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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

COMMUNION

23 For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus in the night
in which He was betrayed took bread; ** and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said,
“This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” *® In the same way He took the
cup also after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of Me.” *® For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you
proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. (I Corinthians 11:23~26)

ommunion is an act of worship that Christians do until Jesus

Christ comes again. All Christians are commanded to participate
in this holy sacrament. One of the most crucial practices in taking
Communion is proclaiming the Lord's death. Holy Communion is
centered on Jesus Christ’s death, but it also focuses on His return.
These two significant factors are the basis for each Christian’s
thinking during this service. It is imperative and mandatory that you
know what Jesus Christ's death and return means before receiving
Communion. Every believer needs to understand that the Lord God
became a man (incarnated) in the person of Jesus to save the
world. This Jesus died on a cross for you, resurrected, ascended
into heaven, and will one day be back. Do you really believe that
Jesus came, died, resurrected, ascended, and will be back? Each
Holy Communion service that you partake in is of great importance
because it was Jesus' last ministerial act before the cross.

Did you know that Jesus promised that He would come back? He
said, “If | go and prepare a place for you, | will come again and
receive you to Myself, that where | am, there you may be also”(Jn.
14:3). Do you believe His promise? Did you know that God's angels
also promised that Jesus would come back? They told His disciples
as they were watching Jesus ascend, “Men of Galilee, why do you
stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has been taken up from
you into heaven, will come in just the same way as you have
watched Him go into heaven"(Acts 1:11). Do you believe the
angels? Did you know that the apostles promised that Jesus would
come back? 1 Thessalonians 4:16 says, "For the Lord Himself will
descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel
and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.”
Do you believe the apostles? Do you really believe that Jesus is
coming?

Jesus instituted Communion at His last supper. As a Christian, you
are to continually meet for Communion until He comes. Through the
centuries all Christians have kept this appointment. Here, at the
Lord's Table, you come to remember His death, to rededicate your
life to Him, to forgive others, and to obey His command regardless
of any conditions. What does Communion mean to you? Is it a
faithless and repetitious ceremony, or is it an appreciative and loving
celebration? Do you take the elements in anticipation of Christ's

return? Do you eat His bread and drink from His cup remembering
His death and what it means to you?

In the Communion Service, the message of the cross gives you
endurance until Christ's return. Time may change but not the
message. Your culture and lifestyle may change, but the gospel is
unchangeable. All sinners still need salvation. Salvation was
purchased at the cross, not through your morals or good behaviors,
but through Christ's death. The sacrificial lamb in the Old Testament
is symbolic of the blood of Jesus Christ, “Behold, the Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world”(Jn. 1:29)! Without the blood
of Christ, there can be no remission of sin, “And according to the
Law, one may almost say, all things are cleansed with blood, and
without shedding of bloed there is no forgiveness” (Heb. 9:22). The
message of the cross is the message of salvation. Salvation cannot
be bought with money. It cannot be had through effort. 1 Peter
1:18&19 clearly say, "knowing that you were not redeemed with
perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life
inherited from your forefathers, but with precious blood, as of a
lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ.” You can see
how important the message of the cross is in the Communion
service. It is the theme of heaven's song. In this life, whatever
things happen, it is the cross that you can run to with pride. The
power of the cross changes your life until Jesus comes. It is the
power of God for salvation, “For | am not ashamed of the gospel,
for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who
believes..."{Rom. 1:16). Only the blocd of Christ cleanses you from
all sin, “but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we
have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Sen
cleanses us from all sin”(1 Jn. 1:7). Amen. Nothing else takes away
the penalty of death. Many people still think being good or doing
good is the answer, but it is not. Jesus is the answer.

My dear friend, you need to remember Christ's death, and keep
the cross and His coming close at heart. Remembering His death is
more than taking th.e elements, it is a celebration of His love. It
gives thanks for His grace, and praises God for His sacrifice. It is a
moment to rejoice in your salvation. Are you ready for Communion?
Let us come together now for the first Communion service of
2007. 4
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