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Semon for Rext Sundey

| Sermon for Next Sunday |

KING HEROD

“Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king,

magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying, “*“Where is He who has been born King of the Jews?

For we saw His star in the east and have come to worship Him.” «-+---

"9%A VOICE WAS HEARD IN RAMAH,

WEEPING AND GREAT MOURNING, RACHEL WEEPING FOR HER CHILDREN; AND SHE REFUSED
TO BE COMFORTED, BECAUSE THEY WERE NO MORE.” "But when Herod died, behold,
an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, and said,
(Matthew 2:1~19) .

any Christmas sermons are based upon today's Bible
M verses. Most of them talk about the wisemen because they
were Gentiles, not Jews, who journeyed from afar by faith. They
had no Bible, but they had a star and real faith. The Jewish people
had sermaons, prophets, and priests, but little to no faith. In
today's passage, heaven gives attention to the wisemen, but
pays even more attention to King Herod. An angel came to
Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up! Take the Child and His
mother and flee to Egypt, and remain there until | tell you; for
Herod is going to search for the Child to destroy Him."{v. 13)
Herod plays a major part in this affair. He deceives the wisemen
and wants to destroy Messiah. Even though he is king of
Jerusalem, the cattle that surround Christ are viewed more highly
than him and a stable in Bethlehem upstages his palace. Let's
take a closer look at this enemy of Christ.

Herod had a troubled heart. As a king who ruled over the Jews,
his position should have been one of appreciation. His people
were waiting for Messiah. Even though this Messiah was to
become the true King of the Jews, He was only a baby. Until
Jesus grew to be a man, he could still rule as a king. After the
wisemen arrived at his palace and explained their mission, Herod
“was troubled.” (v. 3) His inside desire was selfish, which
resulted in his terrible actions. The wisemen sought his help in
finding the King of this world. Herod had his chief priests and
scribes discover His location, and then told the magi to find Him
and report back to him, so that he could also worship Messiah.
Herod never showed up. He feared for his job. He thought he
was going to lose control because he was not a true Jew. He
knew about the prophecies and what Scripture had to say about
Christ being the real king, which is why he wanted to kill Him.
Herod is not that much different from the majority of today's
Christians. He was a prideful man without faith. He was afraid to
lose control of his life to Christ. Are you afraid to lose control of
your life to Christ? The wisemen worshipped Christ, while Herod
worried about Him. The wisemen gave, while Herod groaned.
The wisemen praised, while Herod plotted.

Herod's troubled heart brought trouble to others. Not only was
he anxious, bothered, and worried, but "all Jerusalem with him."
(v. 3) Whenever you are troubled it affects the people around you.
If you honor and accept Jesus Christ honestly, your faith will

positively touch others. When you reject Christ, your
disobedience will negatively affect others. Romans 14:7 says,
"For not one of us lives for himself, and not one dies for
himself.” If you do not live for Christ, then you have a harmful
affect on others. Your life, hard work, and suffering should bless
others. Do you bring heartache or blessings to others? Herod's
troubled heart upset the whole of Jerusalem. He murdered every
male children in Bethlehem and all its vicinity from two years old
and under.(v. 16) Can you imagine some soldiers coming to your
house and killing your sons for no reason? This actually
happened, and the Bible describes the horrific pain, “A voice was
heard in Ramah, weeping and great mourning, Rachel weeping
for her children; and she refused to be comforted, because they
were no more." (v. 18) Herod slaughtered the children of
Bethlehem, where Jesus was born, where angels sang, and now
mother’s weep. The place of glory became a place of grief, all
because of Herod. Bring your troubled heart to Jesus Christ and
He will take vour trouble away and give you peace.

Herod's troubled heart will last forever. When he died (v. 19), he
died without faith in Christ. He died in his sin, jealousy, and anger.
The consequence is eternal punishment. His mind was fixated on
killing Christ because in his heart he wanted to be the king of
kings. He went from suffering to suffering. His soul is still
troubled in Hell. Herod missed out on God's grace. Christ came to
save, but Herod died lost. Christ came to cleanse, but Herod died
guilty. He was the one in Jerusalem to receive the first message,
so he could have been the one from Jerusalem to firstly welcome
Him. Christ gives peace, but Herod died troubled.

My dear friend, where is your heart for Jesus' coming? Is yours
in Jerusalem or Bethlehem? Herod was in Jerusalem, he was
King, he was supposed to go, The wisemen not supposed but
come Jerusalem and go to Bethlehem. How about you? If you
reject Jesus, you will never find peace. | want you to remember
that the wisemen sought and worshipped Jesus Christ. They
gave their hearts to Jesus, not only that, they still give us God's
wonderful message. Herod was an enemy of Christ because of
his pride. His troubled heart led to a terrible life that hurt many
people. He died in trouble, and now lives in suffering forever.
Please be wise and seek after Christ. Be joyful and worship Him.
Lay down your troubles and give your heart to Jesus. i
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