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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

HELL

"And I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from whose presence earth and heaven fled away,
and no place was found for them. -+ " And death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire.
This is the second death, the lake of fire. "™ And if anyone’s name was not found writfen in the book of life,
he was thrown into the lake of fire. (Revelation 20:11~15)

ell is not a popular topic. Most preachers avoid the subject because

today's people do not want to hear about it. The people during
Isaiah’s time also did not want to hear about it; they told him, “You must
not prophesy to us what is right, speak to us pleasant words, and
prophesy illusion”(ls. 30:10). Nowadays, Christians do not want to
discuss the important issues concerning their future, the real heaven and
hell, but rather spend time talking about blessings and success. It is a sad
state of affairs. God's people told Isaish, "Get out of the way, turn aside
from the path, let us hear no more about the Holy One of Israel”(ls.
30:11). The church cannot ignore or pretend that the biblical teachings of
hell do not exist.

During Jesus' ministry, He talked about hell a lot, more than any other
of God's servants did. He was not concerned whether this truth made
people uncomfortable or unhappy or whether they believed it or not. He
said, “If your right eye makes you stumble, tear it out and throw it from
you; for it is better for you to lose one of the parts of your body, than for
your whole body to be thrown into hell. If your right hand makes you
stumble, cut if off and throw it from you; for it is better for you to lose
one of the parts of your body, than for your whole body to go into
hell”(Mt. 5:29&30), This is some serious, terrible, and crazy language. The
point is that sin is so dangerous because it leads to hell. In my sixty plus
years of life, | have never heard of anyone tearing out their eye or cutting
off their hand to prevent their whole bodies from going to hell. No one
really thinks about this, even though they do bad things with their eyes
and hands. | do not know how much you think about hell, but today |
want you to look carefully at Revelation 20:11-15. Jesus showed John
this future event, which is why we call it a revelation. He had him write it
down, so that we know what is really going to happen to us. At the end
of the world, when He returns, “These will go away into eternal
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life” (Mt. 25:46). What is hell?

Hell is a place of complete darkness. In the parable about the talents,
Jesus said of the slave who did not manage his master’s money well,
“Throw out the worthless slave into the outer darkness; in that place
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth”(Mt. 25:30). Concerning the
Pharisees and scribes, Jesus said, “You serpents, you brood of vipers,
how will you escape the sentence of hell”(Mt. 23:33)? Hell is eternal
night. There is no praising, only weeping and gnashing of teeth. There is
no pleasure, no joy, no hope, no kindness, no laughing, and no
forgiveness. There is no death, and there is no God. There is nothing but
darkness. Can you imagine such an abominable place? Are you listening
or are you closing your ears?

Hell is a place prepared for the cursed. Jesus will say to the many who
did not really love Him, "Depart from Me, accursed one, into the eternal
fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels” (Mt. 25:41). Can
you avoid it? This is the place prepared by God for the normal person, the
person with pride and honor. If you go there, the Bible is clear that you
will never receive God's love. Your mouth will call out to Him, but His ears
will not be able to hear you because you enjoyed the things God hated.
You were drunk with worldliness, Indeed, you proclaimed to believe in
God, but inside you did all the things God hated. Even though Jesus died
for you, opened up the eternal way for you, and gave you His best love,
you chose to remain an alcoholic of earthly things. In hell, there is nothing
but hate. It is the home for the accursed: complainers, hypocrites, and
fools!

Hell is an eternal place. It has no end. Revelation 14:11 says, “And the

smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever; they have ne rest day
and night, those who worship the beast and his image, and whoever
receives the mark of his name.” The beast, which signifies the things of
this world, like money, pride, selfishness, and sin, will torment the wicked
forever. Billions of souls will cry out as they “drink of the wine of the
wrath of God, which is mixed in full strength in the cup of His anger; and
he will be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy
angels and in the presence of the Lamb" (Rev. 14:10). Are you scared? Do
you believe it? Do you still want to be drunk with earthly things? No
matter how many years pass away, hell will continue to be punishment
after punishment after punishment. It will always be a place of eternal
suffering. The rich man cried out, “Father Abraham, have mercy on me,
and send Lazarus so that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool
off my tongue, for | am in agony in this flame"(Lk. 16:24}. There is no
water, no help, or comfort in hell. It is an eternal place of damnation with
no chance of change.

Hell is a place for failures, even Christian failures. After betraying Jesus,
Judas “felt remorse and returned the thirty pieces of silver to the chief
priests and elders, saying, ‘| have sinned by betraying innocent blood.”
But they said, "What is that to us? See to that yourself!’ And he threw the
pieces of silver into the temple sanctuary and departed; and he went
away and hanged himself"(Mt. 27:3-5). Judas saw the lepers healed, the
cripples walk, and the blind made to see. Yes, he saw Jesus walk on
water and raise the dead. He confessed that Jesus was the Christ, the
Son of Ged. The Lord gave him all kinds of wonderful heavenly
opportunities, even joining the Last Supper, taking the blessing of the
bread and cup. Judas did not take care of his faults. He was a failure,
*Judas turned aside to go to his own place”(Acts. 1:25). Peter testified,
“For he was counted among us and received his share in this
ministry”({Acts. 1:17). Judas did ministry work, but Jesus said of him, “It
would have been good for that man if he had not been born”(Mt. 26:24).

My dear friend, heaven and hell are real. They are actual eternal places.
Death and life are real, and law and grace are real. Suffering and recovery
are real. Satan and Jesus Christ are real. There is eternal punishment and
forgiveness. There is sadness and happiness. There is weeping and
praising. There is a time of judgment, but now is the only time in which
you can escape. Hear now the words of Mark 9:43-50: “If your hand
causes you to stumble, cut if off; it is better for you to enter life crippled,
than, having your two hands, to go into hell, into the unguenchable fire,
where their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched. If your foot
causes you to stumble, cut if off; it is better for you to enter life lame,
than, having your two feet, to be cast into hell, where their worm does
not die, and the fire is not quenched. If your eye causes you to stumble,
throw it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye,
than, having two eyes, to be cast into hell,

where their worm does not die, and the fire it not quenched. For
everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good; but if the salt becomes
unsalty, with what will you make it salty again? Have salt in yourselves,
and be at peace with one another.” | am so thankful that we can hear the
voice of God concerning hell. He loves us so much that He sacrificed His
only Son to make heaven available for us. The time is now for God's
children to choose the pathway to heaven. | want you to take God's grace
by faith, only faith, and deny yourself, taking your cross and following
Jesus the narrow way, the way of the cross. Jesus is the only One who
can lead you to eternal heaven. | hope that is your eternal home. Amen. i
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