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|| Sermon for Next Sunday |

SINCERITY & CERTAINTY

> And He ordered us to preach to the people, and solemnly to testify that this is the One who has been
appointed by God as Judge of the living and the dead. > Of Him all the prophets bear witness that through
His name everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins. -+ “” Surely no one can refuse the water
for these to be baptized who have received the Holy Spirit just as we did can he? ** And he ordered them to be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to stay on for a few days.
(Acts 10:42~48)

‘oday’s Bible passage talks about salvation for Gentiles, a

blessing designed by God for His chosen people. Cornelius
was a God fearing Gentile; a centurion of the Italian cohort. He
was a cautious and serious man who sought after truth. He
looked at the Jewish religion and realized that their God was
real. He and his entire household gave much alms to the
Jewish people and prayed to God continually(Acts 10:1&2).
Their worship to God was honest. They were moral people who
practiced self-righteousness. They helped the poor and asked
God to help and guide them. They were good people, but their
sincerity could not save them, which is why an angel of God
showed up. Cornelius and his household needed certainty.
Their kind and loving efforts were not enough for salvation. The
Bible tells us here that you need certainty, not sincerity, when
you stand before Jesus Christ, the Judge of the living and the
dead. What is certain?

The Word of God is certain. An angel of God came to
Cornelius and told him, "Now dispatch some men to Joppa and
send for a man named Simon, who is also called Peter”(Acts
10:5). Cornelius needed the gospel. He needed to hear the
Word of God from Peter. Peter told him about Jesus Christ. He
said, “Of Him all the prophets bear witness---"(v. 43). The
whole Bible tells the story of Jesus. Jesus said, "You search
the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal
life; it is these that bear witness of Me"(Jn. 5:39). He
confirmed to all his disciples, “that all things which are written
about Me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the
Psalms must be fulfilled”(Lk. 24:44). Cornelius and his
household loved God, but their sincerity was not enough for
eternal life. They needed the Word of God, which is Jesus
Christ.

Jesus Christ is certain. Peter also told Cornelius, “that
through His name everyone who believes in Him” will have
salvation(v. 43). There is no limitation or discrimination on who
can believe. Jesus died for everyone’s sin. This fact was a new
truth for Peter. Prior to coming to Cornelius’ home, Peter had a
vision and the Holy Spirit told him, "Behold, three men are
looking for you. But get up, go downstairs and accompany
them without misgivings; arise for | have sent them
Myself”(Acts 10:19&20). Jewish people were not to eat

particular unholy and unclean animals or associate and visit with
foreigners. In Peter’s vision a voice came to him three times
and said, “What God has cleansed, no longer consider
unholy”(Acts 10:156&16). God was teaching Peter not to call any
man unholy or unclean (Acts 10:28). Whereas Peter thought
God's salvation was directed toward the Jews, he now learned
that God had everybody in mind, “All the circumcised believers
who came with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the
Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also” (v. 45).

The forgiveness of sins is certain. Peter told Cornelius that
everyone who believes in Jesus Christ ”--receives forgiveness
of sins"” (v. 43). Jesus Christ wipes all sin away. What a
wonderful gospel message. Jesus truly forgives all your past
sins. There is perfect forgiveness by faith. Now, Cornelius and
his family had certain salvation, “And he ordered them to be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ”(v. 48). They no longer
had to worry or feel guilty about what they missed or did wrong
because Jesus forgave all their mistakes, all their past sins.
Romans 3:23&24 says, “for all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God, being justified as a gift by His grace through the
redemption which is in Christ Jesus.” Jesus' death is why sin
can be completely forgiven through faith. “But now having
been freed from sin and enslaved to God, you derive your
benefit, resulting in sanctification, and the outcome, eternal life.
For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of Ged is eternal
life in Christ Jesus our Lord"(Rom. 6:22&23).

My dear friend, do you have certainty? Are you certain about
your salvation? Many Christians are uncertain. They have
doubts. Acts 16:31 clearly says, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and
you will be saved, you and your household.” Today's Christians
claim to believe in Jesus, but think they need to do something
more in order to receive salvation. Faith is the only thing
needed. The Eternal Judge accepts nothing more and nothing
less and that is certain! No matter how sincere a person you
may be, without faith in Jesus Christ you are unsaved. Sincerity
will not get you into heaven, but sincere faith will. | hope you
are certain about the Word of God, Jesus Christ, and the
forgiveness of sins. Your certainty, not sincerity, in these things
will bring salvation. Amen. 4
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