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Sermon for Next Sunda

Sermonifor Next Sunday

THE NEW COVENANT

In the same way He took the cup also aﬁer supper, saying,
“This cup is the new covenant in My blood;

do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
(1 Corinthians 11:25)

What is a covenant? A covenant is a contract or
agreement made between two people or parties.
Biblical covenants are agreements between God and man in
which God promises to bless those who accept and commit
themselves to Him and express this by living according to
the contract. In the Old Testament, God made covenants
with His chosen person or people — Adam, Noah, Abraham,
Jacob and his descendants, Moses and David. God has
fulfilled these covenants. In the New Testament, God made
a covenant with the Church through his Son Jesus, which is
referred to as “The New Covenant”. God's New Covenant in
Christ is for all people who trust in Him. When we talk of the
Old Testament, we refer to the Old Covenant which is under
God'’s law. When we talk of the New Testament, we refer to
the New Cavenant which is under God's grace.

In the Old Testament, Jeremiah wrote about the prediction
and promise of a new covenant, “'Behold, days are coming,”
declares the LORD, ‘when | will make & new covenant with
the house of Israel and with the house of Judah, not like the
covenant which | made with their fathers in the day | took
them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, My
covenant which they broke, although | was a husband to
them,’ declares the LORD. ‘But this is the covenant which |
will make with the house of Israel after those days,’
declares the' LORD, ‘I will put My law within them and on
their heart | Will write it; and | will be their God, and they
shall be My people. They will not teach again, each man his
neighbor and each man his brother, saying, 'Know the
LORD,” for they will all know Me, from the least of them to
the greatest of them,’ declares the LORD, ‘for | will forgive
their iniquity, and their sin | will remember no mare'"(Jer.
31:31~34). The function of the Old Covenant was to give
knowledge of, or about sin, not to save people from sin.
Paul says, “because by the works of the Law no flesh will
be justified in His 'sight; for through the Law comes the
knowledge of sin”(Rom. 3:20). The Old Covenant was by
the law, and no one could be justified or saved by it. Paul
continues, “But now apart from the Law the righteousness
of God has been manifested, being withessed by the Law
and the Prophets, even the righteousness of God through

faith in Jesus Christ for all those who believe; for there is no
distinction”{Rom. 3:21~22). The Old Covenant was like a
tutor, “Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to
Christ, so that we may be justified by faith”(Gal. 3:24).
Romans 4:15~16 say, "for the Law brings about wrath, but
where there is no law, there also is no violation. For this
reason it is by faith, in order that it may be in accordance
with grace, so that the promise will be guaranteed to all the
descendants, not only to those who are of the Law, but also
to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father
of usall.”

In the New Testament, John the Baptist tells us when he
sees Jesus, “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the
sin of the world! “(Jn. 1:29). Jesus solves all our problems,
“Therefore He is able also to save forever those who. draw
near to Geod through Him, since He always lives to make
intercession for them”({Heb. 7:25). 1 Peter 3:18 explains,
“For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the
unjust, so that He might bring us to God, having been put to
death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit.” The sinless
Savior has taken our sins that we might have God's
rightecusness, “He madée Him who knew no sin to be sin on
our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of
God in Him"(2 Cor. 5:21). Knowing God's grace is amazing,
“knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable
things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited
from your forefathers, but with precious blood, as of a lamb
unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ”(1 Pet.
1:18~19).

My dear friends, Jesus picked up the cup during His last
supper and said, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood;
do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me”(1
Cor. 11:25). Do you truly appreciate what a gracious blessing
it is to live under the New Covenant? You cannot save
yourself by your own efforts or righteousness; only by the
blood of Jesus can one find eternal salvation. The New
Covenant really came to this world some 2,000 years ago. It
is a wonderful blessing. Please, let's humbly come together
now and take part in the New Covenant in remembrance of
Jesus Christ. Amen. d
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