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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

MASTERFUL DECEPTION

% But what I am doing, I will continue to do, that I may cut off opportunity from those who desire an opportunity to

be regarded just as we are in the maltter about which they are boasting. "” For such men are false apostles, deceitful

workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. " And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel

of light. " Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness; whose
end shall be according to their deeds. (2 Corinthians 11:12-15)

any people within the church appear as great spiritual leaders,

however, when you look at them more carefully they are really
Satan. They act like heavenly angels, but are actually Satan's servants,
"No wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light"(v.
14). So many Christians misunderstand Satan. They think he looks ugly,
like a terrible monster, but in the church, he comes across as a beautiful
angel. The Bible tells us, “But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times
some will fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits
and doctrines of demons”(1 Tim. 4:1). Certain believers who want to
practice faith will find their false teachings interesting, but in the end will
be far away from the faith. 1 Timothy 6:3 says, “If anyone advocates a
different doctrine and does not agrec with sound words, those of our
Lord Jesus Christ, and with the doctrine conforming to godliness,” he or
she is a false teacher. False teachers do not focus on the cross, Jesus
Christ, and the word of God. Instead, they like to center attention on
human things, like society, culture, and community, so that Christians
lose the truth. They cleverly mix human ethics and religion, making a
perfect recipe that decays the human heart. Satan is very involved in the
church. His presence influences its spiritual power. He specially wants
to twist people's understanding of biblical doctrines. How can you
discern a good teacher from a false teacher, when both appear holy,
righteous, and glorious, “For such men are false apostles, deceitful
waorkers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ”(v. 13). How can
you see through Satan's masterful deception? You have to be very
careful and go back to the Bible.

False teachers love to confuse your understanding of the gospel. They
talk about the importance of happiness, patriotism, worldly blessings,
and good communion with all others. The real gospel talks about the
cross of Christ, "For | delivered to you as of first importance what | also
received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and
that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to
the Scriptures”(1 Cor. 15:3&4). Jesus died for your sin, and resurrected
for your eternal life. False teachers never think about their own sin; they
never think about Jesus Christ as the most important thing. His death
and resurrection hold little value. They know about it, but insist that
success in this world is more important. They teach more than what the
Bible says. | tell you that you can only be saved by faith, “For God so
loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life”{Jn. 3:16)! Too
many Christian pastors and theologians have forgotten the true gospel
and preach a different one, one not in the Bible. Galatians 3:1&2 says,
“You foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you, before whose eyes
Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified? This is the only thing |
want to find out from you: did you receive the Spirit by the works of the
Law, or by hearing with faith?" How quickly these people lost the truth,
hoping that a combination of faith (Spirit) and works (flesh) would work
more easily or better. Paul says, "I do not nullify the grace of God, for if
righteousness comes through the Law, then Christ died needlessly”(Gal.
2:21). False teachers always use the human conscience as a basis for

what seems right, but you cannot rely on that, only the word of God. 2
Corinthians 11:3 says; “But | am afraid that, as the serpent deceived Eve
by his craftiness, your minds will be led astray from the simplicity and
purity of devotion to Christ.” It happens. Satan always confuses the
gospel, making it complex and tainted. Please remember that the gospel
is always simple and pure.

Satan wants you to hate the message of the cross. He wants you to
believe that the cross is a failure, not a success. Churches do not preach
the message of the cross often because their members do not want to
hear it. They are trying to get rid of it in Christian society. Popular
churches rather talk about community problems, politics, and
professional programs. They like to spotlight the subjects of blessings,
healings, and money. Everybody wants to hear other things. They are
interested in receiving heaven and blessings on this earth, and desire
respect and fame now. Satan deceived Peter once, “But He turned and
said to Peter, ‘Get behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to Me;
for you are not setting your mind on God's interests, but man’s'"(Mt.
16:23). When Jesus talked about His crucifixion, Peter said no to the
cross. Satan deceived the meaning of the cross to Peter. The cross is
tough, hard, sad, and mingled with blood. It represents failure, so no cne
likes it. Everyone wants to make great contributions to society and
become successful here. Satan is a deceiving angel, and too many
Christians want to be like him. They want the angelic status, but not the
Cross.

Satan’s servants cause conflicts between believers, "Therefore it is
not surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of
righteousness, whose end will be according to their deeds”(v. 15). They
love to make Christians separate and fight. They commend their spiritual
leadership skills when division takes place. They talk about
righteousness, but they themselves are not sinners. Their authority is
best, but you cannot find out from them the real Jesus. James 3:17&18
says, "But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle,
reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy.
And the seed whose fruit is righteousness is sown in peace by those
who make peace.” Whoever denies themselves, stands up for the
cross, and makes God's grace the most important thing in their life can
discern who satan is. Satan wants to get respect. He is a hypocrite who
looks humble but is not. If you are not spiritually clear, you can be
deceived like Peter, who really thought he loved Jesus Christ most,
which is why he went against the cross.

My dear friend, Jesus discerns whether you are Satan or saint, If you
are a saint you will go to heaven, if you are not a saint you will go to hell.
Please discard your pride and be humble. Read your Bible and let the
Holy Spirit speak to you, so that you can discern who Satan is and who
is a saint. Satan confuses the gospel! He makes the cross a burden
instead of a privilege. He does not want you to practice real faith. He
stirs up arguments, so that you can fall. You have to follow Jesus clearly
or you will go with Satan, who is the master of deception. 4
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