jesus did not think of Himself as
more important than the church. He gave everything
for the church. He died, so that the church could exist
and live.

Finacially, some people think that this church is
about giving to others to help them change. Sounds
good but this church cannot change people: it can’t
make revelation on this earth. Whoever makes
revelations on this earth think their own possessions
are more important than the church. Individuals
sometimes get excited about their own theories
regarding things, like technology or even spirituality.

HET6E

When people want to show their own thing, it
becomes more important than others, The church
can’t change the world when it operates like this. It
just becomes successful. Jesus' community is a
community of love, sacrifice, and grace! There is no
selfishness. And there is only change when believers
follow Christ, not the world.

The world’s culture always shows the church her
problems. It explains people’s different attributes.
Culture 1s not inherited; it is learned. It is learned
through the deposit of knowledge, experience, beliefs,
values, attitudes, meanings. religion. etc. acquired by
a group of people in the course of generations through
individual and group striving. The world’s culture
always supports your way. But the church is a
community of sacrifice, acceptance, and forgiveness.
It has a different culture. A culture that only supports
the giving away of your life by the name of Jesus
Christ. The world’s culture gives you false pride. It
makes you feel like you're the one in charge. The
church’s culture opens your eyes to truth and makes
you see that only God rules. It makes you sce the
necessity for sharing and loving each other. Listen
closely my friends, the church needs resurrection, not
compromise. It needs the power of the Holy Spirit.
Our church needs a revival of spiritual blessings. We
need the strength of grace and the holiness of Christ to
rejoice.

In the church, people have differing spiritual gifts.
Strong people care for weak people. People of
assurance assist people with doubt. Peaceful people
handle angry people. Healthy people help sick people.
Everyone has a place to serve! I pray that all members
of this church move toward the community of love.
Jesus said, “you are witnesses of these things.™ Look
at verse 47. He also proclaimed. “and that repentance
for forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in His
name to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem.”

My beloved congregation, how long will you
continue to let selfishness, material blessings, and
success invade our church? Choong Hyun cannot
function as the body of Christ if we are not a
community of resurrection. Let’s hear the voice of
Jesus. He's not selfish. He gave His life. He
transformed our natures from sinful to holy. He
changed our relationship from Satan to Himself. He
asks us to be His witnesses. Oh, how amazing is the
community of resurrection. When we deny ourselves,
the Holy Spirit begins to work. When the Holy Spirit
begins to work, people change. When people change,
the community of resurrection flowers. Amen.
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