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| sermon for Next Sunday |

THE GREATEST MISTAKE WE‘CAN MAKE

But if you will not do so, behold, you have sinned against the Lord,

and be sure your sin will find you out.
(Numbers 32:23)

od loved the Israelites, and provided them with blessings. His

blessings required them to follow His orders. If they did not listen
to His orders, then they sinned against Him. We all make mistakes.
Some mistakes are more serious than others, and some are so slight
that they make us laugh. Today I'm not talking about the silly mistakes
that everyone makes, like misplacing keys, nor am 1 talking about the
more serious ones, like crashing cars into people. I'm talking about the
greatest mistake we can make. Listening to the Lord is the most
important thing we can do, and not listening to Him is the greatest
mistake we can make. There's no mistake more serious than thinking
we can get away with sinning against the Lord.

Sin affects our fellowship with God. Our life here on earth is a
constant battle. We are fighting against the enemy, the devil, every day.
When God created humankind in the Garden of Eden, He made them
like Him, “Then God said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image, according to
Our likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the
birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over
every creeping thing that creeps on the earth'"(Gen. 1:26). Not only
that, but everything He made was beautiful, “God saw all that He had
made, and behold, it was very good"(Gen. 1:31). Adam and Eve got to
walk and talk with God. They were able to fully enjoy life. Just imagine
how wonderfully great their blessings had to be. Sadly, the snake
came, sin entered the world, and the fellowship with-God was broken.
Instead of looking forward to their walks with God, Adam and Eve hid
themselves from Him. When David did not immediately confess his
sin, God chastened him physically and emotionally, “When | kept silent
about my sin, my body wasted away Through my groaning all day long.
For day and night Your hand was heavy upon me; My vitality was
drained away as with the fever heat of summer”(Ps. 32:3~4). Sin
brings anxiety and a lack of assurance. It robs us of having the joy of
the Lord. David prayed for restoration, “Restore to me the joy of Your
salvation And sustain me with a willing spirit”(Ps. 51:12). Living in sin is
so serious that it even keeps our prayers from being answered, “If |
regard wickedness in my heart, The Lord will not hear”(Ps. 66:18). Sin
is serious! Only the death of Christ could atone for it, "but if we walk in
the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship with one
another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. If we
say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is
not in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive
us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness”(1Jn. 1:7~9),

Sin affects our family. The consequences of sin really hit hard on
Adam’s family, “And it came about when they were in the field, that
Cain rose up against Abel his brother and killed him“(Gen. 4:8). The first
family experienced an older brother killing his younger brother. When
David had an adulterous relationship with Bathsheba, God killed their
first-born son because of his sin, "However, because by this deed you
have given occasion to the enemies of the Lord to blaspheme, the child
also that is born to you shall surely die”(2Sam. 12:14). Personally, |
have witnessed so many times the terrible effects of the sins of
parents on their children, the sins of children on their parents, and the

sins of married couples on each other. Life's purpose for Christians is
not selfishness, “For not one of us lives for himself, and not one dies
for himself; for if we live, we live for the Lord, or if we die, we die for
the Lord; therefore whether we live or die, we are the Lord's"(Rom.
14:7~8). In denying ourselves, taking our crosses, and following Jesus
we have victory over sin.

Sin affects us physically. The Bible warns us that when we partake in
the Lord’s Supper we need to examine ourselves carefully, “For he
who eats and drinks, eats and drinks judgment to himself if he does not
judge the body rightly. For this reason many among you are weak and
sick, and a number sleep. But if we judged ourselves rightly, we would
not be judged. But when we are judged, we are disciplined by the Lord
50 that we will not be condemned along with the world”(1Cor.
11:29~32). Sin brings chastening. Sin brings curses. Sin brings
destruction. Galatians 6:7~8 remind us, “Do not be deceived, God is
not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap. For the
one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but
the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life."”

Sin can affect you forever. Romans 6:23 says, “For the wages of sin
is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our
Lord.” No matter what, there is a judgment that no one can escape,
“And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once and after this
comes judgment”(Heb. 9:27). Jesus says, “| am coming quickly; hold
fast what you have, so that no one will take your crown”(Rev. 3:11).
Though your salvation cannot be lost, your reward can be. Sin affects
service and causes the Christian’s rewards to diminish. The good news
is that sin can be forgiven. Christ died for our sins. He died,
resurrected, ascended, and is now preparing our eternal homes. He's
coming back soon. Everyone who has been cleansed by the blood of
Jesus will go to heaven because by our faith we are justified,
“Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ”(Rom. 5:1). Believers can live a
victorious life all the time, “The thief comes only to steal and kill and
destroy; | came that they may have life, and have it abundantly”(Jn.
10:10). Our hope for the future gives us incentive for daily service, “but
thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus
Christ. Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not
in vain in the Lord"(1Cor. 156:57~58). In Jesus, believers can have daily
victory.

My dear friend, you cannct overcome sin on your own. You need
Jesus. Without Jesus we are nothing. Please don't be proud of
yourself. Pride causes you to make the greatest mistake. Deny
yourself, take your cross, and just follow Jesus. Please don't make sin.
If God gives you an order, and you don't fully obey, let's say you do
90% of what He asks and the other 10% you do your own way, then
you can be sure that 10% of sin will find you out. Why? Anything less
than 100% compliance with God is sin, and sin is your greatest
problem. You can never sin and win, Whenever pride enters, you lose.
You need to let the Holy Spirit control you. Amen. 4
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