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D Today's Message By Rev, Kim, Sung Kwan @

WHEN GOD SAYS NO!

(Deuteronomy 3:23-27)

5 a child, I'm sure you can recall many occasions when
A you requested from your parents special permission to
do something very important and your mother, father, or
guardian said no, It was usually a heartbreaking situation that
you couldn’ t understand ar that time, Their actions were either
for punishment reasons or beyond your understanding. As
you grew older: however, you looked back and saw that those
heartbreaking situations were most always in your best
interest, Your parents’ decisions were based on their love for
you, The same principle applies to our relationship with God,
There are times when our sincere prayers 10 God are denied
because of our sin and/or since we do not understand His
will,

Moses experienced both situations towards the end of
his one hundred and twenty years (120) life, His life's history
is truly remarkable, His birth occurred during Pharaoh’ s order o kill every new
hom Jewish male child, His mother tried desperately for three months to keep
him but out of necessity sent him off in the Nile river in a water tight papyrus
basket. His sister followed the basket; which was found by Pharaoh’s daughter.
She felt sorry for the Hebrew child and his sister recommended a Hebrew
nurse, his mother, She nursed him and continually prayed over him; telling him
that he was a child of God and pan of God's chosen people, Moses never
forgot those words, When he grew older, Pharaoh’ s daughter took him to be
her son and named him Moses; which means drawn out from the water,

Moses was raised for forty years in the king's palace. He received the
best political education, He was handsaome, powerful, and intelligent, With all
his fine Egyptian accommodations, his heart was still concerned for the
suffering Flebrews, He tried at least twice to help his people and failed, He was
forced to run away to a foreign land, He settled in the land of Midian where he
married Zipporah, the daughter of Jethro (the prlc'ﬂ of Midian); whereas he
became a shepherd and tended his father-in-law’ s sheep for forty-years,

[ can only imagine Moses  loneliness and pain during this time, He
could enjoy all of the luxuries of Egypt as a son of the daughter of Pharach.
Instead, however, he became a shepherd drawing water for the sheep of his
father-in-law, [ wonder how many times he complained of his suffering, All his
life he served God' s people, eried for them and was deeply saddened by their
suffering, I wonder what he imagined his destiny 1o be?

After eighty vears, forty-years in luxury and forty-years in loneliness,
God came to Moses in the desert of Midian, near Horeb, the mountain of God,
Moses saw a burning bush that did not burn up, He approached this bush in
bewilderment. God called to him from within the bush and said, "Do not come
any closer, Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy
ground” (Ex, 3:5),

was with him all the time,

Alter forty-years of loneliness, Moses realized that the Lord

God asked Moses 1o lead His people out of Egypt, Moses told God that
he didn’t have the needed communication skills and God displayed His
majestic abilities: in the form of a special statt and his brother Aron, The Lord
showed Moses His vision to bring His people to the promised land, the land
that flows with milk and honey. It was a great honor that God chose Moses and
told him His vision, which was Moses' vision too! Moses sincerely wanted to
help His people and his vision truly coincided with God' s idea, God promised
Abraham more than four hundred and fifty-years ago that He would bring His
people to the promised land, God specifically chose Moses whom he had
prepared for cighty-years (forty-vears of best education and forty-years of
sulfering).

I traveled to Africa and saw the types of trees they have in the desert,
They are like thorn wees, No one like thom trees, But Moses was attracted
the thorn tree. The fire that didn’t bum drew him near, nearer to God, So close
was he that God told him, "Do not come any closer, Take off your sandals, for
the place where you are standing is holy ground
Egypt, Rather, He chose a shepherd to help fulfill His plan of deliverance,

Do you remember how long it took Moses o lead the Israelites to the
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promised land? It was exactly forty-years, Not only did God use Moses to lead
the people but He also performed many miracles, The number of people that
left Egypt is esteemed at two million, One can only imagine the number of
people and animals that arrived at the Jordan River forty years later, [ know
from experience that when [ went to Chicago some twenty years ago there
were about 10,000 Koreans, Today there are more than 100,000 Korean people
living in Chicago, Who knows how many people arrived at the promised land
after forty-vears? Yet, God provided for them every day and in every way.

At the end of Moses™ long journey, after he divided up the land amongst
the Israelite tribes and prior to crossing the Jordan River, he talked with God, ‘
“At thar time I pleaded with the Lord: O Sovereign Lord, you have begun to
show to your servant your greatness and your strong hand, For what god is
there in heaven or on earth who can do the deeds and mighty works you do?
Ler me go over and see the good land beyond the Jordan - that fine hill
country and Lebanon” (vss, 23-25).

When Moses pleads with God, he opens his prayer with the words 'O
Sovereign Lord’ . Moses wrote the first five books of the Bible (Genesis, Exodus,
Leviticus, Deuteronomy, Numbers), and in all his writings he only mentions the
phrase "O Sovereign Lord" four times: two of those times were when Abraham
pleaded for his son Isaac’s life. This signifies its deep and sincere meaning,
Moses usually prays as a meditator between God and His people. This prayer is
a personal praver between God and himself,

In God's plan, Moses' job is finished, Moses confesses his faith and
servanthood and acknowledges God as the Master, He begs that God would et
him cross over and see the promised land, He really pravs to [inish God’s
vision which He placed within him. Moses struggled and sacrificed for this
vision and wants desperately to complete it. The problem is that Moses doesn’t
understand God' s will,

He knew that the Lord was angry at him because of the Israelites’ prior
rebellion, "But because of you the Lord was angry with me and would not

listen to me. “Thar is enough,” the Lord said. "Do not speak to me anymore

about this matter” (vs, 26), God's will for Moses was different from Moses’
idlea, it was ultimately better - much greater! God didn’t need to hear anymore ‘
ol Moses' request, for it was inconsequential,

What' s even more sad is that God told Moses, "Go up to the top of ‘
Pisgah and look west and north and south and east, Look at the land with
(vs, 27). In

although he wasn't

your own eyes, since you are not going to cross this Jordan”

essence, God did grant Moses one-half of his request;

physically allowed to step in the promised land, God vividly showed him
everything, Moses went 1o the top of Pisgah alone to view the promised land,
Not only that, but he died in the plains of Moab, directly below Pisgah. To this -
day, no one knows where his grave is (Deut, 34:6).

Moses almost finished his vision, He died alone and without his family,
“Since then, no prophet has risen in Israel like Moses, whom the Lord knew
face to face” (Deut, 34:10), It' s difficult o imagine one of God's best prophets
under these circumstances, Even Joseph was remembered and honored by His
people, for they carried his bones into the promised land, In comparison, Moses
received small recognition from his people, the people he directly served and
led to the promised land for forty-years,

A wonderful thing happened here, It was the manifestation of God' s
secret and His amazing grace! When Apostle Paul was tormented by a thom in
his flesh and pleaded with God three times 1o take it away, the Lord replied

"My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness™ (2|
Cor, 12:9), Also, Jesus prayed on the Mount of Olives saying, “Farther, if you are
willing, take this cup from me: yet not my will, but yours be done” (Luke
22:42), Jesus fervently prayed, so hard that his sweat was like drops of blood
falling to the ground (vs, 44). Even though God denied all these requests, we
know that His grace was sufficient,

A long time ago, about one thousand and four hundred years, Moses
wanted 1o go to the promised land, Later, Jesus took Peter, John and James with
him up onto the mountain to pray, ~As He was praying, the appearance of His
face changed, and His clothes became as bright as a flash of lightning, Two
men, Moses and Elijah appeared in glorious splendor, ralking with Jesus, They
spoke abour His departure, which He was about to bring to fulfillment at
{(Luke 9:30-31),

permanent promised land, Moses was present and his vision was truly fulfilled,

Jerusalem” On the mountain of Jesus' transfiguration, the
Moses never crossed over the Jordan River and entered the promised land,
However, he received something greater than even what he could possibly
tmagine, He entered the real promised land and discussed with Jesus the
fulfillment of Gmc[' s ultimate grace, Can anyone truly say how wonderful, how |
s will is?

y appreciate Martin Luther’s theology which greatly emphasized

incredible, God’
I really
faith, God's grace is 50 enormous, so much greater than we think, When we
seck God's grace, our cross becomes higger and bigger, When this happens, |
that is when we begin to understand the grace of God,
Sometimes when we earnestly pray, we don't get an answer, If God

sdys no, we must examine our sinfulniess, But sometimes when God says no,
this is the greatest thing for us 1o hear because that is when God' s plan will be

accomplished in our lives,
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