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BELIEVERS'
REST

(Hebrews 4:1-5)

"Therefore, let us fear if,
while a promise remains of
entering His rest, any one of
you may seem to have come
short of it---".

Entering God's rest is a very important
matter. If we spend our whole lives
believing, and don't enter His rest, then our
lives were for nothing. Think about it.
What's the benefit of believing in Jesus if
we can't enter God's rest? The Bible clearly
explains that believers need to enter God's

rest. It says, "Today if you hear His voice,
do not harden your hearts, as when they

provoked Me" (Heb. 3:15). "They" refers to
the Israelites. During their exodus from

Egypt to the Promised Land, they are manna

and drank water, which God had provided for

them from heaven to earth. Every single day

of their journey was in the presence and

care of God. They wanted to enter the

Promised Land. Their goal was to enter it,
and God provided everything they needed to
do just that. Yet, all they got was a curse.
They were not able to enter because of
unbelief (see Heb. 3:16-19),

God promises believers today that they
may enter His rest, "Therefore, let us fear
if, while a promise remains of entering His
rest, any one of you may seem to have come
short of it" (v. 1). Here we find one of the
most vital warnings: fear and failure. God's
promise is there but some may fail to
experience it because of unbelief. Believers
have to be extremely careful because we can
easily fail. Any one of us can fall short of
God's rest. As such, let us understand the
seriousness of the fear, the promise, and
the potential failure of God's rest, so that
we can enter through faith.

Who is supposed to fear? Believers are
to fear. Like the Israelites, we hear God's
voice all the time. When the Israelites were
traveling in the desert from Egypt to the
Promise Land, God's voice surrounded them.
As we travel from this cursed earth to the
heavenly kingdom, God's voice encircles us.
The Israelites were commanded to follow
Moses; we are commanded to follow Jesus.

The Israelites heard the good news all the

time, just like us, but that word didn't

benefit them because they didn't harmonize
their hearts to it. "For indeed we have had
good news preached to us, just as they also;
but the word they heard did not profit
them, because it was not united by faith in
those who heard" (v. 2). I came to this
church more than five years ago. During this
time, I have preached nothing but the
gospel. If you haven't believed in the Word
you've heard, then it didn't profit you
because it wasn't united by faith. If you
continue on this path, then you cannot enter
God's rest.

I preach dll the time about Jesus and the
cross. Many people have responded that
they already know about the cross, and of
course, Jesus Christ, what they want to hear
are sermons that will teach them how to live
on this earth successfully and respectfully.
They don't want me to ignore our
environment and society. They criticize me
for being stubborn and single-minded.
Honestly, this is what I hear so often. Let
me tell you, Jesus is real. He is the Son of
God! I specialize in preaching Jesus and
Jesus only, The Holy Spirit constantly and
consistently talks to us all the time, telling
us to ignore the world and listen to His
message, His Word. "But I am afraid that,
as the serpent deceived Eve by his
craftiness, your minds will be led astray
from the simplicity and purity of devotion to
Christ" (2 Cor. 11:3). Don't be deceived!
Pride and selfishness make you want your
own living style and your own way of life. It
takes you away from the word of Jesus.
"But now that you have come to know God, or
rather to be known by God, how is it that
you turn back again to the weak and
worthless elemental things, to which you
desire to be enslaved all over again? You
observe days and months and seasons and
years. I fear for you, that perhaps I have
labored over you in vain" (Gal. 4:9-11). For
five years you have heard the Word of God,
please don't let it be for nothing. Please
fear His Word and take the gospel seriously.
The Israelites saw, heard, and even took in
their mouth God's miracles: yet they didn't
enter the believers rest. Please fear God
and His Word.

The divine promise still holds good. It
still applies to us as it did to the Israelites.
The Word of God is God's promise. We still
have the Bible, belief, our lives, and we still
hear His voice all the time. His promise is
there. He wants to take us home in His
second coming. God commanded the
Israelites to enter into His rest (see Dt.
3:20). He is faithful, "6od is faithful,
through whom you were called into fellowship
with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord" (1 Cor.
1:9). His promise is there. He wants to have
a relationship with you through His Son.
God's promise is solid, "For when God made
the promise to Abraham, since He could
swear by no one greater, He swore by

himself, saying, 'I will surely bless you and

I will surely multiply you'" (Heb. 6:13&414).
God's promise is an unchangeable oath (see
Heb. 6:16-18). Thank God that His promise
remains for us. He beholds us patiently until
we enter.

Don't be a failure. You may go to church,
read your Bible, pray and tithe, but if you
complain and hardened your heart, then you
cannot enter. All the Israelites wanted to
enter their rest, but they wanted to enter
their way and through their method. Their
way to Canaan consisted of complaining,
selfishness, and earthly things. They wanted
the physical pleasures of stupid things over
and against God's provisions. God said,
"When your fathers tested Me, they tried
Me, though they had seen My work. For
forty years I loathed that generation, and
said they are a people who err in their heart,
and they do not know My ways. Therefore I
swore in My anger, truly they shall not enter
into My rest" (Ps. 95:9-11). God gave them
manna and they wanted meat. The children
of Israel challenged God's authority over
them by their rebellion in the wilderness.
Because of this, they failed to enter into the
rest of dwelling in Canaan and they perished
in the wilderness.

When humans don't believe the Word of
God, they always fail. God's promise
becomes a curse. Almost all the Israelites
fell down in the desert and couldn't go to
His rest. The dangers facing us are the
same as Israel's experience. The enemy is
all over, watching us. Please don't change
your blessing life into a curse like the
Israelites. "Take care, brethren, that there
not be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving
heart that falls away from the living God.
But encourage one another day after day, as
long as it is still called "Toay," so that none
of you will be hardened by the deceitfulness
of sin" (Heb. 3:12413). Today, my friends, if
you listen to His Word, don't harden your
hearts. Remember the disobedience of
Israel and be diligent to enter His rest. Fix
your eyes on Jesus, "the author and
perfecter of faith, who for the joy set
before Him endured the cross, despising the
shame, and has sat down at the right hand of
the throne of God" (Heb. 12:2). Amen.

So, my dear friends, this is the second
Sunday of February. Already a full month
has passed in this year of our Lord 2003.
We started with God's Word and we have to
keep our faith until we enter His rest. If a
believer cannot enter His rest, that's the
saddest thing in the world. Focus on Jesus.
God's rest comes to the believers who
completely rely on His promise and fully
surrender to His will. Jesus is our leader,
our Lord and Savior, and if we follow Him,
He will bring us into God's rest. Please
follow Him and trust Him. His way is the
only way. Hold on to Him until you reach His
kingdom. God bless you. 4
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