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DANIEL’S FAITH

¢ pleased Darius to appoint 120 satraps to rule throughout the kingdom,
“with three administrators over them, one of whom was Daniel.
The satraps were made accountable to them so that the king might not suffer loss. -
@My God sent his angel, and he shut the mouths of the lions. They have not hurt me,
because I was found innocent in his sight. Nor have I ever done any wrong before you, O king.”
@The king was overjoyed and gave orders to lift Daniel out of the den. And when Daniel was lifted from
the den, no wound was found on him, because he had trusted in his God. (Daniel 6:1~23)

aniel, whose name means "“God is my judge,” was a statesman
D in the court of heathen monarchs. Taken captive as a youth to
Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar in 605 B.C., he spent the rest of his long
life there as a governmental official and as a prophet of God.
Throughout his life he was uncompromising and faithful to God. His
ministry was to testify, in his personal life and in his prophecies, to the

power of God. He was given a place of prominence and responsibility -

in Nebuchadnezzar's kingdom (Dan. 1:19), but after the king’s death he
apparently fell from favor but was recalled to interpret the writing that
appeared at Belshazzar's feast (Dan. 5:13). He was made one of three
administrators under Darius (Dan. 6:2). Like Nebuchadnezzar, King
Darius also sensed Daniel's excellent spirit and recognized that he was
different than anyone else because of his faith, “Now Daniel so
distinguished himself among the administrators and the satraps by his
exceptional qualities that the king planned to set him over the whole
kingdom"(Dan. 6:3). As is always the case concerning the life of
believers, the attacks from the enemy thicken as our faith
strengthens, Daniel's colleagues plotted against him, but Daniel held
strong to his faith.

People of faith are not usually popular, “At this, the administrators
and the satraps tried to find grounds for charges against Daniel in his
conduct of government affairs, but they were unable to do so. They
could find no corruption in him, because he was trustworthy and
neither corrupt nor negligent”(Dan. 6:4). Peter reminds us, “Be self-
controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring
lion looking for someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the
faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are
undergoing the same kind of sufferings”(1 Pet. 5:8~9), Wonderful
servants, like Paul, Peter, James, and Stephen had undergone severe
persecution. They were beaten, imprisoned, and even stoned to
death, John 15:18~19 say, “If the world hates you, keep in mind that
it hated me first. If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its
own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but | have chosen you
out of the world. That is why the world hates you.” Recently, I've
seen a lot pastors in the media building fame and appearing very
successful, which makes me wonder whether or not they are really
believers. After Pentecost, the Christian church took root and
Christians have had to suffer ever since for their faith. For centuries
and centuries believers have always had a hard time in this world. Will
your faith hold up under persecution?

People of faith experience enemy attacks. Daniel's colleagues
searched for a flaw in him and couldn‘t find anything against him.
Daniel was a hard, honest, and diligent worker. What a credit to this

man of faith! Remember when Pontius Pilate told the Israelite’s high

priests and public congregants that he could find no fault in Jesus?
Jesus is the Son of God, sinless in all matters, and yet the world hated

him and put him to death. Daniel’s colleagues finally reasoned, “We
will never find any basis for charges against this man Daniel unless it
has something to do with the law of his God"(Dan. 6:5). So, they
cleverly got the king to issue a decree stating that anyone who prayed
to any god or man during a thirty day period, except to the king, would
be thrown into the lion's den. The enemy knew Daniel was a man of
prayer and faith. They knew he would never go against Ged, which is
why they devised their evil plot on that ground. Will your faith hold up
against your enemy’s attacks?

Peaple of faith always find help in prayer, “Now when Daniel learned
that the decree had been published, he went home to his upstairs
room where the windows opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a
day he got down on his knees and prayed, giving thanks to his God,
just as he had done before“(Dan. 6:10). Daniel's response to the king's
decree was to keep praying as before. Nothing changed his practice of
faith. He didn't hide or keep secret his devotion to God. The enemy
found his fault and told King Darius, who had no choice but to put
Daniel in the lion’s den, “So the king gave the order, and they brought
Daniel and threw him into the lions' den. The king said to Daniel, ‘May
your God, whom you serve continually, rescue you!”"(Dan. 6:16). The
king believed God could deliver Daniel. I've always wondered what
Daniel was feeling when he was dropped in the lions” den. | tend to
think he was happy, like Paul and Silas who sang and praised God
after being beaten and imprisoned. Daniel was placed in hell, but he
made it a paradise. Whenever believers face hard times by denying
themselves and taking their crosses, those times are not miserable. If
they are miserable, then they do not really believe in God. As a
believer, anywhere you go is like God's kingdom because Jesus is
with you. God protected Daniel from the hungry lions. The king fasted
and even had a sleepless night while Daniel was in the lions’ den. He
was worrying over Daniel's fate. Early the next morning he went to
the den and called out to Daniel in an anguished voice, “Daniel,
servant of the living God, has your Ged, whom you serve continually,
been able to rescue you from the lions?”(Dan. 6:20). Daniel had been
an angelic guest in the lions’ den. He answered the king, “My God
sent his angel, and he shut the mouths of the lions. They have not
hurt me, because | was found innocent in his sight. Nor have | ever
done any wrong before you, O king”(Dan. 6:22). Daniel’s faith triumph
followed the trial. The king scon called for all his people to turn to the
Lord. Faith proving true under fire impacts others for Christ. Will your
faith held up to lead others’ to the Lord?

My dear friends, do you like Daniel’s faith? If you believe in Jesus
Christ you will be a child of God. Please don't ever give up. Keep
practicing your faith continually. Jesus asks you to deny yourself, take
your cross, and follow Him. t's the narrow way, but it's also the
happiest way. Amen.
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