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Sermon for Next Sunda

- OUR ADVOCATE

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin
And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous;
@and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only,
but also for those of the whole world. (1 John 2:1~2)

he theme of this letter centers on a Christian’s abundant life

through fellowship with God and other believers. The
fullness of joy that flows from God's redeemed people comes
from their assurance of salvation. Knowing that our sins are
forgiven allows believers to experience complete joy. When our
sins are cleansed away then happiness sets in because of
righteousness. As Christians we are still not perfect because
we still sin, but John's letter tells us that we can still have an
abundant life through the forgiveness of our sins in daily life.
When you confess your sin before Jesus, He is faithful to
forgive you, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous
to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness”(1 Jn. 1:9). Sin is a terrible thing. It destroys
our fellowship with God and other Christians. If you sin or even
say that you have no sin, and don't confess, then forgiveness
and fellowship within the family of God is broken. Look at 1
John 2:28, "Now, little children, abide in Him, so that when He
appears, we may have confidence and not shrink away from
Him in shame at His coming.” Sin will make us ashamed at
Jesus' coming. God's provision for daily victory comes through
our Advocate, Jesus Christ. As long as your life is with God in
Christ you have victory even when you make sin.

The aim in the Christian life is not to sin. John tells us, "My
little children, | am writing these things to you so that you may
not sin“(1 Jn. 2:1). An awareness of sin brings us to the Savior.
No one can fix their sin problem by themselves. If you want to
be saved you have to acknowledge that you are lost. If you want
to go to heaven you have to realize that you are bound for hell.
Jesus Christ came to save sinners. Upon receiving Jesus Christ
by faith we are forgiven, “in whom we have redemption, the
forgiveness of sins”(Col. 1:14). What then should be our goal as
believers? We should aim for daily victory. Jesus is our
example. He equips us to win, “In Him we have redemption
through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according
to the riches of His grace” (Eph. 1:7).

All Christians have an Advocate. John says, “And if anyone
sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous”(1 Jn. 2:1). It doesn’t matter what race or gender, if
anyone sins there is an advocate. As Christians, facing the
reality of imperfection isn't always easy, but knowing that God
still loves is a great encouragement. Nothing can separate us
from His eternal love, “For | am convinced that neither death,
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any
other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of

God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord"(Rom. 8:38~39).
Whoever comes to the Advocate will have victory. This
Advocate comes to our aid when we stumble. He understands
our sufferings, “For we do not have a high priest who cannot
sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been
tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin”“(Heb. 4:15). Our
Advocate always intercedes on our behalf, "Therefore He is
able also to save forever those who draw near to God through
Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them"” (Heb.
7:25). Jesus Christ is our perfect Advocate on earth and in
heaven, “Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God,
believe also in Me. In My Father's house are many dwelling
places; if it were not so, | would have told you; for | go to
prepare a place for you. If | go and prepare a place for you, | will
come again and receive you to Myself, that where | am, there
you may be also”(Jn. 14:1~3). Believers are covered from both
sides, so that when the enemy comes against us our Advocate
is always there.

The atonement for sin was accomplished by God through
Jesus Christ’s death, “and He Himself-is the propitiation for our
sins; and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole
world”(1 Jn. 2:2). Jesus Christ paid for the sins of the world
with His own blood. How wonderful is that? Do you truly
appreciate His sacrifice? Jesus saves you forever! He reconciles
us to our Father, “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have
come. Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to
Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of
reconciliation, namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the
world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them,
and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation.
Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were
making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ,
be reconciled to God"(2 Cor. 5:17~20). Christ's work of
reconciliation was completed on the cross, but His work as our
Advocate continues. We are to invite others to abundant life,
The call to consistent Christian living comes in view of Christ’s
atonement and continuing work as our Advocate.

My dear friends, do you really believe that you have an
Advocate? Please don't rely on your worldly education, success,
and reputation or money to make you happy. Pride in these
things causes sin and destroys your fellowship with God and
others. Jesus is the Creator God. He is the King of kings. He is
our Advocate for eternal blessing. Let your happiness and pride
rest in Him. Amen. {
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