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PEACE

@2 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, ®gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
(Galatians 5:22&23)

| Sermon for Next Sunday |

he fruit of the Spirit is amazingly wonderful! Such quality of

excellence cannot be found anywhere else. This blessed
fruit produced from the Holy Spirit enriches Christian lives
because God wants to do good things in us. Unfortunately,
there is a huge contrast between His fruit and our works. Our
works come from fleshly effort, but His fruit is grown from
within us. Peace is one of the nine attributes of the Holy
Spirit's fruit. He wants to bring God's peace into our gedly life.
He wants to give real peace to Christians, not the kind of peace
that humans try vainly to possess through their own efforts but
the kind of peace that comes from heaven.

The Holy Spirit gives you peace with God. Without the Holy
Spirit, you cannot have peace with God no matter how hard
you try with your own dumb makings. It is impossible because
you are not naturally at peace with God. Sin broke the peaceful
relationship with God in the Garden of Eden, which is why the
world is in trouble. People vainly try to find peace in pleasure,
in entertainment, in substances (like alcohol, cigarettes,
marijuana, cocaine, and other drugs), and in financial security.
The Bible specifically tells you that without God there is no
peace. Pretend peace only leads to more trouble, more sin.
Isaiah 57:20&21 says, "But the wicked are like the tossing sea,
For it cannot be quiet, And its waters toss up refuse and mud.
‘There is no peace,” says my God, ‘for the wicked'.” We are
wicked. God wants to give us peace, which is why He sent His
Son to die for the sinner, the wicked. Jesus Christ is the
foundation of peace. He came to bring us peace, "For He
Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one and
broke down the barrier of the dividing wall, by abolishing in His
flesh the enmity, which is the Law of commandments
contained in ordinances, so that in Himself He might make the
two into one new man, thus establishing peace, and might
reconcile them both in one body to God through the cross, by it
having put to death the enmity.” (Eph. 2:14~16) The creator
(God) and the creature (you) can dwell in one body. Some
Christians have peace but do not feel peaceful. Peace with God
should not be limited, for God's peace is unlimited. There is no
situation or circumstance in which your peace with God is
unavailable. If you let your emotions take control, then as a

Christian you will not feel peaceful, but if you let the Holy Spirit
take control, then you will feel peaceful.

The Holy Spirit gives you the peace of God. My dear friend,
the peace of God is for all circumstances. When things are not
going well, when anxiety rises, when funds are low and debts
are high, when health is uncertain, when storms rage, and
when bad things happen the peace of God sustains you. Many
Christians do not know real peace. They are always yelling,
screaming, and grieving the Holy Spirit. God's foermula for this
is prayer. The Holy Spirit prompts you to pray. Philippians 4:6&7
says, "Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known to God, And the peace of God which surpasses all
comprehension, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus.” Amen. The peace of God is real. It comes from God
Himself. The Holy Spirit within you will overcome all
persecutions, all awful things, even death. It does not matter
how bad things are, the Holy Spirit will still give you a thankful
heart.

The Holy Spirit gives you peace with others. If you have the
Holy Spirit's peace, then you naturally give it to others. The
Holy Spirit breaks down barriers between believers. The unity
of the Spirit is the bond of peace. This is always the
characteristic of a revival. Just look at the early church, “These
all with one mind were continually devoting themselves to
prayer--(Acts 1:14), “when the day of Pentecost had come,
they were all together in one place.”(Acts 2:1), and "And when
they had prayed, the place where they had gathered together
was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and
began to speak the word of God with boldness.”(Acts 4:31)
What a testimony! If you have real peace, then God can use
you to do amazing things.

My dear friend, please do not grieve the Holy Spirit. The Bible
tells us, “Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you
were sealed for the day of redemption. Let all bitterness and
wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you,
along with all malice.”"(Eph. 4:30&31) The Holy Spirit came to
mend your relationship with God. Stop resisting Him. Be
sensitive to His voice. Allow His peace to rule in your heart, W
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