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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

QUESTION OF JESUS

5S0 when they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter,
“Simon, son of John, do you love Me more than these?” He said to Him,
“Yes, Lord; You know that I love You’’ He said to him, “Tend My lambs.” -- ""He said to him the third time,

“Simon, son of John, do you love Me?” Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time,
“Do you love Me?” And he said to Him, “Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You.”
Jesus said to him, “Tend My sheep.” (John 21:15~17)

eter experienced the greatest failure by denying the Lord Jesus three
Plimes while warming himself by a fire. He betrayed the person whom
He loved the most, and yet he became the greatest proclaimer of the
gospel. God used Peter to put the fire of the Holy Spirit into others. He
turned out to be a bold preacher, who stood before the men of Judea and
the inhabitants of Jerusalem at Pentecost and said, “Therefore let all the
house of Israel know for certain that God has made Him both Lord and
Christ—this Jesus whom you crucified” (Acts 2:36). How is this possible?
After denying Jesus three times before His crucifixion, and meeting Him
twice after His resurrection, Peter didn’t change. His mind was still set on
his old ways, “Simon Peter said to them, ‘| am going fishing." They said to
him, "We will also come with you.' They went out and got into the boat;
and that night they caught nothing” (Jn. 21:3). When Jesus first met Peter
he told him that He would make him a fisher of men, but Peter was stuck
on being a fisher of fish. All of Jesus' ministry work hadn't resulted in much
of a change in Peter’s life. So, how is it that this man became one of the
greatest witnesses of the gospel? The reason stems from our graceful
Lord’s seeking and guestioning. During His third visit with Peter, after His
resurrection, Jesus asked him three questions. These wonderful three
questions put everything in perspective for Peter to glorify God through the
power of His Holy Spirit.

The first public question that Jesus asked Peter had to do with ministry,
“So when they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon,
son of John, do you love Me more than these?' He said to Him, ‘Yes, Lord;
You know that | love You." He said to him, 'Tend My lambs'"{Jn. 21:15).
Jesus was asking Peter if he was really going to put Him first in his life. He
had forgiven him for his three denials, but Peter still placed his confidence
and beliefs in his own abilities, talents, good deeds, hard work ethics, and
personal commitments. When you think about it, none of these things
qualifies you before Ged. None of these things make you acceptable to
God. The only great thing, the only real thing that makes anyone acceptable
and qualifies them to serve God is the love that comes through faith in
Jesus Christ. Do you have this kind of love? Do you have the love of Jesus
that puts Him first, before your family, friends, work and play? Many of
today's believers put their professional careers, financial resources,
entertainment time, and family responsibilities above the Lord. Ministry
work requires God first and foremost in everything all the time.

The second public gquestion that Jesus asked Peter had to do with
church, "He said to him again a second. time, 'Simon, son of John, do you
love Me?' He said to Him, ‘Yes, Lord; You know that | love You." He said to
him, ‘Shepherd My sheep’”(Jn. 21:16). Jesus’ sheep are the children of
God. God loves His children and He wants them to be fed His Word and to
be cared for by His grace, “Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock,
among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the
church of God which He purchased with His own blood" (Acts 20:28).
Ministry work has to emphasize the blood of Jesus. Too many of today's
churches are being led by pastors who are fascinated with culture and
mixing the things of this world with God's Word, 1 know that after my
departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock;

and from among your own selves men will arise, speaking perverse things,
to draw away the disciples after them. Therefore be on the alert,
remembering that night and day for a period of three years | did not cease
to admonish each one with tears. And now | commend you to God and to
the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the
inheritance among all those who are sanctified”(Acts 20:29~32). When it
comes to the souls of human beings, nothing can change their course but
God's Word. Recently, the churches in this world are not giving God’s
children good food. Peter tells us, “like newborn babies, long for the pure
milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation, if you
have tasted the kindness of the Lord”(1Pet. 2:2~3), and “shepherd the
flock of God among you, exercising oversight not under compulsion, but
voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with
eagerness; nor yet as lording it over those allotted to your charge, but
proving to be examples to the flock”(1Pet. 5:2~3). Paul also says, “Be
diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not
need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth”(2Tim. 2:15). All
churches need to preach the Word of God and all believers need to hear
the Word of God, not earthly things, to grow and prosper in His love.

The third public question that Jesus asked Peter had to do with agape
love, “He said to him the third time, ‘Simon, son of John, de you love Me?’
Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time, ‘Do you love
Me?' And he said to Him, ‘Lord, You know all things; You know that | love
You.' Jesus said to him, ‘Tend My sheep’”(Jn. 21:17). Ministry work and
church work require agape love. Agape love can be defined as intelligently,
intensely willing the best for another. Christian love means more than a
love for the Giver of love; it is love in action among God's children, toward
themselves as well as those who do not yet know such love. Peter said he
loved Jesus before he denied Him, so now Jesus wants Peter to
understand agape love. John 3:16 is perhaps the best example of such
love, "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son,
that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.”
Romans 5:8 also deeply emphasizes agape love, "But God demonstrates
His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for
us." Agape love even means love toward your enemy. When you practice
agape love you produce the fruits of the Holy Spirit (Gal. 5:22~23). Agape
love comes to us from God through His Holy Spirit, “and hope does not
disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts
through the Holy Spirit who was given to us”(Rom. 5:5).

My dear friend, Jesus wants you to follow Him. Do you really put Him
first in your life? Is your ministry and church life filled with agape love?
Jesus came to Peter just before His ascension with three very important
questions. After His ascension, when the Day of Pentecost had come,
Peter received the Holy Spirit and his heart changed. He remembered the
scenaric of Jesus' three questions and the Holy Spirit gave him the power
to do as Jesus asked. Before our Pentecostal celebration, which is in three
weeks, let's prepare our hearts in response to Jesus' crucial questions.
Let's repent and pray and let the Holy Spirit ready our hearts to follow
Jesus’ way. Amen.
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